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Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh Tram (Line One) Bill 
Committee 

Tuesday 10 January 2006 

[THE CONVENER opened the meeting at 10:43] 

Edinburgh Tram (Line One) Bill: 
Consideration Stage 

The Convener (Jackie Baillie): Good morning 
and welcome to the first meeting in 2006 of the 
Edinburgh Tram (Line One) Bill Committee. I wish 
everybody a happy new year. Before I turn to the 
first agenda item, I note the committee’s regret 
that the oral evidence session that was to take 
place today with the promoter, Transport Initiatives 
Edinburgh and the Minister for Transport and 
Telecommunications has had to be postponed for 
reasons that are outwith the committee’s control. 
We look forward to taking that oral evidence at a 
later date. Only after that session and robust 
financial scrutiny will the committee be in a 
position to report on its deliberations. I will of 
course update committee members as soon as we 
have a date for the meeting—I simply note that our 
report cannot be finalised until we have had the 
meeting. 

The first agenda item is consideration of 
additional written evidence that the promoter has 
provided in response to requests from the 
committee at committee meetings. Members will 
recall that, throughout oral evidence taking, the 
promoter’s witnesses have given commitments to 
provide additional written information on a range of 
issues. As we have yet to report our final view on 
objections, at this stage I will simply seek 
members’ agreement to note the promoter’s 
responses and ask members to consider whether 
further written information is required. The 
committee will consider the merit or otherwise of 
the content of the responses when we consider 
our draft report on all outstanding objections. Do 
members agree to consider the promoter’s 
responses that are contained in paper 
ED1/S2/06/1/1 as part of the evidence on 
objections? 

Phil Gallie (South of Scotland) (Con): I have a 
comment on the evidence presented on the need 
to have motorised axles to deal with steep 
gradients, although this may to a degree be 
irrelevant to our further deliberations. The 
promoter’s statement is pretty wishy-washy in that 
it refers to increases in cost but not to the level of 
increase. If the promoter produces a report that 
tells us about an increase in cost, it should at least 

give an indication of the percentage increase—
whether that is 2 per cent or 60 per cent. That 
would be relevant to any report that we ultimately 
produce. 

The Convener: So you seek an amplification of 
the points that are made in paragraph 8 of paper 
ED1/S2/06/1/1. 

Phil Gallie: I do not expect a precise figure, but 
a reasonable approximation would be helpful. 

The Convener: The promoter’s argument would 
be that the cost is influenced by the availability of 
different tram designs. However, it is reasonable 
to ask for the approximate percentage rise that 
would be involved. Subject to our receiving that 
information, do members agree to consider the 
promoter’s responses in paper ED1/S2/06/1/1 as 
part of the evidence on objections? 

Members indicated agreement. 

The Convener: I also seek members’ views on 
alternative alignments for the tramline that the 
promoter has proposed for the Ocean Terminal 
and Haymarket areas. Members will recall that we 
agreed that those alternative alignments have 
merit. Following the close of the objection period, 
all the objections to the proposed alternative 
alignments have been withdrawn. However, there 
are still three objectors to the current route at 
Haymarket: Haymarket Yards Ltd, the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants in Scotland and CGM 
(Edinburgh) Ltd, which all support the proposed 
alternative alignment. In my view, the promoter’s 
evidence sets out clearly the advantages of the 
alternative alignments over the current route. 
Having considered the evidence, do members 
agree to support the promoter’s proposed 
alternative alignments in the Haymarket and 
Ocean Terminal areas? 

Members indicated agreement. 

The Convener: With the alignments agreed, a 
suitable amendment to reflect that decision will be 
lodged at phase 2 of consideration stage. I hope 
that our decision will give sufficient comfort to 
Haymarket Yards, ICAS and CGM to enable them 
to withdraw their objections. 

In a similar vein, the objectors British Transport 
Police and BRB (Residuary) Ltd have agreed with 
the promoter draft amendments that address their 
concerns. The objectors are therefore willing to 
withdraw their objections on the basis that the 
agreed draft technical amendments are made to 
the bill. The promoter has confirmed in writing that 
it is willing to make those amendments. As 
members will recall, the committee received 
evidence from the promoter, BRB and British 
Transport Police on the purpose of the 
amendments. On that basis, I am content to 
support the amendments. Are members like-
minded? 
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Members indicated agreement. 

The Convener: Excellent. I hope that that offers 
BRB and British Transport Police sufficient comfort 
to enable them to withdraw their objections. 

We will now move into private to consider issues 
papers for our consideration stage report. As 
members will recall, we agreed on 5 December to 
consider such papers in private, as they will 
greatly assist our discussions but may not reflect 
the committee’s final views. 

10:49 

Meeting continued in private until 11:59. 



 

 

Members who would like a printed copy of the Official Report to be forwarded to them should give notice at the 
Document Supply Centre. 

 
No proofs of the Official Report can be supplied. Members who want to suggest corrections for the archive edition 

should mark them clearly in the daily edition, and send it to the Official Report, Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh EH99 
1SP. Suggested corrections in any other form cannot be accepted. 

 
The deadline for corrections to this edition is: 

 
 
 

Tuesday 17 January 2006 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PRICES AND SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

 
 
OFFICIAL REPORT daily editions 
 

Single copies: £5.00 

Meetings of the Parliament annual subscriptions: £350.00 

 
The archive edition of the Official Report of meetings of the Parliament, written answers and public meetings of committees will be 
published on CD-ROM. 

 
WRITTEN ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS weekly compilation 
 

Single copies: £3.75 

Annual subscriptions: £150.00 
 

Standing orders will be accepted at Document Supply. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Published in Edinburgh by Astron and available from: 
 

 

  

Blackwell’s Bookshop 
53 South Bridge 
Edinburgh EH1 1YS  
0131 622 8222 
 
Blackwell’s Bookshops: 
243-244 High Holborn 
London WC1 7DZ  
Tel 020 7831 9501 

 
 
All trade orders for Scottish Parliament 
documents should be placed through 
Blackwell’s Edinburgh 

 

Blackwell’s Scottish Parliament Documentation  
Helpline may be able to assist with additional information 
on publications of or about the Scottish Parliament, their 
availability and cost: 
 
Telephone orders and inquiries 
0131 622 8283 or  
0131 622 8258 
 
Fax orders 
0131 557 8149 
 
E-mail orders 
business.edinburgh@blackwell.co.uk 
 
Subscriptions & Standing Orders 
business.edinburgh@blackwell.co.uk 
 

 

RNID Typetalk calls welcome on  
18001 0131 348 5412 
Textphone 0845 270 0152 

 
sp.info@scottish.parliament.uk 
 
All documents are available on the 
Scottish Parliament website at: 
 
www.scottish.parliament.uk 
 
 
Accredited Agents 
(see Yellow Pages) 
 
and through good booksellers 
 

 

   
Printed in Scotland by Astron 

 
 

 

 

 


