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Scottish Parliament 

Subordinate Legislation 
Committee 

Tuesday 2 May 2000 

(Morning) 

[THE CONV ENER opened the meeting at 10:16] 

The Convener (Mr Kenny MacAskill): Good 
morning and welcome to the 14

th
 meeting of the 

Subordinate Legislation Committee. I am grateful 

to Ian Jenkins for coming in at short notice from 
the Education, Culture and Sport Committee to 
ensure that we are quorate.  

National Parks (Scotland) Bill 

The Convener: The first item on the agenda is  
the delegated powers scrutiny of the National 

Parks (Scotland) Bill. Given that we are missing 
some members who have shown considerable 
interest in this matter, it may be worth while 

holding over our discussion until next week, i f 
everyone is agreeable. We still have time to deal 
with the matter next week. 

Members indicated agreement.  

Town and Country Planning (Fees for 
Applications and Deemed 

Applications) (Scotland) Amendment 
Regulations 2000 (SSI 2000/Draft) 

The Convener: The next item on the agenda is  
responses from the Executive. The first response 
concerns the Town and Country Planning (Fees 

for Applications and Deemed Applications) 
(Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2000, on 
which we asked about consultation. We have 

received a reply, but I am not sure whether we 
regard it as satisfactory. Our raising of the matter 
was rather tongue in cheek. Do we wish to take 

this any further? 

Bristow Muldoon (Livingston) (Lab): No. I 
think we accept the reply. We asked the question 

because of the reference to consulting a Scottish 
Executive body, but we would accept that there is  
no statutory requirement to consult. 

The Convener: But it was worth our raising the 
matter in the first place.  

Bristow Muldoon: Yes. 

Designation of Nitrate Vulnerable 

Zones (Scotland) Regulations 2000 
(SSI 2000/96) 

The Convener: We raised a point about lack of 

detail, and we have been told that more detailed 
regulations will be forthcoming. I think it is  
perceived that that is acceptable. Are we agreed? 

Members indicated agreement.  

Radioactive Substances (Basic Safety 
Standards) (Scotland) Regulations 

2000 (SSI 2000/100) 

The Convener: We sought an explanation 

regarding the use of negative procedure. An 
explanation has been given. Are we happy with 
the explanation? 

Members indicated agreement.  

Repayment of Student Loans 
(Scotland) Regulations 2000 

(SSI 2000/110) 

The Convener: We raised questions regarding 
the powers to instruct the Inland Revenue,  which 

are, obviously, reserved. We received a fairly full  
response, but the causal link, or chain, that allows 
those powers does not appear to have been 

clarified. We are of the view, as are those who 
advise us, that there are certainly restrictions as to 
whether this ties in or matches up. Does anyone 

have any comments? If not, we will put the order 
to the lead committee with the point that we are 
not satisfied that those powers are in existence.  

Bristow Muldoon: Given the legal advice that  
we have received, it would be appropriate for us to 
draw the anomaly to the attention of the lead 

committee, which may decide that it would be 
useful to question representatives of the Scottish 
Executive on the issue before reaching a final 

conclusion.  

The Convener: I am with you on that, Bristow. I 
would have no objection to having direct access to 

the powers of the Inland Revenue, given my 
political persuasion. [Laughter.] However, as I am 
wearing the hat of committee convener, perhaps 

we should find out how it is proposed to tie up 
those powers with the Scotland Act 1998.  
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Census (Scotland) Amendment Order 

2000 

The Convener: The next item on the agenda is  
the Census (Scotland) Amendment Order 2000,  

on which no points arise.  

Divorce etc (Pensions) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2000 (SSI 2000/112) 

The Convener: The next item on the agenda is  
negative instruments, the first of which is SSI 
2000/112. Apart from some minor typos that we 

will deal with in the usual way, no points arise.  

Welfare Reform and Pensions Act 1999 

(Scotland) (Commencement No 6) 
Order 2000 (SSI 2000/111) 

The Convener: The next item on the agenda is  

items not subject to parliamentary control. No  
points arise on SSI 2000/111, apart from some 
minor linguistic matters that can be dealt with in 

the usual manner.  

National Health Service Trusts 

(Originating Capital) (Scotland) Order 
2000 (SSI 2000/113) 

The Convener: Again, no points arise on SSI 

2000/113. 

Food Protection (Emergency 
Prohibitions) (Amnesic Shellfish 

Poisoning) (Orkney) (No 2) (Scotland) 
Revocation Order 2000 (SSI 2000/118) 

The Convener: No points arise on SSI 
2000/118, apart from the fact that the order was 
laid before Parliament without the necessary letter 

to the Presiding Officer having been received.  
Perhaps we could remind those concerned of the 
importance of following that practice.  

That concludes our business, and allows Ian 
Jenkins, to whom we are grateful, to return to the 
Education, Culture and Sport Committee.  

Meeting closed at 10:20. 



 

 

Members who would like a printed copy of the Official Report to be forwarded to them should give notice at the 
Document Supply Centre. 

 
Members who would like a copy of the bound volume should also give notice at the Document Supply Centre. 
 
No proofs of the Official Report can be supplied. Members who want to suggest corrections for the bound volume 

should mark them clearly in the daily edition, and send it to the Official Report, Parliamentary He adquarters, George 
IV Bridge, Edinburgh EH99 1SP. Suggested corrections in any other form cannot be accepted. 

 
The deadline for corrections to this edition is: 

 
 

Tuesday 9 May 2000 
 
 
Members who want reprints of their speeches (within one month of the date  of publication) may obtain request forms 

and further details from the Central Distribution Office, the Document Supply Centre or the Official Report. 
 
 

 

PRICES AND SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
 

 
DAILY EDITIONS 
 

Single copies: £5 

Annual subscriptions: £640 

 
BOUND VOLUMES OF DEBATES are issued periodically during the session. 

 
Single copies: £70 
 

Standing orders will be accepted at the Document Supply Centre.  

 
WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT, compiled by the Scottish Parliament Information Centre, contains details of 

past and forthcoming business and of the work of committees and gives general information on legislation and other parliamentary 

activity. 
 

Single copies: £2.50 

Special issue price: £5 

Annual subscriptions: £82.50 
 

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS w eekly compilation 

 
Single copies: £2.50 

Annual subscriptions: £80 
 
 

 
 

  
Published in Edinburgh by  The Stationery Off ice Limited and av ailable f rom: 

 

 

  

The Stationery Office Bookshop 

71 Lothian Road 
Edinburgh EH3 9AZ  
0131 228 4181 Fax 0131 622 7017 
 
The Stationery Office Bookshops at: 
123 Kingsway, London WC2B 6PQ  

Tel 020 7242 6393 Fax 020 7242 6394 
68-69 Bull Street, Bir mingham B4 6AD  
Tel 0121 236 9696 Fax 0121 236 9699 
33 Wine Street, Bristol BS1 2BQ  
Tel 01179 264306 Fax 01179 294515 

9-21 Princess Street, Manches ter M60 8AS  
Tel 0161 834 7201 Fax 0161 833 0634 
16 Arthur Street, Belfast BT1 4GD  
Tel 028 9023 8451 Fax 028 9023 5401 
The Stationer y Office Oriel Bookshop,  

18-19 High Street, Car diff CF12BZ  
Tel 029 2039 5548 Fax 029 2038 4347 
 

 

The Stationery Office Scottish Parliament Documentation  

Helpline may be able to assist with additional information 
on publications of or about the Scottish Parliament,  
their availability and cost: 
 

Telephone orders and inquiries 
0870 606 5566 
 
Fax orders 

0870 606 5588 
 

 
 

 
 

 

The Scottish Parliament Shop 

George IV Bridge 
EH99 1SP 
Telephone orders 0131 348 5412 

 
sp.info@scottish.parliament.uk 
 
www.scottish.parliament.uk 

 
 
Accredited Agents 
(see Yellow Pages) 

 
and through good booksellers 
 

 

   

Printed in Scotland by The Stationery  Office Limited 

 

ISBN 0 338 000003 ISSN 1467-0178 

 

 

 


