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Scottish Parliament 

Subordinate Legislation 
Committee 

Tuesday 29 February 2000 

(Morning) 

[THE CONV ENER opened the meeting at 11:15] 

The Convener (Mr Kenny MacAskill): Good 
morning. We are not expecting anyone else to 
come, and we have received apologies from 

members who cannot be here.  

Air Quality (Scotland) Regulations 
2000 (SSI 2000/draft) 

Scotland Act 1998 (Cross-Border 
Public Authorities) (Forestry 

Commissioners) Order 2000  
(SSI 2000/draft) 

Housing Support Grant (Scotland) 

Order 2000 (SSI 2000/draft) 

The Convener: The first item on the agenda is  

three draft affirmative instruments. Our legal 
briefing on the instrument on air quality is that no 
points arise from it. It is doubtless welcome 

legislation. I presume that nobody has any 
comments to make and that we should not make 
representations to any other committee.  

Members indicated agreement.  

The Convener: It appears that few points arise 
from the second instrument, on forestry  
commissioners. We have been advised that the 

matter is being scrutinised by our related 
committee in Westminster. Should we simply note 
the instrument? 

Trish Godman (West Renfrewshire) (Lab): If 
the committee in London comes up with anything,  
does that make any difference to us, or do we just  

note what it says? 

The Convener: There would not be any 
correlation between the two committees unless we 

had informal discussions beforehand on 
something that was felt to be a problem both here 
and there. Presumably, the committees could 

disagree on the interpretation of the instrument,  
and that could lead to matters becoming more 
involved. However, there is no overlap as such, 

apart from informal contacts. 

We are advised that no points arise on the final 
draft affirmative instrument on housing support  
grant. The instrument simply makes various 

provisions, and I think that we should simply note 
it. 

Members indicated agreement.  

National Health Service (General 
Medical Services) (Scotland) 

Amendment Regulations 2000  

(SSI 2000/28) 

Sea Fishing (Enforcement of 

Community Quota and Third Country 
Fishing Measures) (Scotland) Order 

2000 (SSI 2000/34) 

Housing Revenue Account General 
Fund Contribution Limits (Scotland) 

Order 2000 (SSI 2000/33) 

Food (Peanuts from Egypt) 
(Emergency Control) (Scotland) Order 

2000  
(SSI 2000/35) 

The Convener: We move on now to four 
negative instruments. The first concerns general 
medical services. We have already made 
representations to the Executive seeking 

consolidation on numerous matters in national 
health service regulations. However, our legal 
advice is that this is a matter of special urgency 

and that to seek consolidation might cause a 
delay.  

Ian Jenkins (Tweeddale, Ettrick and 

Lauderdale) (LD): Although I believe that the 
instrument does not breach the 21-day rule, even 
if it did, we should not stand on our dignity on this  

matter. The Dr Shipman case is relevant, and I 
think that we should approve the instrument.  

The Convener: Yes—we do not need to go into 

policy; I think that we can see where the Executive 
is coming from, and we fully support it. 

Members indicated agreement.  

The Convener: No points arise from the next  
instrument, which simply makes provision for the 
enforcement of European Community legislation 

governing fishery quotas. Shall we simply note the 
instrument? 
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Members indicated agreement.  

The Convener: Nothing arises from the housing 
revenue account instrument, which is a technical 
matter. Again, shall we simply note the 

instrument? 

Members indicated agreement.  

The Convener: The last instrument  is on 

peanuts from Egypt. Ian Jenkins and I were talking 
earlier and neither of us knew that peanuts were 
produced in Egypt; we had assumed that they 

came from elsewhere in Africa. This matter 
breaches the 21-day rule; however, emergency 
legislation is required and health problems could 

arise unless steps are taken. The explanation for 
breaching the 21-day rule seems acceptable. 

Members indicated agreement.  

Act of Sederunt (Messengers-at-Arms 

and Sheriff Officers Rules) 
(Amendment) 2000 (SSI 2000/30) 

The Convener: The third and concluding item 

on the agenda concerns an instrument that is not  
subject to parliamentary control. It has some 
typographical errors that can doubtless be dealt  

with without our needing to bring them to the 
attention of anyone else in the Parliament. 

Members indicated agreement.  

The Convener: I thank all those who came to 
the meeting. 

Meeting closed at 11:19.  
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