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Scottish Parliament 

Standards Committee 

Tuesday 8 June 2004 

(Morning) 

[THE CONV ENER opened the meeting at 11:02] 

The Convener (Brian Adam): Welcome to the 

eighth meeting of the Standards Committee this  
year. I have not received any apologies, so I 
assume that the members who are not present are 

on their way. Members should ensure that their 
mobile phones are switched off.  

We have three items on our agenda today. Item 

3 will need to be considered in private, for the 
usual reasons. I take it that members agree that  
we will take item 3 in private, as we are 

constrained to do.  

Members indicated agreement.  

Cross-party Groups 

11:03 

The Convener: The first item on the agenda is  
the draft report on the research into the cross-

party group system that was carried out by the 
Robert Gordon University. We have the report and 
it is up to us how we deal with it. I suggest that this 

is not the day to go into the detail  of the report so,  
if members are content with it, we should publish 
it. We can then consider the detail and findings of 

the report and consider how we will  proceed with 
our work on cross-party groups, perhaps in the 
autumn. Do members have any questions on or 

alternatives to my suggestion that we publish the 
report now and then examine the detail when we 
go to our rather more salubrious surroundings in 

the autumn? Is everyone content with that? 

Alex Neil (Central Scotland) (SNP): How much 
did the research cost? 

The Convener: What an excellent question. I 
cannot provide an immediate answer, but I am 
sure that our clerks will be able to. Do we have 

information on the cost? 

Sam Jones (Clerk): We would need to speak to 
the Scottish Parliament information centre to find 

out how much the research cost. 

Alex Neil: Frankly, I think that the report is a 
complete waste of time, as it does not tell us  

anything. It is a case of someone borrowing your  
watch to tell you the time.  

The Convener: It is not necessary to go into the 

detail now. You will have the opportunity to do that  
when we consider the report. If you wish, we can 
find out from SPICe how much the research cost. 

Costings have to be produced for any research 
proposals, which go to the Conveners Group, as I 
am sure that you are aware, as you have been on 

that group.  

Alex Neil: Yes. I think that I was on the group 
when this research was approved. 

The Convener: In that case, you will be aware 
of it. We can find out the information and convey it  
to you. Are members content to publish the report  

now and consider it in detail later? 

Members indicated agreement.  
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Code of Conduct 

11:05 

The Convener: Item 2 is the changes to the 
“Code of Conduct for Members of the Scottish 

Parliament” that we considered at our previous 
meeting. Members have before them section 10.2 
of the code as redrafted. I draw to members’ 

attention a couple of typos, which they may have 
noticed in going through the papers. First, in the 
conclusion, which is the third paragraph on page 2 

of paper ST/S2/04/8/2, we should delete the word 
“to” in the last line, so that it reads “and asks that 
the Parliament endorse them.” Secondly, the 

second-last paragraph of section 10.2.30, which is  
on page 8 of paper ST/S2/04/7/4c, refers to “the 
opportunity”, but it should refer to “an opportunity”.  

That is what we debated last time, i f members  
recall.  

If members are content with the report, we wil l  

have to get the Parliament to agree to the 
changes. Members have before them a draft  
motion on the draft report, which I suggest be put  

to the Parliamentary Bureau for inclusion as part  
of the business for the next committee day in the 
Parliament. Are members content to go ahead on 

that basis? 

Members indicated agreement.  

The Convener: We will now move into private 

session, so I invite members of the press and 
public to leave.  

11:07 

Meeting continued in private until 12:23.  
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