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Scottish Parliament

Rural Development Committee
Friday 29 June 2001
(Morning)

[THEDEPUTY CONVENER opened the meeting at
09:00]

Interests

The Deputy Convener (Fergus Ewing): Good
morning, everyone. Thank you for attending this
meeting, which, of necessity, has had to be
convened at short notice. The first item of
business is the declaration of interests of the new
member.

Mr Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands)
(Con): My declaration of interests regarding this
committee would have to include my ownership of
a hill farm in Argyll, the details of which are in the
register of members’ interests. How detailed do |
have to be in making my declaration?

The Deputy Convener: Perhaps this copy of
your entry in the register of members’ interest will
be of assistance. On the first occasion on which
new members address the committee, it is
necessary for them to declare interests that are
relevant to the remit of the committee, irrespective
of the business before the committee at that
meeting.

Mr McGrigor: Well, | own heritable property—
Ardchonnel Farm, Argyll—which consists of
house, farmhouse, letting holiday cottage and
livestock. The value of the estate is estimated at
£500,000 to £600,000. | also own a one-sixth
share of a salmon rod fishing syndicate on the
River Awe, whose value is estimated at £30,000 to
£40,000.

| am a member of the Scottish Crofters Union,
the Scottish Landowners Federation and the
National Farmers Union of Scotland. | am a
member of the council of the Atlantic Salmon Trust
and chairman of the Loch Awe Improvement
Association. | am also a trustee of the Argyll
fisheries trust. In addition, | am a member of the
Game Conservancy Trust, the Countryside
Alliance, the Scottish Association for Country
Sports, the Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group
and the Royal Company of Archers. | am also a
shareholder in the Glenalmond Tweed Company,
a small business that makes and sells things
made out of Harris tweed.

The Deputy Convener: Is that everything?

Mrs Margaret Ewing (Moray) (SNP): | think
that it is an extremely boring repertoire.

Mr McGrigor: | also have a flat in London worth
between £150,000 and £200,000. All my interests
are recorded in the register of members’ interests.

The Deputy Convener: Thank you, Jamie, and
welcome to the committee. Your declaration
means that we are certainly not going to beat the
record for holding the shortest-ever committee
meeting. We look forward to working with you in
the committee over the months to come.
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Convener

The Deputy Convener: Before we choose a
new convener, it is appropriate to record the
thanks of all members of the committee for the
convenership of Alex Johnstone, who has moved
on to other tasks.

Mrs Ewing: To pastures new, this being the
Rural Development Committee.

The Deputy Convener: | stand corrected.
Could | have nominations for a new convener?
Mrs Ewing: | nominate Alex Fergusson.

Mr McGrigor: | second that.

The Deputy Convener: | take it that there are
no other nominations.

Alex Fergusson (South of Scotland) (Con): |
think that we have little choice in the matter. |
certainly accept the nomination.

The Deputy Convener: It is my happy task to
declare that Alex Fergusson is the new convener
of the committee. | am sure that he will do an
excellent job and | look forward to working with
him as deputy convener. Let me be the first to
congratulate you, Alex, on being elected
unanimously as convener of the committee.

The Convener (Alex Fergusson): Thank you,
deputy convener, for the part that you have played
and for holding this meeting at such short notice. |
spoke last night to other members of the
committee who were unable to be here, and they
all said that they were happy with the procedures
that have been carried out. | echo your sentiments
about the convenership of my predecessor, Alex
Johnstone. | shall try to ensure that | maintain the
high standards of neutrality that he upheld as
convener. | look forward to working with the
committee, which | think is a good one, over the
coming months. We have a busy time ahead and |
hope that members all enjoy a good and well-
earned recess in the meantime.

Fergus Ewing (Inverness East, Nairn and
Lochaber) (SNP): | thank the official reporters and
clerks for attending this morning’'s meeting at short
notice.

Meeting closed at 09:05.



Members who would like a printed copy of the Official Report to be forwarded to them should give notice at the

Document Supply Centre.

No proofs of the Official Report can be supplied. Members who want to suggest corrections for the archive edition
should mark them clearly in the daily edition, and send it to the Official Report, 375 High Street, Edinburgh EH99

1SP. Suggested corrections in any other form cannot be accepted.

The deadline for corrections to this edition is:

Friday 6 July 2001

Members who want reprints of their speeches (within one month of the date of publication) may obtain request forms
and further details from the Central Distribution Office, the Document Supply Centre or the Official Report.

PRICES AND SUBSCRIPTION RATES

DAILY EDITIONS

Single copies: £5
Meetings of the Parliament annual subscriptions: £500

published on CD-ROM.

activity.

Single copies: £3.75
Special issue price: £5
Annual subscriptions: £150.00

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS w eekly compilation

Single copies: £3.75
Annual subscriptions: £150.00

Standing orders will be accepted at the Document Supply Centre.

The archive edition of the Official Report of meetings of the Parliament, written answers and public meetings of committees will be

WHATS HAPPENING IN THE SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT, compiled by the Scottish Parliament Information Centre, contains details of
past and forthcoming business and of the work of committees and gives general information on legislation and other parliamentary

Published in Edinburgh by The Stationery Office Limited and av ailable from:

The Stationery Office Bookshop The Stationery Office Scottish Parliament Documentation
71 Lothian Road Helpline may be able to assist with additional inform ation
Edinburgh EH3 9AZ on publications of or about the Scottish Parliament,

0131 228 4181 Fax 0131 622 7017 their availability and cost:

The Stationery Office Bookshops at: Telephone orders and inquiries

123 Ki , London WC2B 6P

Tel 020 7242 6393 Fax 020 7242%394 0870 606 5566

68-69 Bull Street, Birmingham B4 6 AD

Tel 0121 236 9696 Fax 0121 236 9699 Fax orders

33 Wine Street, Bristol BS1 2B

7610117564306 Fax 01170 204515 0870 606 5588

9-21 Princess Street, Manchester M60 8AS
Tel 0161 834 7201 Fax 0161 833 0634

16 Arthur Street, Belfast BT1 4GD

Tel 0289023 8451 Fax 028 9023 5401
The Stationer y Office Oriel Bookshop,
18-19 High Street, Car diff CF12BZ

Tel 02920395548 Fax 029 2038 4347

The Scottish Parliament Shop
George IV Bridge

EH99 1SP

Telephone orders 0131 348 5412

sp.info@scottish.parliament.uk
www scottish.parliament.uk
Accredited Agents

(see Yellow Pages)

and through good booksellers

Printed in Scotland by The Stationery Office Limited

ISBN 0 338 000003 ISSN 1467-0178




