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Scottish Parliament 

Rural Affairs and Environment 
Committee 

Wednesday 23 September 2009 

[THE CONV ENER opened the meeting at 10:02] 

Subordinate Legislation 

Sea Fishing (Enforcement of Community 
Control Measures) (Scotland) Amendment 

Order 2009 (SSI 2009/304) 

Plant Health (Import Inspection Fees) 
(Scotland) Amendment (No 2) Regulations 

2009 (SSI 2009/305) 

Seed Potatoes (Fees) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2009 (SSI 2009/306) 

The Convener (Maureen Watt): Good morning.  
I welcome everybody to the committee’s 22

nd
 

meeting of 2009. The main purpose of today’s  

meeting is to discuss stage 1 evidence on the 
Marine (Scotland) Bill with a view to agreeing a 
report in the next couple of weeks. It was agreed 

previously that that discussion would take place in 
private, as is standard practice in committees.  

I remind everybody to turn off their mobile 

phones. We have apologies from Liam McArthur.  

Agenda item 1 is consideration of three negative 
instruments. We have received no comments from 

the Subordinate Legislation Committee. No 
committee members have raised any concerns in 
advance and no motions to annul have been 

lodged. If members have no comments on any of 
the instruments, do we agree to note them? 

Members indicated agreement.  

European Union Issues 

10:04 

The Convener: Item 2 is consideration of a 
paper that provides an update on current issues 

that relate to the committee’s remit at European 
Union level. Does anybody have any comments to 
make on the paper? 

Alasdair Morgan (South of Scotland) (SNP): 
To prove that I have read the paper, I want to 
check whether something is a typo. Under sheep 

tagging, the paper says that there were 

“concerns that these proposals w ould not be expens ive and 

overly bureaucratic”. 

The Convener: Yes, it is a typo. The clerk  
pointed it out to me at the start of the meeting.  

Peter Peacock (Highlands and Islands) (Lab): 
On the same subject, it is very disappointing that  
the commissioner responsible flatly refuses to 

entertain any arguments, no matter how logical 
they are, about the difficulties of implementing the 
regulation on sheep tagging. It is worth the 

committee recording disappointment that that is 
the case. There are good arguments to be made 
and it appears that they are simply not being 

listened to at the minute. 

John Scott (Ayr) (Con): I second that.  

The Convener: You are absolutely right, Peter.  

Sheep farmers and NFU Scotland have been 
perfectly reasonable in their requests to 
Commissioner Vassiliou and they are simply not  

being listened to.  

John Scott: We should urge the NFUS and the 
Government to keep pressing for more— 

The Convener: Sanity on the issue.  

John Scott: Not sanity, but more relaxation and 
a more flexible approach from Europe. We should 

maintain that position.  

Alasdair Morgan: We certainly agree on the 
need for sanity, convener. 

Bill Wilson (West of Scotland) (SNP): Well,  
not the Tory party. 

The Convener: Are there any other points? 

Elaine Murray (Dumfries) (Lab): Would a fine 
consequent to the European Commission’s legal 
action on sewer overflows, which is mentioned 

under environment, have any implications for the 
Scottish Government or would it apply only to the 
United Kingdom Government? 

The Convener: If it is at Kilbarchan—
[Interruption.] The clerk informs me that it is being 
pursued at the UK level. 
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That concludes the public part of today’s  

meeting. I thank members of the public for 
attending.  

10:06 

Meeting continued in private until 12:36.  
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