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Tuesday 21 March 2006

[THE CONV ENER opened the meeting at 10:02]

ltem in Private

The Convener (Des McNulty): | welcome
everyone to the ninth meeting in 2006 of the
Finance Committee. | remind members to turn off
pagers and mobile phones. | welcome back Mark
Ballard, following his paternity leave. | am afraid
that the rest of it will continue for many years.

Mark Ballard (Lothians) (Green): Thank you
for that kind thought.

The Convener: So far, you have just had a
break. We have received apologies from Wendy
Alexander, who is in double trouble, | suppose.

Agenda item 1 is to consider whether to take in
private at next week’s meeting a paper from our
adviser on the Executive’s management of public
finances. As members will recall, we asked Arthur
Midwinter to undertake some initial research for
us. The paper will provide the background to
potential future evidence-taking sessions. Do
members agree to take the item in private?

Members indicated agreement.

The Convener: As has been previously agreed,
we now go into private session to discuss our final
two items, which are a draft report on our
deprivation inquiry and a draft report on the
Planning etc (Scotland) Bill.

10:03
Meeting continued in private until 12.31.






Members who would like a printed copy of the Official Report to be forwarded to them should give notice at the
Document Supply Centre.

No proofs of the Official Report can be supplied. Members who want to suggest corrections for the archive edition

should mark them clearly in the daily edition, and send it to the Official Report, Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh EH99
1SP. Suggested corrections in any other form cannot be accepted.

The deadline for corrections to this edition is:

Tuesday 28 March 2006

Single copies: £5.00

published on CD-ROM.

Single copies: £3.75

OFFICIAL REPORT daily editions

Annual subscriptions: £150.00

PRICES AND SUBSCRIPTION RATES

Meetings of the Parliament annua subscriptions: £350.00

The archive edition of the Official Report of meetings of the Parliament, written answers and public meetings of committees will be

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS w eekly compilation

Standing orders will be accepted at Document Supply.

Published in Edinburgh by Astron and av ailable from:

Blackwell’s Bookshop
53 South Bridge
Edinburgh EH1 1YS
0131 622 8222

Blackwell’s Bookshops:
243-244 High Holborn
LondonWC 17DZ

Tel 02078319501

All trade orders for Scottish Parliament
documents should be placed through
Blackwell’s Edinburgh

Blackwell’s Scottish Parliament Documentation

Helpline may be able to assist with additional information
on publications of or about the Scottish Parliament, their
availability and cost:

Telephone orders and inquiries
0131 622 8283 or
0131 622 8258

Fax orders
0131 557 8149

E-mail orders
business .edinburgh@blackwell.co.uk

Subscriptions & Standing Orders
business .edinburgh@blackwell.co.uk

RNID Typetalk calls welcome on
18001 0131 348 5412
Textphone 0845 270 0152

sp.info@scottish.parliament.uk

All documents are available on the
Scottish Parliament w ebsite at:

www scottish.parliament.uk
Accredited Agents
(see Yellow Pages)

and through good booksellers

Printed in Scotland by Astron




