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Scottish Parliament 

Finance Committee 

Wednesday 26 June 2002 

(Morning) 

[THE CONV ENER opened the meeting at 10:04] 

Item in Private 

The Convener (Des McNulty): I formally open 
the 14

th
 meeting of the Finance Committee in 

2002. I make the usual announcement that mobile 

phones and pagers should be switched off. All the 
committee’s members are present and Murray 
McVicar is in attendance.  

Agenda item 1 is to ask whether members agree 
to discuss in private item 2, which is consideration 
of a paper on potential advisers on financial 

memoranda. Is that agreed? 

Alasdair Morgan (Galloway and Upper 
Nithsdale) (SNP): I want to raise a general 

point—excuse me for my lack of breath, but I had 
to run over here—about matters that are 
discussed in private. What is  the status of 

discussions that take place in private? I ask 
because I notice that Mr Davidson suggested in 
last week’s debate on public-private partnerships  

that, during the Finance Committee’s inquiry into 
such issues, the SNP was threatening to release a 
minority report. When Brian Adam asked him what  

evidence he had for making such a claim, Mr 
Davidson said: 

“I w as at the Finance Committee meeting last w eek.” 

There is nothing on the record to indicate that Mr 

Adam said anything of that nature and I cannot  
remember his saying any such thing. Clearly, the 
only discussion of our inquiry took place in private.  

My question is: Even if Brian Adam had said 
something like that in private, would it be in order 
to use such discussions in a public debate? 

The Convener: I will  allow David Davidson to 
respond to the specific issue before I say 
something about the general point. 

Mr David Davidson (North-East Scotland) 
(Con): I recall replying to Mr Adam’s intervention,  
but I did not say, “at the Finance Committee 

meeting”.  

Alasdair Morgan: Yes you did.  

Mr Davidson: I said, “at the meeting”. I 

deliberately did not say anything else. To be 
honest, I have not seen the Official Report, so I do 
not know how it was reported. 

Brian Adam (North-East Scotland) (SNP): 

What Mr Davidson said was: 

“I w as at the Finance Committee meeting last w eek.” —

[Official Report, 20 June 2002; c 12909.]  

Mr Davidson: That might be how it was 
reported, but that is not exactly what I said.  

The Convener: The status of what is said in 
private is that it should be private. Our discussions 
in private are to organise the work of the 

committee. When we have private sessions,  
confidentiality should be respected. 

Mr Davidson: I totally agree with you.  

The Convener: Do members agree that agenda 
item 2 should be discussed in private? 

Members indicated agreement.  

10:06 

Meeting continued in private until 12:58.  



 

 



 

 

Members who would like a printed copy of the Official Report to be forwarded to them should give notice at the 
Document Supply Centre. 

 
No proofs of the Official Report can be supplied. Members who want to suggest corrections for the archive edition 

should mark them clearly in the daily edition, and send it to the Official Report, 375 High Street, Edinburgh EH99 
1SP. Suggested corrections in any other form cannot be accepted. 

 
The deadline for corrections to this edition is: 

 
 

Wednesday 3 July 2002 
 
 
Members who want reprints of their speeches (within one month of the date of publication) may obtain request forms 

and further details from the Central Distribution Office, the Document Supply Centre or the Official Report. 
 
 
 

 
PRICES AND SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

 

 
DAILY EDITIONS 
 

Single copies: £5 

Meetings of the Parliament annual subscriptions: £350.00 

 

The archive edition of the Official Report of meetings of the Parliament, written answers and public meetings of committees w ill be 
published on CD-ROM. 

 
WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT, compiled by the Scottish Parliament Information Centre, contains details of 

past and forthcoming business and of the work of committees and gives general information on legislation and other parliamentary 
activity. 

 
Single copies: £3.75 

Special issue price: £5 

Annual subscriptions: £150.00 

 
WRITTEN ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS w eekly compilation  
 

Single copies: £3.75 

Annual subscriptions: £150.00 

 
Standing orders will be accepted at the Document Supply Centre. 

 
 

 
 

  
Published in Edinburgh by  The Stationery Off ice Limited and av ailable f rom: 

 

 

  

The Stationery Office Bookshop 

71 Lothian Road 
Edinburgh EH3 9AZ  
0131 228 4181 Fax 0131 622 7017 
 
The Stationery Office Bookshops at: 
123 Kingsway, London WC2B 6PQ  
Tel 020 7242 6393 Fax 020 7242 6394 

68-69 Bull Street, Bir mingham B4 6AD  
Tel 0121 236 9696 Fax 0121 236 9699 
33 Wine Street, Bristol BS1 2BQ  
Tel 01179 264306 Fax 01179 294515 
9-21 Princess Street, Manches ter M60 8AS  

Tel 0161 834 7201 Fax 0161 833 0634 
16 Arthur Street, Belfast BT1 4GD  
Tel 028 9023 8451 Fax 028 9023 5401 
The Stationer y Office Oriel Bookshop,  
18-19 High Street, Car diff CF12BZ  

Tel 029 2039 5548 Fax 029 2038 4347 
 

 

The Stationery Office Scottish Parliament Documentation  

Helpline may be able to assist with additional information 
on publications of or about the Scottish Parliament,  
their availability and cost: 
 

Telephone orders and inquiries 
0870 606 5566 
 
Fax orders 

0870 606 5588 
 

 
 

 
 

 

The Scottish Parliament Shop 

George IV Bridge 
EH99 1SP 
Telephone orders 0131 348 5412 

 
sp.info@scottish.parliament.uk 
 
www.scottish.parliament.uk 
 

 
Accredited Agents 
(see Yellow Pages) 

 
and through good booksellers 
 

 

   

Printed in Scotland by The Stationery  Office Limited 

 

ISBN 0 338 000003 ISSN 1467-0178 

 

 

 


