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Scottish Parliament 

Tuesday 18 May 2021 

[The Presiding Officer opened the meeting at 
14:00] 

First Minister 

The Presiding Officer (Alison Johnstone): 
Good afternoon. Before we begin, I remind 
members that social distancing measures are in 
place in the chamber and across the Holyrood 
campus. I ask that members take care to observe 
those measures, including when entering and 
leaving the chamber. I also ask members to use 
only the aisles and walkways to access their seats 
and when moving around the chamber. 

The first item of business is the election of the 
Parliament’s nominee for First Minister. A note 
explaining the procedures that are to be followed 
this afternoon has been placed on each member’s 
desk. Information will also be provided in the chat 
function for the members who are taking part 
remotely. 

I have received three valid nominations for 
selection of the Parliament’s nominee for First 
Minister. I will now announce the nominations in 
alphabetical order. They are Willie Rennie, 
Douglas Ross and Nicola Sturgeon. I will ask each 
member to speak in support of their candidacy, for 
up to five minutes. 

After the nominees have spoken, members will 
be asked to cast their vote for their preferred 
nominee. A separate vote will be called for each 
nominee, and members can vote only once. Once 
all voting has been completed, any member who 
has not yet voted will be invited to cast a vote to 
abstain. There will be a short break for a few 
minutes while the result is verified, then I will 
announce the results of the voting. 

A nominee will be elected if an overall majority 
is obtained. If no majority is obtained, the 
candidate or candidates with the smallest number 
of votes will be eliminated. I ask members to note 
that, if we have a vote between only two 
candidates, all that is required is a simple majority 
for one of the candidates to be elected. Members 
might wish to record an abstention; no account of 
those votes will be taken in establishing whether a 
simple majority has been achieved. 

We will then proceed to a further round of 
voting. 

14:02 

Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (LD): I want 
Scotland to be a liberal country where everyone 

can live as they wish, not held back by prejudice 
or expectations, and where every person can 
achieve their potential, lifted up by a healthy body 
and an educated mind. 

I want an open and outward-looking Scotland, 
not one that blames its neighbours for our 
problems. I want a country that looks to the needs 
of people next door and around the world, and of 
people in the future, and not just to our own 
interests today. I want a Scotland with people who 
come together to overcome the enormous 
challenges that time throws our way. That would 
be my driving philosophy as First Minister. 

I would start by putting recovery first. The 
people who are waiting up to three years for 
mental health treatment need recovery to come 
first. The friends and family of the 1,256 people 
who lost their lives in a single year to drugs 
deserve our attention. Those who are looking for 
work cannot wait. Those who are desperate for a 
hip replacement or cancer treatment cannot wait, 
nor can those who wait for a good education and 
nor can future generations who want a healthy 
planet. They all deserve our focus, because they 
cannot wait behind another debate on the 
constitution. That is why I would put recovery first. 

When no single party has a majority, no one 
should assume a right to the office of First 
Minister. Most people did not vote for the largest 
party, so it is important that their voices be heard 
today. I stand for nomination as First Minister with 
great hope, but with a liberal dose of realism. 

This country is divided like never before—right 
down the middle, according to the polls and the 
election. Yet the situation is worse than that: 
hardened supporters on both sides cannot 
understand each other any more. They have 
stopped listening to each other, and the election 
campaign entrenched those differences. The 
Scottish National Party’s materials often featured 
Boris Johnson more than Nicola Sturgeon. The 
Conservatives were more interested in attacking 
Labour and the Liberal Democrats than in trying to 
win over SNP supporters. They both stoked up 
people’s fear, which resulted in thousands of 
people voting for one extreme for fear of the other. 

In that race to the bottom we lost out, but so did 
the country, as the chasm grew. Ever greater 
radicalisation of the hard-core support on each 
side is not sustainable, regardless of whether 
Scotland is part of the United Kingdom, because 
we will need the skills and the talents of everyone 
to overcome the enormous challenges that we 
face. 

There is an important lesson for those who want 
to keep Scotland in the United Kingdom—
especially for the Conservative Party. Many 
people have yet to make up their minds about 
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independence. We must reach out to them and to 
others, and we must listen, understand and act. In 
the election campaign, I reached out across the 
constitutional divide. Anas Sarwar reached out, 
too, but the Conservatives did not. That might 
have held it together for the Conservatives this 
time, but that strategy will not keep Scotland in the 
United Kingdom, and looking after their 
Conservative friends through Government 
contracts, cutting international aid, taking a 
cavalier approach to Northern Ireland and picking 
fights with Europe does not help, either. Far from 
being the defenders of the union, the 
Conservatives are the biggest threat to the union. 

However, Boris Johnson and the Conservatives 
are not the United Kingdom; it is bigger and better 
than that. I refuse to walk away from a partnership 
of the peoples of the UK because of the 
Conservatives. I am here to work for a liberal 
country—an open, internationalist, reformed, 
caring, fair and green country that is packed with 
opportunity for everyone, no matter their 
background. That is the country that I want to live 
in, and that is the country that I will always work 
for. 

14:06 

Douglas Ross (Highlands and Islands) (Con): 
When I was a child, people used to ask me what I 
wanted to be when I was older, and my answer 
was always that I wanted to be a dairy farmer. 
When I left school, I went to agricultural college at 
Auchincruive in Ayrshire, and, when I left college, I 
started working as a cattleman on a dairy farm in 
Moray. If you had told me back then, Presiding 
Officer, that one day I would be standing in our 
debating chamber, appealing for votes to be 
Parliament’s nominee for First Minister, I simply 
would not have believed you. 

Having started my speech with a bit of nostalgia, 
I want now to put in a bit of reality. I know that 
there is literally more chance of one of my cows 
fulfilling the nursery rhyme and jumping over the 
moon than there is of me winning the vote for 
nomination as First Minister today, but that does 
not mean that I cannot try. Although the ultimate 
decision might be a foregone conclusion, the route 
that is set for our nominee and our First Minister is 
not currently set in stone. 

People across Scotland want to see us pulling 
together, not apart. They want a Government that 
is determined to drive forward a legislative 
programme that is inspired by the values that 
have, for generations, underpinned our success as 
a country and our progress as a society. 

During the Scottish election campaign, 
Conservatives set out a number of bills that we 
would bring forward in this session of Parliament. 

Our first would be a bill to introduce a victims 
law—a detailed blueprint to overhaul Scotland’s 
justice system to put victims first. Never again 
should those who suffer at the hands of criminals 
feel that the accused gets more support than they 
do. 

We propose an enterprise bill, to stimulate the 
economic growth that is needed to propel our 
country out of the Covid crisis, to protect and 
create jobs in every part of the country and to 
engage with businesses and sectors that have felt 
ignored for far too long. Never again should 
businesses in Scotland’s largest city find out at the 
back of 4 on a Friday afternoon, just 48 hours 
before they had planned for significant reopening, 
that they would not be moving out of the existing 
Covid restrictions. Under the SNP, the spirit of 
enterprise has been stifled. Under a Scottish 
Conservative Administration, it would be fostered 
and encouraged. 

We would also introduce a right to rehab and 
recovery by enshrining in law the right to access 
residential rehabilitation services. Never again can 
a Scottish First Minister take their eye off the ball 
as drug deaths in this country soar. 

Those are just some of the bills that I would take 
forward as First Minister, but they are also bills 
that we will propose as a strong Opposition and as 
a party that aspires to govern our country in the 
future. 

My standing for First Minister today is a marker 
of our ambition not only for our party, but for 
Scotland, because we know that better days lie 
ahead. Scotland has to move on. The Parliament 
has to take Scotland forward. It has to take on the 
economic crisis and create jobs for the future, 
tackle the climate emergency and back our 
national health service with the best funding deal 
since devolution. It has to rise to the biggest 
challenges that we will face in the weeks, months 
and years ahead. 

Members will know that I am passionate about 
where I come from and that I am proud of my 
family. I think that my wee boy, Alistair, at just over 
two years old, will be pretty much oblivious to the 
fact that his dad is today seeking to become First 
Minister of Scotland. However, when he is old 
enough, I hope that he and his wee brother or 
sister, who is due in just five weeks, will look back 
on our proceedings with pride, not because of 
what their dad was trying to do today but because 
of what we can all do over the next five years—the 
129 of us who are honoured to be in such a 
privileged position. We have an opportunity to 
improve the lives of the people we represent. 

Although I am pretty sure that I will not be the 
Parliament’s nominee for First Minister at the end 
of today’s business, I hope that, by the end of this 
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session, in 2026, we can all look back on our time 
in office with pride that we met the challenges that 
we faced and that we delivered for Scotland and 
for future generations. 

14:11 

Nicola Sturgeon (Glasgow Southside) (SNP): 
I genuinely thank the other two candidates in this 
election. Given that Douglas Ross did not express 
an intention to be First Minister during the election 
campaign, I guess that his candidacy could be 
seen as a heroic, if slightly belated, change of 
heart. Then there is Willie Rennie. I say with 
almost a sneaking admiration that most women, 
even those such as I, who have been in politics for 
a long time, would literally give our eye teeth for 
just a shred of the—how can I put it 
diplomatically?—self-confidence of the man who 
can take his party from five MSPs to just four and 
still throw his hat into the ring to be First Minister. 
Fair play to him for that self-confidence, if for 
nothing else. 

To be serious, though, on this serious occasion, 
I am asking MSPs today to support my nomination 
as First Minister, and I bring with me a mandate 
from the voters in the election. The past year has 
been the most challenging that we have ever 
experienced. During the election campaign, I said 
that my overriding duty was to do everything 
possible to keep our country safe. If I am 
nominated today, my first and driving priority will, 
indeed, be to lead us through the pandemic and 
into recovery—the recovery of our economy, of 
our national health service and of our society. 

Some Covid restrictions have, of course, eased 
now because of the incredible sacrifices of people 
across our country and the magnificent success of 
the vaccination programme. However, we know 
that the crisis is not over, as the current situation 
in Moray and in Glasgow reminds us very starkly. 

As we look around the world, we also see more 
clearly than ever before that none of us will be 
entirely safe until everyone across our planet is 
safe. The past year has demonstrated as never 
before our common humanity and that the fates of 
us all are intertwined. We see that also in the 
climate emergency. That is why the 26th United 
Nations climate change conference of the 
parties—COP26—in Glasgow later this year will 
be a crucial event for our country and for the 
world. Countries across the globe will be 
rethinking and reimagining the societies that they 
want to be as they emerge from the crisis. Here, in 
Scotland, we must do so, too. 

This is a time to think big and to be pioneers. 
Just as there is in many other northern European 
countries, I believe that there is broad agreement 
in Scotland about the kind of country that we want 

to be—a more equal society with much greater 
economic security; a country that is committed to 
building a sustainable future for the generations to 
come; a Scotland that is an equal partner with our 
friends in the rest of the United Kingdom and 
across Europe; and a welcoming country, not one 
that conducts dawn raids in multicultural 
communities. 

Over the past year, I have sought to work 
across the chamber throughout the Covid crisis. If 
I am renominated today, I will continue to do so as 
we implement a programme to kick-start recovery. 
It will be a programme with the national health 
service, the economy and jobs at its heart. We will 
take an inclusive approach to the debate that all 
countries must have about how we can build the 
best possible post-pandemic future. In that 
endeavour, everyone in Scotland deserves to 
have an equal say. Scotland’s future must be 
Scotland’s choice. It is in that spirit of 
inclusiveness, and with a determination to work for 
all of Scotland each and every single day, that I 
am seeking the nomination of the Parliament as 
Scotland’s First Minister. Serving as our country’s 
First Minister is an immense privilege, but it is also 
an enormous responsibility and an enormous duty. 
I am ready—with the confidence of the Parliament, 
I hope—to get on with the job of leading this 
country to brighter and better times. 

The Presiding Officer: Before we move to the 
vote, there will be a short suspension to allow 
members to access the digital voting system. 

14:16 

Meeting suspended. 

14:24 

On resuming— 

The Presiding Officer: I remind members that 
they must vote once only and must use only their 
yes button in the voting app when voting. If any 
member casts a vote more than once or records a 
vote other than a yes vote, their vote will be 
treated as spoiled. Once the voting for candidates 
is completed, members who have not voted for a 
candidate will be given the opportunity to vote to 
abstain, by pressing their yes button. I will 
announce the result once all votes have been cast 
and verified. 

The first vote is for Willie Rennie. Only members 
who wish to vote for Willie Rennie should take part 
in this vote, by voting yes. No other members 
should vote. Members who wish to vote for Willie 
Rennie should vote yes now. This will be a two-
minute division. 

Members voted.  
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The Presiding Officer: The voting time has 
ended. Any member who believes that they have 
been unable to cast their vote should advise that 
they would like to make a point of order. 

The second vote is for Douglas Ross. Only 
members who wish to vote for Douglas Ross 
should take part in this vote, by voting yes. No 
other members should vote and members who 
wish to vote for Douglas Ross should vote yes 
now. You have two minutes to vote. 

Members voted. 

The Presiding Officer: The voting time has 
ended. Any member who believes that they were 
unable to cast their vote should advise that they 
wish to make a point of order. 

The third vote is for Nicola Sturgeon. Only 
members who wish to vote for Nicola Sturgeon 
should take part in this vote, by voting yes. No 
other members should vote and members who 
wish to vote for Nicola Sturgeon should vote yes 
now. This will be a two-minute vote. 

Members voted. 

The Presiding Officer: The voting time has 
ended. Again, any member who believes that they 
were unable to cast their vote should advise that 
they wish to make a point of order. 

That concludes the votes for all candidates. The 
next vote is only for members who have not yet 
voted and who wish to record an abstention. 
Members wishing to abstain should press their yes 
button now. This will be a two-minute vote. 

The Presiding Officer: The voting time has 
ended. Any member who believes that they were 
unable to cast their vote should advise that they 
wish to make a point of order. 

That concludes this round of voting. There will 
now be a short suspension while the votes are 
verified. 

14:37 

Meeting suspended. 

14:45 

On resuming— 

The Presiding Officer: In the vote to select the 
Parliament’s nominee for First Minister, the 
number of votes cast for each candidate was: 
Willie Rennie 4, Douglas Ross 31, Nicola 
Sturgeon 64, Abstentions 28. 

Votes for Willie Rennie 

Cole-Hamilton, Alex (Edinburgh Western) (LD) 
McArthur, Liam (Orkney Islands) (LD) 
Rennie, Willie (North East Fife) (LD) 
Wishart, Beatrice (Shetland Islands) (LD) 

Votes for Douglas Ross 

Balfour, Jeremy (Lothian) (Con) 
Briggs, Miles (Lothian) (Con) 
Burnett, Alexander (Aberdeenshire West) (Con) 
Cameron, Donald (Highlands and Islands) (Con) 
Carlaw, Jackson (Eastwood) (Con) 
Carson, Finlay (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Con) 
Dowey, Sharon (South Scotland) (Con) 
Findlay, Russell (West Scotland) (Con) 
Fraser, Murdo (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Con) 
Gallacher, Meghan (Central Scotland) (Con) 
Golden, Maurice (North East Scotland) (Con) 
Gosal, Pam (West Scotland) (Con) 
Greene, Jamie (West Scotland) (Con) 
Gulhane, Sandesh (Glasgow) (Con) 
Hamilton, Rachael (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) 
(Con) 
Hoy, Craig (South Scotland) (Con) 
Halcro Johnston, Jamie (Highlands and Islands) (Con) 
Kerr, Liam (North East Scotland) (Con) 
Kerr, Stephen (Central Scotland) (Con) 
Lockhart, Dean (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Con) 
Lumsden, Douglas (North East Scotland) (Con) 
Mountain, Edward (Highlands and Islands) (Con) 
Mundell, Oliver (Dumfriesshire) (Con) 
Ross, Douglas (Highlands and Islands) (Con) 
Simpson, Graham (Central Scotland) (Con) 
Smith, Liz (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Con) 
Stewart, Alexander (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Con) 
Webber, Sue (Lothian) (Con) 
Wells, Annie (Glasgow) (Con) 
White, Tess (North East Scotland) (Con) 
Whittle, Brian (South Scotland) (Con) 

Votes for Nicola Sturgeon 

Adam, George (Paisley) (SNP) 
Adam, Karen (Banffshire and Buchan Coast) (SNP) 
Adamson, Clare (Motherwell and Wishaw) (SNP) 
Allan, Dr Alasdair (Na h-Eileanan an Iar) (SNP) 
Arthur, Tom (Renfrewshire South) (SNP) 
Beattie, Colin (Midlothian North and Musselburgh) (SNP) 
Brown, Keith (Clackmannanshire and Dunblane) (SNP) 
Brown, Siobhian (Ayr) (SNP) 
Callaghan, Stephanie (Uddingston and Bellshill) (SNP) 
Coffey, Willie (Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley) (SNP) 
Constance, Angela (Almond Valley) (SNP) 
Denham, Ash (Edinburgh Eastern) (SNP) 
Dey, Graeme (Angus South) (SNP) 
Don, Natalie (Renfrewshire North and West) (SNP) 
Doris, Bob (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (SNP) 
Dornan, James (Glasgow Cathcart) (SNP) 
Dunbar, Jackie (Aberdeen Donside) (SNP) 
Ewing, Annabelle (Cowdenbeath) (SNP) 
Ewing, Fergus (Inverness and Nairn) (SNP) 
Fairlie, Jim (Perthshire South and Kinross-shire) (SNP) 
FitzPatrick, Joe (Dundee City West) (SNP) 
Forbes, Kate (Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch) (SNP) 
Gibson, Kenneth (Cunninghame North) (SNP) 
Gilruth, Jenny (Mid Fife and Glenrothes) (SNP) 
Gougeon, Mairi (Angus North and Mearns) (SNP) 
Grahame, Christine (Midlothian South, Tweeddale and 
Lauderdale) (SNP) 
Gray, Neil (Airdrie and Shotts) (SNP) 
Harper, Emma (South Scotland) (SNP) 
Haughey, Clare (Rutherglen) (SNP) 
Hepburn, Jamie (Cumbernauld and Kilsyth) (SNP) 
Hyslop, Fiona (Linlithgow) (SNP) 
Kidd, Bill (Glasgow Anniesland) (SNP) 
Lochhead, Richard (Moray) (SNP) 
MacDonald, Gordon (Edinburgh Pentlands) (SNP) 
MacGregor, Fulton (Coatbridge and Chryston) (SNP) 
Mackay, Rona (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (SNP) 
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Macpherson, Ben (Edinburgh Northern and Leith) (SNP) 
Maguire, Ruth (Cunninghame South) (SNP) 
Martin, Gillian (Aberdeenshire East) (SNP) 
Mason, John (Glasgow Shettleston) (SNP) 
Matheson, Michael (Falkirk West) (SNP) 
McAllan, Màiri (Clydesdale) (SNP) 
McKee, Ivan (Glasgow Provan) (SNP) 
McKelvie, Christina (Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse) 
(SNP) 
McLennan, Paul (East Lothian) (SNP) 
McMillan, Stuart (Greenock and Inverclyde) (SNP) 
McNair, Marie (Clydebank and Milngavie) (SNP) 
Minto, Jenni (Argyll and Bute) (SNP) 
Nicoll, Audrey (Aberdeen South and North Kincardine) 
(SNP) 
Robertson, Angus (Edinburgh Central) (SNP) 
Robison, Shona (Dundee City East) (SNP) 
Roddick, Emma (Highlands and Islands) (SNP) 
Somerville, Shirley-Anne (Dunfermline) (SNP) 
Stevenson, Collette (East Kilbride) (SNP) 
Stewart, Kaukab (Glasgow Kelvin) (SNP) 
Stewart, Kevin (Aberdeen Central) (SNP) 
Sturgeon, Nicola (Glasgow Southside) (SNP) 
Swinney, John (Perthshire North) (SNP) 
Thomson, Michelle (Falkirk East) (SNP) 
Todd, Maree (Caithness, Sutherland and Ross) (SNP) 
Torrance, David (Kirkcaldy) (SNP) 
Tweed, Evelyn (Stirling) (SNP) 
Whitham, Elena (Carrick, Cumnock and Doon Valley) 
(SNP) 
Yousaf, Humza (Glasgow Pollok) (SNP) 

Abstentions 

Baillie, Jackie (Dumbarton) (Lab) 
Baker, Claire (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Lab) 
Bibby, Neil (West Scotland) (Lab) 
Boyack, Sarah (Lothian) (Lab) 
Burgess, Ariane (Highlands and Islands) (Green) 
Chapman, Maggie (North East Scotland) (Green) 
Choudhury, Foysol (Lothian) (Lab) 
Clark, Katy (West Scotland) (Lab) 
Duncan-Glancy, Pam (Glasgow) (Lab) 
Grant, Rhoda (Highlands and Islands) (Lab) 
Greer, Ross (West Scotland) (Green) 
Griffin, Mark (Central Scotland) (Lab) 
Harvie, Patrick (Glasgow) (Green) 
Johnson, Daniel (Edinburgh Southern) (Lab) 
Leonard, Richard (Central Scotland) (Lab) 
Mackay, Gillian (Central Scotland) (Green) 
Marra, Michael (North East Scotland) (Lab) 
McNeill, Pauline (Glasgow) (Lab) 
Mochan, Carol (South Scotland) (Lab) 
O’Kane, Paul (West Scotland) (Lab) 
Rowley, Alex (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Lab) 
Ruskell, Mark (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Green) 
Sarwar, Anas (Glasgow) (Lab) 
Slater, Lorna (Lothian) (Green) 
Smyth, Colin (South Scotland) (Lab) 
Sweeney, Paul (Glasgow) (Lab) 
Villalba, Mercedes (North East Scotland) (Lab) 
Whitfield, Martin (South Scotland) (Lab) 

The Presiding Officer: Nicola Sturgeon is 
therefore selected as the nominee, and I 
congratulate the First Minister on her selection. 
[Applause.] I now call every party leader to 
respond. 

14:46 

Douglas Ross: When the vote verification took 
so long, I began to wonder whether the Liberal 
Democrats were calling for a recount to save their 
deposit. The process took a bit longer than some 
of us expected, but the result is clear. 

Despite our fundamental differences on many 
issues, I congratulate the First Minister on her re-
election. There are few greater honours than 
serving the public in her position, and I know that 
she takes the role seriously. My party will 
challenge her actions as First Minister and those 
of her Government, but I will not question her 
sincere commitment to the job that she has done 
for the past seven years and to which she is 
committed for the next five years. 

For the previous seven years, the First Minister 
led a Government that has now been in office for 
14 years, and she has been given the opportunity 
to serve for a further five. Regardless of party-
political affiliation, that is a significant 
achievement. 

The length of its period in office is an 
achievement, but the First Minister’s party must be 
held to account for its record, as I believe Nicola 
Sturgeon would agree. We cannot ignore what has 
happened in the past 14 years of the SNP 
Government. Our education system is falling down 
international league tables. The numbers of drug 
deaths have more than doubled since 2014 to 
record highs. Our economy stagnated behind the 
rest of the UK for a decade. New ferries have 
been delayed or are over budget. Violent crime 
figures are rising. Teacher numbers have been 
slashed. The patient treatment time guarantee has 
been broken 330,000 times. The list could go on. 

We must take Scotland forward. We cannot 
spend the next five years mired in the same stale 
debates and disagreements as consumed and 
held back the Parliament in the previous session. 
This time, we need a Parliament of action; a 
Parliament of delivery; and a Parliament of 
purpose—a Parliament that unites this country and 
leads it in a national mission to get us all through 
this. If the SNP Government applies itself 100 per 
cent to that task, it will find support from 
Conservative members. However, if it deviates 
from that task and puts political priorities ahead of 
Scotland’s interests, and if it wastes time in the 
chamber on old arguments instead of constructive 
delivery, we will fight it every step of the way. 

The Scottish people have elected this Scottish 
Parliament—every single member—on a promise 
of delivering Scotland’s recovery; of steering our 
country through the rest of the coronavirus 
pandemic and supporting individuals, families and 
communities the length and breadth of Scotland; 
and of rebuilding our country so that Scotland’s 
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economy is stronger and its public services are 
better than ever before. That was the promise that 
we all made to the people of Scotland in the 
election campaign, and that is the task that we 
now face. Let us get on with it. [Applause.] 

The Presiding Officer: I call Anas Sarwar, who 
joins us remotely. 

14:49 

Anas Sarwar (Glasgow) (Lab): I congratulate 
the First Minister on her re-election, and I am sorry 
that I cannot be in the chamber with members to 
mark this occasion in person. I, and the whole of 
my party, wish the First Minister well in the months 
and years ahead. I offer Willie Rennie and 
Douglas Ross my commiserations. 

Since I was elected Labour leader, 11 weeks 
ago, I have been honest about my ambition for my 
party and my ambition for Scotland. I am not 
interested in simply opposing; I want to build the 
credible alternative. That is a journey, and I appeal 
directly to people who are watching: if they want to 
be part of that, they should join us. 

This parliamentary session—the sixth since 
Donald Dewar was elected as our first First 
Minister—will be the most defining period for our 
nation since devolution. Meanwhile, we are still in 
the grip of a public health emergency. Covid 
continues to spread through our communities, and 
the danger has not passed—with the pandemic 
causing illness in my home right now, I know that 
all too well. 

Even if the immediate risk to lives passes in the 
coming months, as we all hope that it will do, we 
face the huge task of Scotland’s national recovery. 
It is a challenge that will take many years. 

That challenge brought a rare note of unity to 
the recent election campaign. The message that 
we have been sent by the people of Scotland 
could not have been clearer. We all pledged to 
focus on the recovery, and we must all honour 
that. 

That is the mandate that we have collectively 
been given: to come through this most difficult 
year and build a better, stronger, greener and 
fairer nation. None of us should underestimate the 
scale of ambition that that will require. We have a 
balanced Parliament with no majority for one 
single party, which means that parties must work 
together. 

We must do that, because lives and livelihoods 
remain at risk. More than 300,000 Scots do not 
know whether they will have a job to go back to. 
We have suffered an economic crash that is 
harder and deeper than the banking crisis. Pupils 
have missed out on almost a year of school. Our 
NHS and social care systems—battered but not 

broken—need support, reform and investment. In 
just months, the eyes of the world will be on 
Glasgow as we host COP26. 

If she is to meet those challenges—and many 
more—the First Minister must be bold. There will 
undoubtedly be issues on which she and I 
disagree—the constitution is one of them. There 
will be areas on which we believe that the First 
Minister has failed, and we will not be afraid to say 
so. There will also be areas on which I and the 
First Minister agree, and I will not allow our 
disagreements to stand in the way of that. 

There will also be areas on which we think that 
the First Minister should be doing better and going 
further, and we will push her and her Government 
to be bolder in the coming weeks, months and 
years. Let me give some examples. The 
Government must go further and be bolder on a 
jobs plan, on economic support for businesses, on 
mental health support, on catch-up and cancer 
services, and on child poverty. We should double 
the Scottish child payment immediately rather than 
over the course of this parliamentary session. 

Right now, we need a First Minister for everyone 
in Scotland. What we need is not a campaigner 
who will lead a movement for half the country but 
a First Minister who will lead a national recovery 
for everyone. In the final television debate, the 
First Minister made that promise. We will hold her 
to it. The national recovery cannot be just a 
slogan; it must be our Parliament’s collective 
national mission on behalf of the people we are 
elected to represent. 

Over the coming years, let us be inspired by the 
future that we can build, not the arguments of the 
past. Let us demonstrate the best of Scotland and 
focus on what unites us, not what divides us. 
[Applause.] 

The Presiding Officer: I call Lorna Slater. This 
will be Ms Slater’s first speech in the chamber. 

14:53 

Lorna Slater (Lothian) (Green): I offer my 
congratulations and those of the Scottish Green 
Party to Nicola Sturgeon on her re-election as First 
Minister. It is a remarkable achievement to be 
returned for a fourth term, 14 years after the 
Scottish National Party entered government and 
more than six years after Nicola Sturgeon herself 
became First Minister. To be returned with the 
second-highest tally of seats at any election since 
devolution demonstrates that, whatever 
differences we have, the First Minister personally 
retains the confidence of the bulk of the country. 

I look across this debating chamber and what I 
see is hope. I see Scotland’s most diverse 
Parliament coming together in this room at this 
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most critical of times. I see more young people, 
more women, more disabled people and more 
people with diverse backgrounds and experiences. 
I am particularly moved that, in this session of the 
Parliament, we have crossed what I consider to be 
a key threshold for culture change in an institution, 
in that, now, more than 40 per cent—it is 45 per 
cent, actually—of our MSPs are women. I 
congratulate all the parties that have worked hard 
to improve their gender balance in order to bring in 
that fresh talent and those new perspectives. 

That is important because, when we change 
who makes decisions, we change outcomes. Will 
we, as a more diverse group, have a more positive 
working culture? Will there be more cross-party 
working on matters such as a national care 
service, housing, education and tackling the 
climate and nature emergencies? Will we be able 
to think long term—to think about the wellbeing of 
our people and the stewardship of our land and 
resources, rather than allowing exploitation and 
extraction? 

I have hope, because these are challenging 
times. The climate emergency requires this 
Government and this Parliament to take bold, 
transformative action. The pandemic requires a 
commitment to investment and rebuilding. The fact 
that the majority of MSPs who were returned to 
this Parliament are pro-independence means that 
we need to have a national conversation about the 
constitution and what kind of country we want to 
be. Do we want to be welcoming to refugees? Do 
we want to be a world leader in renewable energy 
and have town and city centres that are designed 
for people rather than cars? Do we want blood 
sports on our hills, or sustainable agriculture and 
forestry? 

I have hope because, in this election, the people 
of Scotland voted like their future depended on it. 
They voted in record numbers for the Scottish 
Greens and returned the largest-ever number of 
Green MSPs. The people have asked for practical, 
life-changing policies: new jobs in renewable 
energy, warm homes, upgraded railways and 
stronger links to Europe. 

We can take many of those steps now without 
waiting for independence, but completing the 
necessary transformation must also involve asking 
the people of Scotland to choose their future. We 
must make the case for independence that is 
based on transformation and on building the 
Scotland that we want to see: a fair and green 
Scotland that is in charge of its own destiny. We 
can invest in jobs and the economic recovery, 
reduce carbon emissions and improve the quality 
of life for everyone in Scotland; we—the people in 
this room—just have to choose to do so. 

I hope that the First Minister and everyone in 
this room will consider the nature of the multiple 

crises that we face and will commit to working in a 
spirit of co-operation and constructively, across 
party lines, to make the kind of transformative 
changes that are needed to protect our 
environment and ensure an economy that works 
for everyone. [Applause.]  

14:57 

Willie Rennie: I congratulate Nicola Sturgeon 
on her success. I am sure that there will be many 
sharp exchanges in the chamber over the next five 
years, but I will offer a few words of respect. 

It has been an extraordinary time with 
extraordinary pressures, both Covid and political. I 
have admired Nicola Sturgeon’s personal 
leadership through the pandemic; she has made 
life-and-death decisions every day. I was 
impressed by the clarity of the communications 
and I agreed with the caution, too. 

The fact that we have political differences in the 
chamber should not prevent us from respecting 
each other, and we should appreciate the personal 
sacrifice that comes with public service and office. 
Of course, that personal sacrifice pales in 
comparison with the many struggles that our 
constituents face every day, but it is sacrifice 
nonetheless, so I thank Nicola Sturgeon for that 
service and offer my support as well. 

We have worked together through the pandemic 
to get through that deadly challenge. The 
Parliament needs more of that focus and 
partnership for the next five years. Therefore, as 
she starts to shape the nominations for her 
cabinet, I appeal to the First Minister not to appoint 
a minister for the constitution. I want her to reflect 
that the election was about putting recovery first, 
so there should be no place in the new 
Government for a minister for the referendum. We 
cannot afford talented civil servants focusing on a 
new independence white paper when we need the 
best to focus on the recovery. 

Instead, I hope that the First Minister will appoint 
a minister for recovery. It would be a senior 
appointment to focus the Government’s energy. 
The recovery-first cabinet secretary would use civil 
service expertise to plan a recovery that balances 
the needs of the health service, education, 
business and many other areas of our lives. That 
appointment would be a powerful signal of the 
priorities for this session of the Parliament. I hope 
that the First Minister will take that point on. 

In conclusion, I wish the First Minister well in her 
term of office and commit to working together to 
improve the lives of the people we all represent. 
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15:00 

The First Minister (Nicola Sturgeon): 
Presiding Officer, I thank you for your kind words 
and the other party leaders for theirs. All words of 
advice are genuinely received in a spirit of good 
faith. 

Most of all, I thank my fellow members of the 
Scottish Parliament for selecting me as the 
Parliament’s nominee to be the First Minister of 
Scotland. There is simply no greater privilege than 
to be elected as the First Minister of our country. I 
pledge that I will fulfil the duties placed on me to 
the very best of my ability. I will do all that I can 
with all the powers that are vested in the office of 
First Minister to make our country the best 
possible place in which to live, work and grow up. 

Today is the third occasion on which I have 
been nominated by the Parliament to be the First 
Minister. On the previous two occasions, my family 
was present in the public gallery. Circumstances 
mean that that is not possible today, although, 
even if it had been, the loss of my father-in-law 18 
months ago would have made it feel very different. 
I miss my family today, and that is a feeling that so 
many of us have had to bear during the past year. 
I know, however, that they are watching, so I hope 
that I can be indulged just for a moment as I speak 
to them. 

Being a close family member of the First 
Minister is a role that, unlike me, you have no 
choice about, but your love and support sustains 
me—and never more so than through the various 
stresses and strains of the past year. I cannot ever 
thank you enough, although I could probably try 
harder and more often, but please know how 
much I do love all of you. 

I spoke earlier about the privilege of being First 
Minister, and it is, indeed, a privilege. However, in 
truth, it is the heavy sense of responsibility and 
duty much more than the privilege that any 
incumbent of the office will feel most acutely every 
single day. For me, as First Minister for more than 
six years, that has never been more true than it 
has been during the past 14 months or so. Our 
country is living through the most challenging and 
traumatic period that most of us have ever known. 
Lives have been lost, families have been bereaved 
and separated, businesses and jobs have been 
lost, and many who have had Covid are still 
suffering from long-term health problems. I have 
done my best to steer us through, and I have 
learned the hard way that, in such a situation, 
there are very few good outcomes, just more or 
less harmful ones. Decisions that are necessary to 
save lives and protect health—our most important 
duty—will cost jobs and businesses and affect our 
wellbeing in so many other ways and, indeed, vice 
versa. I will continue to work every single day to 

make the best decisions possible, and I resolve 
never to shy away from the tough calls. 

As a result of our collective sacrifice and the 
power of vaccination, we have made progress, but 
in the past few days we have also been reminded 
that Covid is not done with us yet. The virus still 
poses a real danger that we must take seriously. 
Tough decisions still lie ahead. That is why I want 
to reiterate the pledge that I made during the 
election campaign. For as long as is necessary, 
every ounce of my energy and focus will be on 
navigating us through the pandemic and keeping 
our country as safe as possible. 

Of course, part of that responsibility involves 
laying the foundations now for the recovery that 
we all want to build. During the campaign, the 
Scottish National Party published a plan for the 
first 100 days of a new Government. That plan is 
now Scottish Government policy and the cabinet 
secretaries and ministers who will be appointed 
during the next couple of days will be charged with 
delivering it at pace. Among many other initiatives, 
it will prioritise: completing the vaccination 
programme as quickly as possible; implementing a 
pay rise for NHS workers; publishing an NHS 
recovery plan; opening the first three fast-track 
cancer diagnostic centres; removing dental 
charges for care leavers as the first step towards 
ending all dental charges; consulting on legislation 
to establish a new national care service; 
establishing a new council for economic 
transformation; funding colleges to deliver 5,000 
more industry-focused courses; funding 1,000 
extra teachers as the first phase of additional 
recruitment; abolishing fees for music and arts 
education; starting the roll-out of laptops and 
tablets for all school pupils; making payments to 
low-income families as we prepare for the 
doubling of the Scottish child payment; starting 
work on a minimum income guarantee; and taking 
the next steps on our journey to net zero as we 
prepare to welcome the world to COP26 later this 
year.  

There is much to be getting on with, and this will 
be a Government of action. Many of the policy 
initiatives that I have mentioned will, I hope, attract 
cross-party agreement. I will return to that point 
shortly, but first I will briefly address the issue of 
an independence referendum, which I know that 
we do not all agree on. By any measure of 
parliamentary democracy, there is a clear 
mandate for a referendum within this session of 
Parliament. It is important, in the interests of 
democracy, that that is acknowledged and 
respected. However, it is also important that I 
exercise that mandate with responsibility and 
humility, and only when the crisis of Covid has 
passed. I give that commitment today. 
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I believe that being independent will give 
Scotland, now and in the future, the best chance 
of making the most of our vast talents and 
resources. There are so many ways in which that 
matters—and we were reminded of just one of 
them last week. Our economic prospects depend 
on us attracting more people to live and work in 
Scotland. Yet, on Thursday, in Kenmure Street in 
my constituency, immigration officials tried to 
forcibly remove two individuals against the wishes 
of their community. With independence, the 
decisions that shape our future will lie with us.  

I have always believed that how we achieve 
independence is as important as the outcome 
itself. It will determine the strength of the 
foundation on which we build. I am acutely aware 
that opinion on whether Scotland should be 
independent is evenly balanced. My decisions, as 
a First Minister for all of Scotland, will always be 
mindful of that—but that should apply to all of us. 
The views of those who do not support 
independence must not be ignored; you must not 
feel as if you are being bludgeoned towards an 
outcome that you have not been persuaded of. 
However, by the same token, the views of those 
who support independence cannot be ignored 
either. We cannot simply be told that there is no 
democratic route to seeking the future that we 
want for our country. 

That takes us to a fundamental point. Unity of 
purpose for any country is an important condition 
of success, but unity is not achieved by pretending 
that genuine differences of opinion do not exist or 
that one side of a debate has no right to be heard. 
Unity is best achieved through open, informed and 
respectful discussion and, crucially, by agreeing 
that, ultimately, the only legitimate way to resolve 
difference is through democratic means. Passions 
will always run high on the issue of independence, 
and for good reason. However, if on both sides of 
this great national debate we can strive for mutual 
understanding and empathy, and if we show a 
willingness sometimes to listen more than to talk 
and to respect the power of democracy, I believe 
that we can and will find the right path and that we 
will do so together and at the right time. I know 
that I will not always succeed, but I promise that I 
will do my best to lead in that spirit. 

Building unity is partly about how we resolve 
issues of difference, but it is also about reaching 
beyond difference. There is so much that this 
Parliament can and should work together on. 
During the campaign, I was struck by the extent of 
the common ground between our different 
manifestos—even the Institute for Fiscal Studies 
struggled to distinguish between us in its 
scepticism about the financing of it all. Perhaps we 
should therefore work together now to prove it 
wrong. Seriously, however, I have been heartened 
by my discussions across party lines since the 

election, and I hope that they will develop 
positively. 

Whatever else happens over the next five years, 
let us come together to build a legacy out of this 
pandemic for the generations that come after us, 
including opportunities for every young person, a 
national care service to match the vision and 
ambition of our national health service, policies 
that will lift children and families out of poverty and 
give everyone the basic security that they need to 
fulfil their potential, and action that will not only 
end our contribution to climate change but harness 
the massive economic opportunities of doing so 
and give us the moral authority to exhort the rest 
of the world to do likewise. 

The sixth session of our Parliament is convening 
in the toughest of times, but we have reasons to 
be optimistic. We have been elected on a bigger 
voter turnout and by a wider franchise than ever 
before. We look more like the Scotland that we 
represent than our predecessors did. We—well, 
maybe not all of us—are younger, and we are 
more diverse. We have more women, more 
members of minority ethnic communities, the first 
women of colour and the first permanent 
wheelchair user. Let us take heart from all of that 
and resolve not only individually but collectively to 
live up to the expectations that Scotland has 
vested in us. 

Out of these tough times, there is a duty to be 
bold and fearless. When I accepted the 
Parliament’s nomination as First Minister in 2016, I 
quoted our first makar, Edwin Morgan, whose 
words remind us of our mandate to be bold. 
Today, I will end with the words of someone else 
from whom I take inspiration, the late Eleanor 
Roosevelt: 

“You gain strength, courage and confidence by every 
experience in which you really stop to look fear in the face 
... You must do the thing you think you cannot do.” 

I hope that that advice will guide this Parliament—
it is certainly how I will seek to govern. 

I thank the Parliament again for its confidence, 
and I pledge to serve all of Scotland with 
boldness, energy and dedication, and to do so in a 
spirit of integrity, friendship and common purpose. 
[Applause.]  

The Presiding Officer: Thank you. That 
concludes the selection of the First Minister. I 
remind members that social distancing measures 
are in place in the chamber and across the 
Holyrood campus. I ask that members take care to 
observe those measures, including when entering 
and exiting the chamber. 
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Urgent Questions 

15:12 

The Presiding Officer (Alison Johnstone): 
The next item of business is urgent questions. If a 
member who is in the main hall or the gallery 
wishes to ask a supplementary question, they 
should alert one of the clerks, who will ensure that 
the member has access to a microphone. 

Police Scotland and Rangers Football Club 
(Engagement) 

James Dornan (Glasgow Cathcart) (SNP): To 
ask the Scottish Government what engagement it 
has had with Police Scotland and Rangers 
Football Club regarding the reported Covid-19 
regulations breaches and incidents of vandalism, 
violence and anti-Catholic bigotry in Glasgow city 
centre and at Ibrox Stadium on 15 May. 

The Cabinet Secretary for Justice (Humza 
Yousaf): Presiding Officer, I welcome you to your 
post, which I did not get to do when answering a 
previous urgent question. 

In response to James Dornan’s question, I say 
that I was in regular contact with Police Scotland 
over the weekend as the appalling events 
unfolded in Glasgow. First and foremost, I record 
my thanks to the officers on the ground, some of 
whom suffered injuries as they went about their 
job. Such assaults on our officers are simply 
unacceptable. On many levels, I am disappointed 
about the selfishness of the Covid breaches, but I 
am perhaps more disappointed about the violence 
and vandalism that we saw in George Square and 
with the anti-Catholic bigotry that was on display. 

Since the weekend, my officials and I have 
continued to liaise with Police Scotland and to 
engage directly with Rangers Football Club to 
discuss the fallout and consider next steps. Police 
Scotland has set up a dedicated team and an 
online portal in order to investigate the George 
Square incidents. I envisage that arrests will follow 
in the days and weeks ahead. Rangers FC is 
working closely with Police Scotland to identify 
supporters who were involved in criminal activity, 
and I urge Rangers to take strong action against 
any fan who is found to have broken the law. 

James Dornan: Saturday’s scenes were an 
utter disgrace. Like many people, I am sick and 
tired of Rangers fans thinking that they are above 
the law. Vandalism, violence among themselves 
and towards the police, anti-Catholic bigotry and 
anti-Irish racism show us that we have a major 
problem in Scotland, which we must tackle. 

The blame for the abhorrent scenes lies 
squarely with the Rangers fans who were in 
attendance, but the club itself has a major role to 

play in respect of the messages that it sends and 
the behaviour of club members. 

How could Saturday’s chaos affect Glasgow’s 
Covid rate, which is already concerning, and what 
action is the Government taking—and does it 
intend to take—to eradicate anti-Catholic bigotry 
and anti-Irish racism in Scotland? 

Humza Yousaf: James Dornan probably 
expresses the anger that many citizens of 
Glasgow and people across the country feel. In 
fairness to Rangers Football Club, it has engaged 
for a number of weeks with Police Scotland, the 
Scottish Government and Glasgow City Council, 
and it has released a statement asking its fans 
and pleading with them to respect the Covid 
guidelines. I would have liked that messaging to 
have been stronger and more explicit, but such 
messaging did come forth. 

James Dornan has hit on an important point. As 
much as people may ask—legitimately, of 
course—whether Government, the police and the 
club could have done more, let us not forget that 
responsibility for the dreadful scenes that we saw 
lies on the shoulders of the individuals who took 
part in the disorder. There must be personal 
responsibility, because those people do not need 
the Government, the police or a football club to tell 
them that we are in the midst of a global 
pandemic. Personal responsibility must be taken. 
As I said, Police Scotland will follow that up. 

On the health impact, I heard Professor Jason 
Leitch this morning on “Good Morning Scotland” 
say that, from a clinical perspective, we might, 
while expressing disappointment about them, 
never know whether mass gatherings by Rangers 
fans in Glasgow were superspreader events. We 
will need to see how the data looks in the coming 
weeks. 

On James Dornan’s points about anti-Catholic 
and anti-Irish bigotry, I say that it is disgusting and 
disgraceful and I have zero tolerance for it. I do 
not for a second doubt that the matter will be part 
of the investigations that Police Scotland has 
committed to in following it up. Every one of us 
has a responsibility to call it out and to call it what 
it is. 

James Dornan: I welcome Police Scotland’s 
having established a dedicated inquiry team to 
investigate the carnage at George Square, but we 
also need to take steps to prevent such abhorrent 
scenes from happening in the first place. As the 
cabinet secretary is well aware, I have for years 
been pushing for strict liability, whereby clubs 
would be held responsible for the actions of their 
fans. Although I accept that personal responsibility 
is at the core of the issue, over the years I have 
been met with denial from football authorities and 
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clubs and have had death threats from Rangers 
fans. 

Will the cabinet secretary ask Rangers Football 
Club to reflect on what more it could have done, 
and what it can do in the future, to dampen the 
climate of hate and intimidation? Will he consider 
legislating to introduce strict liability or—which 
would be even better—will he work with the 
Scottish Football Association and Scottish 
Professional Football League with a view to 
implementing strict liability to ensure that scenes 
such as those on Saturday are never again seen 
from so-called football fans on the streets of 
Glasgow? 

Humza Yousaf: I am happy to take that 
conversation forward. Indeed, after tomorrow, 
whoever is in post as Cabinet Secretary for 
Justice, working alongside the minister who will 
have responsibility for sport, will be happy to do 
so. It is important that we engage with clubs and 
bring them with us on the journey, rather than try 
to impose measures on them. However, ultimately 
that is what we might have to do. If the clubs are 
unwilling to acknowledge, accept or confront the 
fact that there is a problem among some fans, we 
might have to work together as a Parliament to 
find an appropriate solution. 

We have just heard some excellent speeches, 
and I urge parliamentarians to work 
collaboratively. Many members across the 
chamber are fans of various football clubs and we 
have a responsibility to work together to try to find 
a lasting solution to the issue. I am happy in my 
current role—I am sure that whoever is the next 
Cabinet Secretary for Justice will be happy, too—
to work with James Dornan, because he has 
championed the issue. Strict liability is one of the 
options that should remain firmly on the table. 

Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Lab): Glasgow 
witnessed disorder and violence by some Rangers 
supporters in George Square only a few months 
previously, so why did we not learn from that? On 
the obscene anti-Catholic bigotry and anti-Irish 
racism—I am pleased that the First Minister and 
the justice secretary have rightly called those 
out—does the cabinet secretary acknowledge that 
the Catholic community is sick and tired of it and 
that we need everyone to work together, including 
the football organisations, which need to take a 
much tougher stance than they have done, with 
zero tolerance of bigotry wherever it is found in 
football and beyond? 

Humza Yousaf: I absolutely agree with how 
Pauline McNeill has articulated the problem. On 
her first question about what we have learned from 
the disorder in March, I say to her—this extends to 
all members—that I know from having spoken to 
Police Scotland that it is willing to speak to any 

member of the Scottish Parliament to explain the 
operational decisions that were taken. 

There is no easy answer. If people think that we 
can just throw 10,000 people in the back of police 
vans or custody suites overnight—I am not saying 
that Pauline McNeill is suggesting that—they 
should know that it cannot be done. How to ensure 
that such disorder did not take place in the very 
heart of our communities was one of the very 
difficult decisions that Police Scotland had to try to 
take. It is legitimate for Pauline McNeill and other 
members to ask those operational questions. I 
have spoken to Police Scotland, and it has said to 
me that it is absolutely willing to answer them. 

On the substance of Pauline McNeill’s question 
about anti-Catholic and anti-Irish hatred, I am 
disgusted by that hatred. She is absolutely correct 
to say that the Irish community and members of 
the Catholic community have faced that hatred for 
far too long. Perhaps we, collectively as a 
Parliament, have not done enough to call it out. I 
accept that from the Government’s perspective, 
too. 

I woke up this morning to two rabid anti-Catholic 
messages, which I have already reported to the 
police. I am neither Catholic nor Irish, but the 
hatred was directed towards me, so I intend to call 
it out. 

I suspect that we will have support and 
collaboration on the issue. I am happy to work with 
any members on calling out hatred and bigotry of 
any kind. 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Green): To 
reinforce James Dornan’s point, I say that many 
thousands of fans are clearly unwilling to listen, or 
are incapable of listening, to encouragement and 
appeals for civilised behaviour. Is it not abundantly 
clear that we will see significant change only when 
every fan of every club knows that any hint of 
vandalism, violence, antisocial behaviour or 
bigotry will bring not only criminal sanctions for 
them as individuals but immediate and severe 
sanctions for the club that they follow, whether 
through the law or through the football authorities? 

Humza Yousaf: Patrick Harvie makes a strong 
point, as James Dornan did. Strict liability should 
be on the table. Other suggestions that I have 
heard that should be on the table include an 
independent regulator, such as has been 
discussed for the English game. If football is 
unable to regulate itself, perhaps somebody who 
is independent should be considered. 

The clubs could also take stronger action. In my 
opening answer, I said that Rangers Football Club 
has committed to working with Police Scotland. I 
hope that any supporter or fan, or anybody who is 
involved with Rangers Football Club who has been 
found guilty of being involved in anti-Catholic 
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bigotry, vandalism or disorder will get a lifetime 
ban from the club. That is probably the 
punishment that fans would fear the most. 

Patrick Harvie’s points are well made. As I have 
said, the Government will work on a cross-party 
basis, I hope, to come to a solution. I hope that we 
can bring the clubs with us on that journey. 

Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Con): The 
scenes that we saw at the weekend were 
disgraceful, and the attacks on our excellent police 
officers were particularly reprehensible. However, 
crucially, the coronavirus and public health advice 
do not distinguish between reasons for gatherings; 
in the advice it is noted only that the risk of 
transmission is increased where they occur. Does 
the cabinet secretary agree that, in order to avoid 
public confusion, it is important to ensure 
consistency in public health messaging by 
advising against all gatherings? 

Humza Yousaf: Although that is important—I 
get the point that Liam Kerr is trying to make—
when I stood here on Friday to take an urgent 
question, Alex Cole-Hamilton asked me a 
supplementary question in response to which I 
made it abundantly clear that gatherings of any 
kind should not happen. The Government has said 
it from the daily briefings podium, and we say it in 
the chamber. The First Minister and I have said 
that, if it were not for the Covid regulations, we 
would have been at the Kenmure Street gathering, 
for example. However, we did not go, because we 
would not encourage gatherings of any sort 
because of the public health emergency. 

I say genuinely that we did not see thuggish and 
loutish behaviour in Kenmure Street. We did not 
see disorder, protesters punching police officers or 
protesters urinating in public, and we did not hear 
anti-Catholic bigotry—nor, indeed, did we hear it at 
other gatherings. 

When it comes to the public health emergency, 
Liam Kerr is absolutely right that the advice does 
not distinguish between gatherings. However, let 
us not think that there is absolute equivalence 
between the scenes of disorder that we saw at the 
weekend and what we saw in Pollokshields and 
some other gatherings over the weekend. 

I will continue to do what is important and 
necessary in the public health interest, and I hope 
that we can get the support of other parties in that 
endeavour. 

Kaukab Stewart (Glasgow Kelvin) (SNP): As 
the MSP whose constituency covers George 
Square, I have been contacted by numerous city 
centre residents who, like me, are appalled and 
disgusted by the behaviour of what was, to be 
frank, a mob in the guise of football fans. Does the 
minister agree that my constituents should not 
have to listen to such bigotry and racism or to 

witness such disgusting violence and vandalism in 
their streets? What steps is he taking to prevent a 
repeat of those shameful events? 

Humza Yousaf: I welcome Kaukab Stewart to 
the chamber. I am delighted that she has been 
elected. I do not know whether this is her first 
question; I suspect that it might be. It is no 
surprise to me that she has hit the ground running 
and is asking questions on behalf of constituents 
in the first weeks of parliamentary business. 

I will ensure that Police Scotland speaks to and 
debriefs Kaukab Stewart as the constituency 
MSP—I know that she has made that request. I 
support the actions that Police Scotland took over 
the weekend, but it is important that members can 
ask Police Scotland questions about operational 
matters on behalf of their constituents. 

We will do our best to stop similar gatherings 
and disorder from taking place. Police Scotland 
will always do that in the best interests of public 
order and safety. 

I go back to the point that I made to James 
Dornan at the beginning of this exchange: people 
must accept personal responsibility. No one needs 
the Government, the police or football clubs to tell 
them that assaulting police officers is wrong, that 
running amok, creating disorder and vandalising 
our city centres are wrong, that urinating in public 
is wrong, or that engaging in anti-Catholic bigotry 
is wrong. People should know that, yet grown men 
and women took part in the scenes that we saw 
over the weekend. 

Kaukab Stewart has my absolute commitment 
that we will work closely with any stakeholder, 
club, city council and the police to ensure that we 
can prevent similar scenes. However, we must 
also be absolutely emphatic in saying that people 
hold personal responsibility for their actions. That 
is why Police Scotland will follow up the matter in 
the coming weeks. 

Covid-19 (Glasgow) 

Sandesh Gulhane (Glasgow) (Con): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether it will provide an 
update on rising Covid-19 cases in Glasgow and 
parts of the greater Glasgow area. 

The Deputy First Minister and Cabinet 
Secretary for Education and Skills (John 
Swinney): I welcome Dr Gulhane to Parliament on 
the occasion of his first question to ministers.  

In her statement to Parliament on Friday 14 
May, the First Minister outlined the latest status of 
the outbreaks in Moray and Glasgow city, 
highlighting the public health response and plans 
to engage with local leaders, including around a 
package of support for the communities and those 
affected.  
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During the past few days, there has been a 
significant expansion of the testing programme 
and its capacity in the communities that are most 
directly affected by the increase in cases. That has 
also been supported by an expansion of the 
vaccination programme.  

The First Minister has committed to reviewing 
the situation again at the end of this week. That 
will include a review of any further areas where 
concerns emerge and the formulation of an 
appropriate response to any such developments. 

Sandesh Gulhane: As a general practitioner 
and someone of Indian heritage, I am aware of the 
hesitancy of vaccine uptake by members of ethnic 
minorities, who are at greater risk of a bad 
outcome. What measures will the Scottish 
Government take to ensure that we appeal to and 
convince those who are hesitant to take up the 
vaccine? 

John Swinney: Dr Gulhane raises a significant 
issue. I assure him that the approaches that are 
being taken in relation to the deployment and 
delivery of the vaccination programme have been 
designed to address the very issue that he raises 
by ensuring that the communication of messages 
about the advantages of the programme is 
delivered in the communities affected, by 
identifying and encouraging members of those 
communities to exercise a role in communicating 
the advantages of taking forward the programme, 
and by ensuring that all individuals who have been 
and will be eligible for the vaccine are supported 
by particular messaging to encourage them to take 
up vaccination. Obviously, there are challenges in 
reaching some of the affected communities, but I 
assure Dr Gulhane that specific communication 
measures have been taken to make sure that we 
do, and we will sustain those during the critical 
period ahead. 

Sandesh Gulhane: Glasgow businesses thrive 
on people from other parts of the country visiting 
the city to shop and go to its restaurants and pubs, 
and they are hard hit by the restrictions on non-
essential travel that are in force. What assessment 
has the Scottish Government undertaken to 
ensure that the £750 that affected businesses are 
receiving is sufficient to support them through the 
continued restrictions? 

John Swinney: There is obviously a necessity 
for us, in these circumstances, to take action that 
none of us would ordinarily want to take, which 
essentially restricts movement because of the 
need to address the public health challenge that is 
before us. We would prefer not to have to put in 
place the conditions that are being applied in the 
city of Glasgow, but we have to do so because of 
the public health imperative. 

The financial support that is being made 
available is regularly reviewed to determine its 
effectiveness and appropriateness. It is consistent 
with the approaches that we have taken in other 
parts of the country and in other, similar 
circumstances. We hope that the restrictions will 
have to last only for the shortest period possible, 
but during that period we will continue to review 
and engage with the business community on the 
detail and the substance of the financial support 
that is available. 

The Presiding Officer: There is a great deal of 
interest in the subject, as we would expect. I call 
Paul O’Kane. 

Paul O’Kane (West Scotland) (Lab): Thank 
you, Presiding Officer. As this is my first 
contribution in the chamber, I congratulate you on 
being elected to the chair. 

We are now in a race against time between the 
spread of new variants and the number of people 
who have been vaccinated. That is particularly 
true in places such as East Renfrewshire in my 
region and, indeed, Midlothian, where numbers 
are rising. Many local people and businesses that I 
have spoken to are extremely anxious, given 
speculation that East Renfrewshire may move 
backwards to level 3 restrictions just a matter of 
days after it moved to level 2. 

Past experience has shown us what is required 
to get outbreaks of the virus under control, and 
early evidence suggests that vaccines remain 
effective against the so-called Indian variant. It is 
imperative that businesses are able to plan as far 
ahead as possible in the face of spikes such as 
the ones that we are seeing in East Renfrewshire, 
particularly given that many staff in businesses 
have been taken on in anticipation of restrictions 
easing and they are not covered by United 
Kingdom furlough schemes. 

Does the Deputy First Minister agree that the 
Government needs to urgently prioritise an action 
plan for affected areas that will ramp up 
vaccinations and testing and ensure that there are 
proper measures for supporting local businesses 
to survive any changes in restrictions that are put 
in place at short notice? 

John Swinney: I welcome Mr O’Kane to 
Parliament and wish him well in representing his 
constituents. He raises a number of very 
significant issues. I assure him that we are 
carefully monitoring on a daily basis the progress 
of virus levels in every part of the country to 
ensure that we are able to signal where we may 
have to take action in due course. I am sure that 
Mr O’Kane will accept, as I am sure that 
Parliament will accept, that some of these 
circumstances can change quite dramatically over 
a relatively short period of time, so we are 
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reviewing that information and, where we need to 
take action, we will do so. 

Having said that, I also accept the very clear 
view, which I have heard from the business 
community, that it wishes to avoid a situation 
where there is volatility in level setting. I think that 
we all agree that that is an undesirable situation to 
be in. We were keen to move as a whole country 
down the levels last week. That had been our 
intention, but, for understandable reasons, we 
were unable to make the change from level 3 to 
level 2 in Moray and Glasgow. However, we will 
try to minimise the degree of volatility in the 
judgments that are made at any stage. 

There will be a need for on-going dialogue with 
the business community around the measures that 
are necessary to support recovery during these 
uncertain times. I give Mr O’Kane and Parliament 
the assurance that ministers will engage in that 
dialogue on an on-going basis to make sure that 
we support Covid recovery in every respect in our 
communities and that we try to manage our way 
through these challenging times. 

Obviously, the more public compliance there is 
with the measures that are in place, the quicker 
we can get these outbreaks under control, and I 
would encourage such an approach to be taken in 
due course. 

The Presiding Officer: I call Pam Gosal. 

Pam Gosal (West Scotland) (Con): Thank you, 
Presiding Officer. I, too, extend my congratulations 
to you.  

What actions has the Scottish Government 
taken to encourage people from ethnic minority 
communities with lower vaccination uptake to 
make an appointment for their first dose as soon 
as possible, given the risks from the new Indian 
variant? 

John Swinney: I welcome Pam Gosal to 
Parliament and wish her well in representing her 
constituents.  

I covered a number of those points in my earlier 
responses to Sandesh Gulhane. As members of 
Parliament, we all have a role to encourage 
members of different communities to take up the 
offer of vaccination. It is clear from all the available 
data that vaccination provides a substantial level 
of protection from the virus to any individual. On 
early evidence so far—I stress that it is early 
evidence—the existing vaccines are providing a 
very robust protection against the so-called Indian 
variant.  

The Government’s communication and public 
health work reinforces my message on the 
advantages of vaccination for every member of 
our community, as it offers a higher degree of 
protection in all circumstances. We have taken 

steps over the past few days to reinforce that 
uptake message, particularly given the intensity of 
the outbreak in the south side of Glasgow, and we 
will continue to do so in the coming weeks. 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) 
(LD): NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde is writing 
to all those in the G41 and G42 postcode sectors 
to ask them to get tested. We know that surge 
testing works best when you go door to door. Any 
medical intervention should always be voluntary, 
but uptake is heightened when the opportunity for 
a test appears on people’s doorstep. What 
considerations has the Government given to that 
measure? 

John Swinney: In addition to the written 
correspondence to which Mr Cole-Hamilton refers, 
a number of steps have been taken to deploy 
various aspects of testing capacity into the heart of 
those communities. Lateral flow devices for self-
testing are available from the Glasgow Central 
mosque and seven other sites at mosques and 
Islamic education centres in Glasgow. As of 
Friday, more than 3,000 boxes of seven-pack test 
kits had been distributed through those channels. 

Eleven local test sites in Glasgow have been 
adapted to operate as dual polymerase chain 
reaction and lateral flow device sites all day—from 
8 in the morning to 8 at night—from Saturday, and 
mobile testing units have been deployed in a 
number of locations. We are also working with 
Glasgow City Council and NHS Greater Glasgow 
and Clyde to deliver lateral flow devices to more 
than 30,000 households early this week and we 
will have 40,000 packs in Glasgow in the course of 
this week. 

A number of steps have been taken to directly 
distribute lateral flow tests to households and we 
will continue to review all possible steps to ensure 
that we maximise testing capability, and therefore 
uptake, in individual households to minimise the 
spread of the virus. 

The Presiding Officer: My apologies to those 
members whose questions I have been unable to 
take.  

Greensill Capital 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Lab): I 
refer members to my entry in the register of 
members’ interests, as I am a member of Unite the 
Union and the GMB.  

To ask the Scottish Government, further to 
Greensill Capital entering administration, what 
action it is taking to mitigate the risks to jobs, vital 
industries and public finances in Scotland. 

The Cabinet Secretary for Economy, Fair 
Work and Culture (Fiona Hyslop): I, too, 
welcome the Presiding Officer to her role.  
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On 24 March, Fergus Ewing, the Cabinet 
Secretary for Rural Economy and Tourism, gave a 
statement to Parliament that outlined the potential 
impacts on Scottish businesses of Greensill 
Capital (UK) Ltd entering administration. His 
statement focused on the potential impacts to the 
Lochaber aluminium smelter and the Dalzell 
steelworks. The Scottish Government’s priority is 
to support Scotland’s steel and aluminium sectors 
and the highly skilled jobs that they provide.  

A ministerial task group and Scottish 
Government officials have been active throughout 
the election period, engaging with Liberty Steel 
local management at the Lochaber smelter, union 
representatives from the STUC and the UK 
Government. In April, the Cabinet Secretary for 
Rural Economy and Tourism met MSPs and MPs 
from across the parties to provide an update on 
the GFG Alliance situation. We will continue to 
update parties across the Parliament. 

Monica Lennon: When the Cabinet Secretary 
for Rural Economy and Tourism gave his update 
to Parliament, he gave the impression that the 
GFG Alliance needed only to re-finance. However, 
with the reported collapse of rescue deal talks, the 
situation is increasingly worrying for workers and 
local communities such as those in Clydebridge 
and Dalzell, in my parliamentary region. At least 
340 jobs are at risk in Scotland, and the Scottish 
Government deals that promised more jobs in the 
future are now looking doubtful. 

We welcome the on-going engagement. Will the 
cabinet secretary explain what contingency plans 
are in place to protect those vital jobs and 
industries? If GFG Alliance fails to re-finance, will 
the Government bring the Lochaber smelter into 
public ownership? 

Fiona Hyslop: As Monica Lennon will be aware 
and should understand—it will have been relayed 
to her at the time—re-financing is a sensitive 
commercial matter for the GFG Alliance. We must 
be careful not to prejudice or undermine that 
process. 

Monica Lennon alluded to the fact that it is a 
potentially changing situation. The ministerial task 
group of two ministers and two cabinet secretaries 
has met regularly to ensure that we have clarity 
and understand the complexity of the situation. 
Our current plan is not to take any of the sites into 
public ownership. However, as we did when we 
intervened to save the sites previously, we will 
look at all options as situations present 
themselves. 

We are now monitoring the situation, and, as 
Monica Lennon is aware, we are keeping in close 
contact with the management, workforce and 
unions at both sites. They relayed to us—as they 
will have relayed to her—that it is important that 

we have confidence in the sites, recognise the 
skills in the sites and recognise the strategic 
assets that the sites represent. 

Clare Adamson (Motherwell and Wishaw) 
(SNP): Presiding Officer, I welcome you to your 
role. 

The cabinet secretary talked about the skills of 
the workforce at Dalzell and Clydebridge. As 
someone who served on the previous steel task 
force, I recognise that it is the workforce’s skill and 
dedication that have secured production over the 
past five years. Given the collegiate nature of the 
previous steel task force, how can elected 
members engage with the Government in support 
of its efforts? How will the Government keep us 
informed of any developments in a timeous 
manner? 

Fiona Hyslop: Clare Adamson, who is the local 
constituency member, is right to emphasise the 
need to work collaboratively and collegiately 
across the chamber. That is what we have been 
doing and will continue to do. It is important to 
recognise that we have had assurances that the 
group’s aluminium and steel operations in 
Scotland are performing well and benefiting from 
strong order books and rising prices. Together 
with the experience and skill of the workforce, to 
which Clare Adamson referred, those are 
important foundations on which we can build as 
we chart a way forward when the situation 
becomes clearer. 

Keeping members informed is really important, 
which is why my colleague Fergus Ewing has 
done that in recent weeks. We have committed to 
keeping members informed—indeed, at our 
meeting just two days ago, we discussed when 
might be the appropriate point to do so again. I 
welcome Clare Adamson back to her capacity as a 
constituency member, but we recognise that there 
are many new members from different parties, and 
it is important that they, too, are briefed. We will 
take an early opportunity to do that. 

Maurice Golden (North East Scotland) (Con): 
I have a simple question. Exactly how much is the 
Scottish taxpayer potentially liable for? 

Fiona Hyslop: As the Parliament would expect, 
we have taken a series of securities over the 
assets of the GFG Alliance at Lochaber. We have 
not published details of that because, as members 
will understand, there are confidential commercial 
issues involved. The full details of the total 
exposure and the securities were shared with the 
Scottish Parliament’s Finance and Constitution 
Committee in 2016, when it approved the 
guarantee. We recently updated the committee 
with GFG’s business plans, and that 
correspondence is publicly available. 
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Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Lab): 
I, too, welcome you to your position, Presiding 
Officer. 

At the beginning of April, I wrote to the Auditor 
General, asking him to look at the matters that we 
are discussing, and he confirmed that, in the most 
recent audit of the Scottish Government’s 
consolidated accounts, he had expressed concern 
about the lack of a clear framework regarding the 
Scottish Government’s interventions in private 
companies. Does the cabinet secretary share that 
concern, and what action has the Scottish 
Government taken to correct that since that audit 
was provided, in December 2020? 

Fiona Hyslop: The member might be aware 
that the director general of the economy 
directorate has given evidence—I think that it was 
to the Public Audit and Post-legislative Scrutiny 
Committee, but I am happy to correct that if that is 
not the case—setting out how the Scottish 
Government would approach such situations in the 
future. The advice from that discussion and from 
the Auditor General has been taken on board, and 
I have ensured that, in the operation of the 
ministerial task force to date, we have been 
following the recommended principles and 
practice, which were set out by the director 
general in her evidence. 

Business Motion 

15:46 

The Presiding Officer (Alison Johnstone): 
The next item of business is consideration of 
business motion S6M-00045, in the name of 
Graeme Dey, on behalf of the Parliamentary 
Bureau, which sets out a business programme for 
Thursday.  

Motion moved, 

That the Parliament agrees to the following revision to 
the programme of business for Thursday 20 May 2021— 

insert 

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.00 pm Appointment of Scottish Ministers and 
Junior Ministers 

followed by Election of the Scottish Parliamentary 
Corporate Body 

3.00 pm Decision Time—[Graeme Dey] 

Motion agreed to. 

Meeting closed at 15:46. 
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