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[The Convener opened the meeting at 17:15]

Decision on Taking Business in
Private

The Convener (Linda Fabiani): Welcome to
the third meeting in 2019 of the Committee on the
Scottish Government Handling of Harassment
Complaints. | ask all those present to turn off any
electronic devices that might interfere with
proceedings.

Under agenda item 1, | ask members to agree
to take item 2 in private, to allow us to consider a
letter from the permanent secretary.

Members indicated agreement.

17:15
Meeting continued in private.

18:15
On resuming—

Approach to the Committee’s
Inquiry

The Convener: Agenda item 3 concerns the
approach to the committee’s inquiry. We have just
had a long discussion that centred very much on a
letter from the Scottish Government, dated 22
March, in response to the committee’s letter of 26
February 2019. We have considered the
response, and we will write back to the Scottish
Government for clarification of some points and
some additional reassurance on some points. That
letter will be published on the committee’s website
later this evening.

The committee also very much welcomed the
statement that was made by the First Minister in
Parliament on 17 January 2019 regarding co-
operation, openness and transparency, and we
have decided to write to the First Minister. The
letter to the First Minister will reflect the statement
that she made and will be relevant to the
preservation of evidence that might be relevant to
the remit of this inquiry.

The committee also agreed that its next meeting
will be on 9 May.

Meeting closed at 18:17.
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