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20 November 2019 
 
Dear Bill  
 
 
The Representation of the People Act 1983 Remedial (Scotland) Order 2019  

I was pleased to read the Committee’s recent report in relation to the above Order.  

I share your regret that the Order was required whilst the Committee was still considering the 
Scottish Elections (Franchise and Representation) Bill.  However, the human rights concerns 
– as highlighted by the Committee in its Stage 1 Report on the Bill – meant that it was 
imperative for the Order to be made as quickly as possible in order to allow any qualifying 
prisoners time to register.   

The Committee’s Report on the Order noted that no such action was taken in relation to the 
Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire by-election held on 8 June 2017. The date of that by-
election was fixed on 27 April 2017, before responsibility for the electoral franchise for Scottish 
Parliament elections became devolved on 18 May 2017 (as a result of the Scotland Act 2016 
(Commencement No. 6) Regulations 2017 ).  At that time the Scottish Parliament had not yet 
considered the issue (the Equalities and Human Rights Committee commenced its research 
on prisoner voting on 29 June 2017) and the UK Government had not announced its position 
on prisoner voting (outlined in a Ministerial statement in the House of Commons by David 
Lidington MP on 2 November 2017). 

As you know, the 60 day period in which observations could be made in relation to the Order 
expired on 16 November 2019.  No representations have been received. As suggested in the 
Committee’s Report, my intention is to lay an instrument to revoke the Order.  It has manifestly 
served its purpose and it seems to me that we are agreed on the desirability of long term 
reform being achieved through the Scottish Elections (Franchise and Representation) Bill. 
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I therefore intend to make a revocation order under the negative procedure later this month.  
Please do not hesitate to contact me if the Committee wishes to consider this issue further.  
 
A copy of this letter is being sent to the Convener of the Delegated Powers and Law Reform 
Committee.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

MICHAEL RUSSELL  
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