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RURAL ECONOMY AND CONNECTIVITY COMMITTEE 

AGRICULTURE (RETAINED EU LAW AND DATA) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM AIC SCOTLAND 

 

Part 1 of the Bill 

AIC Scotland welcomes the stability and simplicity approach in the immediate post 

Brexit period on the basis that, if nothing else, it provides some level of certainty in 

terms of the continuation of funding to Scottish Farmers in a period of uncertainty 

and possible market volatility. 

Any moves which reduce the administrative burden and cost of delivering support to 

farmers is welcome. The proposed simplifications around inspections, mapping and 

penalties are welcome developments. 

Whilst we welcome the need for stability and simplicity, we are also painfully aware 

of the need to move as quickly as possible post Brexit to a new system which directs 

support to active and productive farmers who are the life blood of the industry. This 

is of course of particular importance when it comes to the issue of new entrants and 

attracting new talent into the agricultural industry. 

We understand and support the fundamental need for government to continue to 

support and invest in the agricultural industry to make it both more financially and 

environmentally sustainable but also in recognition of the multiplicity of downstream 

benefits which occur from having a productive farming base. 

Funding 

AIC Scotland urges both the UK and Scottish governments to work towards a 

mutually agreeable funding settlement which reflects the distinctive needs of Scottish 

agriculture. AIC Scotland is in favour of a multi-annual financial framework in order to 

provide longer term certainty and stability for Scottish Agriculture, similar to the 

funding settlement lengths associated with the CAP i.e. 5+ years. 

Common Frameworks 

AIC Scotland recognises the need for and benefits of common UK frameworks in 

certain areas to reduce duplication and avoid unnecessary bureaucracy. There is a 

practical need for common frameworks in areas such as; 

1. Animal Health & Welfare 

2. Pesticide Regulation 

3. Plant Breeding policy 

4. Feed regulations 

Ideally these frameworks should be conceived on the broadest possible basis with 

mutual agreement between the devolved and UK administrations. 
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Pilot Schemes 

We welcome the timetable to trial new approaches to agricultural support, whilst 

maintaining our opposition to financing through the capping of payments. Additional 

monies allocated to Scotland from the Lord Bew review could be used to test new 

approaches. Our recently launched policy document sets out a range of options 

which could be trialled in pilot schemes, it also provides an opportunity to look at how 

improving agricultural productivity through targeted support can also contribute to the 

governments climate change objectives. AIC Scotland believes that efficient and 

productive farms can frequently be environmentally sustainable as well. Policy 

should incentivise improvements in financial and environmental performance. 

There is an opportunity given the proposed approach of pilot schemes to trial new 

ways of funding R&D and knowledge transfer. 

AIC Scotland members have a crucial role to play in delivering future agricultural 

policy both through on farm knowledge transfer and through the research and 

development our members undertake which turns academic research into on farm 

solutions to benefit the wider agricultural industry. 

Capping – Financing Pilot Schemes 

In line with our submission to the Stability and Simplicity consultation we are 

opposed to the capping of support payments to larger rural businesses. Any changes 

in this area need to guard against capping those who contribute the most to 

environmental enhancement. One of the consequences of capping is that it would 

potentially remove money from producers on the arbitrary criteria of size rather than 

the contribution that the producer may make to environmental enhancement, 

provision of public goods including food and provision of local employment. 

 

Part 2 of the Bill 

As long as these provisions do not create additional bureaucratic burden on 

agricultural businesses, we understand the need to have such provisions within the 

bill. Any information collected could be utilised to help identify best practice within the 

industry i.e. livestock performance which could then be rolled out on lower 

performing farms to provide big productivity and environmental benefits. 

 

Part 3 of the Bill 

Sustainable Development 

Given the context of net zero emissions by 2045 and the crossover in policy between 

agriculture and climate change policy, it makes sense to develop policy which can 

achieve the twin aims of reducing emissions whilst improving agricultural productivity 

and retaining a productive farming base in Scotland.  
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Clearly one of the consequences of climate change is the need to increase food 

security, as some of the worst impacted regions of the world in terms of climate 

change are areas which we currently depend upon for some of our imported 

foodstuffs. (House of Commons Environment committee report – Our Planet, our 

health) 

Given the refreshed impetus to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and in the face of 

competing pressures for public funds it makes sense to re-centre agricultural support 

towards active farmers and the role they can play in reducing emissions (as opposed 

to exporting production and emissions) and in providing carbon sequestration 

through grassland and forestry. 

Other views 

Clearly the success or otherwise of future agricultural policy in achieving multiple 

objectives will depend on effective knowledge transfer and investment in research 

and development. Greater recognition and funding will be required in this area. Our 

members have a network of over 5000 on farm advisers who engage with farmers 

throughout the British isles on a daily basis, they have strong trusting relationships 

with farmers and are therefore in a unique position to help farmers adapt to the 

multiple challenges and opportunities which are on the horizon.  

Our members established network of on farm advisers conduct over 44,000 

conversations with farmers every week, delivered by our qualified advisers in a 

diverse range of areas including; crop protection, agronomy, plant nutrition and 

livestock nutrition. 

We recognise that this is a very specific piece of technical legislation and are 

satisfied that a future bill looking specifically at future agricultural policy will be able 

to legislate for the changes to policy which are necessary to ensure a productive 

future for Scottish Agriculture. We look forward to contributing to that legislative 

process through our future policy document, the Farming and food production future 

policy group and providing evidence to the relevant committees. 

We would welcome the opportunity to provide written and oral evidence to future 

sessions of the committee, given the key role which the Agri-supply industry plays 

within Scottish Agriculture. 

 

 

 


