
 

 

STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE SCFF 
 

Firstly, we would like to offer our apologies for being unable to take part this 
evening.  We are committed elsewhere and are unable to attend as our 
previous engagement cannot be moved. 

 

BREXIT AND CURRENT CHALLENGES 

Throughout the Brexit process, as an organisation we warned of the difficulties 
that the ‘Live Market’ would prove extremely challenging. 

Documentation is a huge issue has yet to be addressed. 

Streamlining the whole process and possibly agreeing with our European 
counterparts, that ‘Live Seafood Product’ should be given ‘priority’ at Channel 
ports.  A proposition worthwhile considering. 

Whilst some were wringing their hands at the prospect of the UK becoming an 
Independent Coastal State, many of us in the ‘Live Export markets’ expressed 
our concerns re possible Tariffs and increased volumes of documentary 
requirements. 

Our concerns appeared to have been lost in the fog of Brexit and sadly our 
concerns were ignored.  It does appear that whilst the deal was being 
promoted as done, it is now evident not to be the case. 

 

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?? 

Since the new year the situation can only be described as an extreme challenge 
for our fishermen and merchants alike. 

Thankfully tariffs have not been an issue.  However, documentation has 
become a nightmare with the levels of documentary requirements becoming a 
farce. 

A pallet load can cost as much as £650 for documentation prior to reaching the 
market at Boulogne Sur Mer.  Transport costs, wages and ferries and other 



 

associated costs one of which relates to waiting times at ferries etc. before it 
reaches the consumer.  Who is to pay for all these extra costs.  The fishermen? 

As a result of the UK Government and Prime Minister only listening to the 
powerful trawl lobby, no one considered the consequence for the sustainable 
inshore fishery sector, which supports small communities around the Scottish 
coast line and counts for around 1400 boats and who sell a large proportion of 
their added value live products to Europe. Low impact, high value sustainable 
fishermen are the future. 

 

NO IF’S, NO BUTS, NO EXCUSES 

The Prime Minister and close colleagues should meet with EU representatives 
and get this mess sorted forthwith. 


