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RURAL ECONOMY AND CONNECTIVITY COMMITTEE 

TRANSPORT (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM THE SCOTTISH CO-OPERATIVE PARTY  

Introduction 

The Scottish Co-operative Party is the political voice of the co-operative movement in 

Scotland.  We have seven MSPs, two MPs and twenty-nine councillors in Scotland, as well 

as a large number of elected representatives who are members. 

We believe that services work better when they are delivered in conjunction with the 

workforce and with service-users.  We believe that co-operative and mutual forms of 

organisation offer a better way of delivering services.  We believe that the transport sector 

is particularly suited to services being delivered co-operatively. 

We welcome the opportunity to make a submission on the Transport (Scotland) Bill and 

hope that our submission will help the committee’s deliberations. 

Low Emission Zones 

We are broadly supportive of Low Emission Zones as we recognise the importance of 

protecting the environment.  We think that there is the possibility of encouraging businesses 

to form secondary co-operatives in Low Emission Zones to help provide low emission 

vehicles and to look at promoting the low emission zone. 

We recognise that for many small and medium sized businesses access to low emission 

vehicles may be a financial barrier to them.  We think that the Scottish Government should 

consider supporting and promoting the communal or co-operative use of low emission 

vehicles.  For example, a number of small businesses could come together in a secondary 

co-operative and buy an electric van.  It is unlikely that many businesses would utilise such 

an expensive piece of equipment twenty-four hours a day seven days a week.  Therefore, it 

would be beneficial to share such a resource and we think that the Scottish Government 

should look at how it could facilitate this.  We would draw attention to ‘machinery-ring’ co-

operatives in the agricultural sector and consider that the Scottish Government and Co-

operative Development Scotland should look at how they could facilitate this.  We would 

like the committee to consider putting a requirement on Co-operative Development 

Scotland to offer advice and support on this; such a requirement would need to be matched 

with the appropriate level of funding for Co-operative Development Scotland. 

We also believe that any areas with a Low Emission Zone should promote their improving 

environment.  We also think that is much to be said for forming a secondary co-operative 

amongst the businesses and probably the local authority in the area of a Low Emission 

Zone to promote the area as a place to visit.  There are a number of examples of tourist co-

operatives used to promote visiting a particular area where a number of businesses have 

pooled resources to allow them to promote the area in general.  Again, Co-operative 



  REF NO. REC/S5/18/TB/54 

 
Development Scotland could advise on this but needs the appropriate direction and 

resources. 

Buses 

We welcome the focus on bus travel in the bill and recognise the increasing calls for 

change in the bus industry.  We believe that most people talk about ‘bus services’ and it is 

our ambition to ensure that bus transport in Scotland becomes a ‘service’ run in the 

interests of passengers, employees and the wider social, economic and environmental 

benefit of the people of Scotland. 

We have been running our ‘People’s Bus’ campaign for a number of years.  This is a 

campaign for bus services which are run in the interests of passengers and not solely in the 

interests of shareholders.  We believe that the best way to improve bus services is through 

replacing the broken bus market with  a system that is democratically accountable.  A 

system which gives people a say.  We believe that there should be better consultation when 

services are changed.  At present the consultation process is more like a notice period 

rather than a genuine consultation.  Bus users should be properly consulted on changes to 

services. 

We also recognise that local authorities provide much of the infrastructure for the private 

bus industry but have little say over services.  We believe that serious consideration should 

be given to giving local authorities more of a say over bus services.  Serious consideration 

should be given to the franchising of services with local authorities empowered to direct 

which services need to run for a variety of social, economic and environmental reasons. 

We also think that it is bizarre that the two groups of people with the most interest in bus 

services have the least say in them.  We are looking for the Transport Bill to give more say 

to passengers and staff over bus services.  We recognise the success of Lothian Buses as 

an employee-owned organisation and believe that this is a model which should be 

promoted in other areas.  We support the creation of municipal and mutually owned bus 

services or companies.  Fundamentally, we believe that however bus services are delivered 

the current shareholder-led model does not work in the interests of the people of Scotland 

and whatever comes about as a result of this Bill must give a much stronger voice to bus 

passengers and bus workers. 

We believe that Community Bus services should be promoted by the Scottish Government.  

We want the Bill to contain a duty on the Scottish Government and local authorities to 

promote Community Bus services and to report on how they are delivering on that duty. 

Community Bus services can fill a gap where the market does not operate effectively.  It is 

important that the Community Bus sector is supported.  From small beginnings the 

Community Bus sector is active in some of the biggest bus markets in the UK, such as in 

London.  The duty to promote the Community Bus sector could have a major impact in our 

rural communities but it would also be beneficial in many urban areas especially at off-peak 

times. 
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We believe that some bus routes are effectively community assets and should be protected 

as such.  There is a theoretical ability now to define a bus shelter as a community asset in 

order to protect it.  We believe that the real community asset is the bus route and we think 

that serious consideration should be given to legislating to make bus routes a community 

asset.  After all bus shelters are relatively pointless if no buses stop at them.   

Bus routes should become Community Assets by virtue of their social, economic or 

environmental importance.  This proposal would make bus services just that services. 

We support moves towards smart ticketing and believe that there should be a multi-modal 

ticket which covers, at the very least, the whole of Scotland.  There is scope to develop a 

co-operative model as the delivery vehicle for such a ticketing scheme and we would urge 

the committee and the Scottish Government to consider this. 

Canals 

We welcome the focus in the bill on Scotland’s canals.  Any changes to the governance 

model of Scotland’s canals must include a much bigger focus on representation of the 

communities who live close to Scotland’s canals.  Rather than beef up another quango with 

the ‘great and the good’ of Scottish society we believe that thought should be given to 

developing a way in which the governance actually reflects the views of local people who 

live near to Scotland’s canal network. 

Other issues 

Whilst we recognise that the focus of this legislation is buses, and they are hugely important 

to the people of Scotland we also note the absence of any mention of bringing about the 

Peoples’ ScotRail which we have campaigned for over a number of years.  We hope that 

the committee will note that and also push the Scottish Government to legislate for a 

Peoples’ ScotRail which gives a voice to workers and to train users.  We also think that 

there is a need to look at developing a Peoples’ Ferry system which looks at guaranteeing 

the long-term future of lifeline ferry services in Scotland. 

Conclusion 

Overall, we believe that this proposed legislation will be effective if it delivers a transport 

system that listen to the voice of the workforce and the travelling public.  We hope that your 

committee will play a role in improving the legislation to that effect. 


