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Places considering WPL in England 
 

1. London 
The legislative background for WPL in London1 is different to the rest of England and 
the Mayor of London is responsible for approving proposals for WPL. The current Mayor 
of London supports WPL in the Mayor’s Transport Strategy2 and has said that revenues 
from WPL goes to boroughs to spend on local transport initiatives that support the aims 
of the strategy3. Transport for London (TfL) is currently developing Mayor’s Guidance on 
WPL for boroughs and for TfL’s own use if required. The Mayor’s Guidance is due to go 
out to consultation in summer 2019. As well as this, TfL are producing a suite of more 
detailed advice notes and tools to help boroughs in developing WPL schemes.  
 
The London Mayor’s Guidance provides additional information on the content of WPL 
schemes as well as the process for getting approval from the Mayor (and Secretary of 
State for Transport for associated revenue plans). The intention is to make sure 
schemes across London are co-ordinated but also to allow boroughs as much freedom 
to respond to local circumstances as possible. Consequently, the Guidance is only 
prescriptive on charge levels and certain exemptions.  
 
Several boroughs have shown interest, including Hounslow, Sutton and Merton working 
together, and Camden. Hounslow4 is furthest ahead having carried out a parking survey 
and informal consultation on a WPL scheme covering a relatively small employment 
area, with revenue to be spent on a new station and rail line to serve that area.  
 

2. Birmingham5 
Birmingham City Council is at very early stages and is carrying out a feasibility study on 
WPL in the city centre, complementing city centre parking strategies and the 
forthcoming Clean Air Zone. The likely revenue plan will focus on projects associated 
with the Clean Air Zone.  
 

3. Reading6  

                                                      
1 Schedule 24, Greater London Authority Act, 1999 
2 https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/mayors-transport-strategy-2018.pdf 
3 http://content.tfl.gov.uk/third-lips-guidance-2018.pdf 
4 https://haveyoursay.hounslow.gov.uk/traffic-and-transport/workplace-parking-levy/ 
5https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/downloads/file/1925/birmingham_connected_technical_package_6_potential_f
unding_sources 
6 http://www.reading.gov.uk/media/9102/Item-12/pdf/item12.pdf 
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Reading Borough Council is undertaking a comprehensive parking survey with the 
eventual aim of developing a borough-wide WPL on a similar model to Nottingham. The 
likely revenue plan will focus on borough-wide bus and cycling initiatives, including 
those related to air quality improvement.  
 

4. Oxford7 
Oxfordshire County Council has progressed a WPL scheme for Oxford and is currently 
considering the pluses and minuses of WPL against a possible congestion charging 
scheme. A parking survey and attitude survey have already been done, but further 
development is paused for the time being. The revenue plan would probably focus on 
bus and cycling improvements, though there has also been considerable discussion 
about the potential for other forms of mass transit.  
 

5. Cambridge8  
The Greater Cambridge Partnership undertook a series of projects to support a WPL 
scheme but have not progressed further. It is my understanding that this is mainly 
because the current Mayor for Cambridgeshire and Peterborough was not convinced of 
the benefits.  
 

6. Leicester 
The Mayor of Leicester was recently re-elected with an increased majority after 
including WPL in his manifesto. So, while they are at an early stage, there is 
considerable momentum to move quickly to an operational scheme. The revenue plan 
will focus on bus and cycling improvements and be linked to the forthcoming Clean Air 
Zone.  
 
 
 
 

                                                      
7https://mycouncil.oxfordshire.gov.uk/documents/s35345/CA_NOV2216R02%20Workplace%20Parking%20Levy.p
df 
8 https://citydeal-live.storage.googleapis.com/upload/www.greatercambridge.org.uk/transport/transport-
projects/Workplace_Parking_Levy_quick_guide.pdf 


