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5 November 2019 
 
 
Dear Edward,  
 
 
Further to my Parliamentary statement last week about disbursement of the convergence 
funding, I am writing to update you on the approach I am taking to this.  
 
As I am sure you are aware, since my statement, I have received representations from 
crofters and crofting organisations expressing concern with our proposals for distributing the 
convergence monies.  I met representatives of the Scottish Crofting Federation (SCF) today 
and I listened carefully to the points they raised.   
 
It goes without saying that I take their concerns very seriously.  As a result, I propose to 
address their concerns by going further in the package of measures for farmers and crofters 
in the most challenging areas.  The measures I am considering include: 
 

 redistributing a further £10 million in 2019/20 to those farming and crofting Scotland’s 
most challenging land, and 

 commencing work on a replacement for LFASS to be developed with the involvement 
of appropriate stakeholders. 

 
This would of course be additional to the proposals already set out including providing 
additional funding to those farming and crofting in less favoured areas and to put more 
funding into the coupled support schemes.  
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It is also subject to further assessment and analysis by government officials who will 
undertake further discussions with stakeholders in the coming weeks.   
 
 
I am of course happy to discuss these proposals with you at our meeting tomorrow. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
             
                                     
 
 
 
                                 FERGUS EWING 
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