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Thank you once more for the opportunity afforded to SCOTS {the Society of Chief Officers of 
Transportation in Scotland) to give evidence to the Rural Economy and Connectivity 
Committee on the Restricted Roads (20mph speed limit) (Scotland) Bill, and also the 
recognition of our further supporting evidence, letter dated 19 March 2019 (copy enclosed), 
which was considered at the REC Committee on 20 March 2019. 

Having reviewed the Stage 1 Report on the Bill from the REC Committee, I wish to make the 
following observations on behalf of the Society, which as you know represents local roads 
and traffic authorities and regional transport partnerships across Scotland. 

SCOTS is heartened by the Committee's support to the aim of seeking to widen the 
implementation of 20mph zones in Scotland with the objective of reducing death and serious 
injuries on roads, along with acknowledging the public health and wellbeing benefits. 

Our first observation relates to the use of language such as "blanket" and "one-size-fits-all" 
approach, which could be considered by some to be negative. These descriptions and 
assertions are very different from the 'default' 20mph speed limit proposed in the Bill. There 
appears to be a view expressed in the Report that such a default is not appropriate as it 
does not give local authorities the flexibility to devise 20mph limits that they consider 
appropriate for their areas. This is not factually correct, as the Bill makes allowance and the 
evidence gathering, which has been supported by SCOTS, has shown that each Local 
Authority should undertake a pre-implementation assessment of which roads should retain a 
30mph speed limit and not default to 20mph. 

This means that decisions on introducing 20mph speed limits are taken at a local level, as 
this "allows for the exact circumstances of each road to be fully considered to ensure that 
decisions which are made are appropriate and credible", which was a concern expressed by 
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