
REC/S5/20/20/A 

 
 

RURAL ECONOMY AND CONNECTIVITY COMMITTEE 
 

AGENDA 
 

20th Meeting, 2020 (Session 5) 
 

Wednesday 2 September 2020 
 
The Committee will meet at 10.00 am in the Mary Fairfax Somerville Room (CR2). 
 
1. Declaration of interests: Oliver Mundell will be invited to declare any relevant 

interests. 
 
2. Transport Update: The Committee will take evidence from— 
 

Michael Matheson, Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure and 
Connectivity, Bill Reeve, Director of Rail, and Alison Irvine, Director of 
Strategy and Analysis, Transport Scotland, Scottish Government. 
 

3. Petition PE01733: The Committee will consider a petition by Peter Ritchie, on 
behalf of Scottish Food Coalition, calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the 
Scottish Government to make the Right to Food part of Scots Law. 

 
 

Steve Farrell 
Clerk to the Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee 

Room T3.60 
The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 
Tel: 0131 348 5211 

Email: steve.farrell@parliament.scot 
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Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee 
 

20th Meeting, 2020 (Session 5), Wednesday 2 September 2020 
 

Transport update from the Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure and 
Connectivity 

 
Background 
 

1. The Committee will take evidence from the Cabinet Secretary for Transport, 
Infrastructure and Connectivity on: 
 

• the Scottish Government’s response to Covid-19 on transport matters; 
and 
 

• a range of transport issues such as major transport infrastructure 
projects, rail services and transport policy matters.  

 
2. This item forms part of a series of regular updates the Committee receives 

from the Cabinet Secretary to assist it in monitoring transport policy 
developments and infrastructure projects. 
 

3. The Committee took evidence from the Cabinet Secretary on the Scottish 
Government‘s response to Covid-19 on transport matters on 13 May 2020.  It 
last received a general transport update from the Cabinet Secretary on 18 
March 2020.  

 
4. The updated National Transport Strategy (NTS2) was published by the 

Scottish Government on 5 February 2020 and presents the Government’s 
vision for Scotland’s transport strategy for the next 20 years.  
 

5. The Committee will discuss with the Cabinet Secretary the Government’s 
delivery arrangements for the Strategy, including the associated Strategic 
Transport Projects Review 2 (which will inform future transport investment). 
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https://www.transport.gov.scot/media/47052/national-transport-strategy.pdf
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Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee 
 

20th Meeting 2020 (Session 5), Wednesday 2 September 2020 
 

PE1733: Human right to adequate food 

 
Introduction 

1. PE1733 was lodged on 22 August 2020 by Peter Ritchie on behalf of Scottish 
Food Coalition: 
 
“Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to make 
the Right to Food part of Scots Law.” 

 
2. For background information, please see the SPICe Briefing for the Public 

Petitions Committee. 

Public Petition Committee consideration  

3. On 5 March 2020, the Public Petitions Committee (PPC) agreed to refer this 
petition to the Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee (under Rule 15.6.2 
of Standing Orders). Further information about the Public Petition’s 
Committee’s consideration of this petition is available on their webpage. 

4. The PPC received a Scottish Government submission of 31 October 2019 
which stated that the consultation on a proposed Good Food Nation Bill advised 
that Scottish Ministers do not intend that the right to food will be incorporated 
into Scots law through that Bill. The consultation proposed a statutory 
requirement on Scottish Ministers and specified public authorities to have 
regard to relevant international obligations and guidance in developing 
statements of policy on food. 

5. The submission further noted that the Scottish Government already takes a 
human rights approach to tackling food insecurity, which is an important 
component of the right to food. It advises it does this by mitigating the impact 
of welfare reform and investing in dignified responses to food insecurity. 

6. The petitioner’s response to the Scottish Government submission on 9 
December 2020, stated that he still believed that the right to food should be 
incorporated into Scots law as part of the Good Food Nation Bill for four 
reasons: 

a. The right to food provides the legal underpinning for a framework bill on 
food; 

b. Timely action is needed in the context of other legislation and the 
likelihood of the UK leaving the EU; 

c. Incorporating the right to food is in line with the aspirations of both the 
Scottish Government and the Scottish Parliament to show leadership on 
human rights; and 

d. Incorporating the right to food reflects international best practice.  

http://cas/Meeting%20Papers/11213/parliament.scot/GettingInvolved/Petitions/PE1733
http://external.parliament.scot/ResearchBriefingsAndFactsheets/PB19-1733.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_PublicPetitionsCommittee/Minutes/MinutesNew.pdf
http://external.parliament.scot/GettingInvolved/Petitions/RighttoFood
http://external.parliament.scot/S5_PublicPetitionsCommittee/Submissions%202019/PE1733_A.pdf
http://external.parliament.scot/S5_PublicPetitionsCommittee/Submissions%202019/PE1733_B.pdf
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REC Committee consideration 

7. Since this petition was referred to the REC Committee, the Scottish 
Government have advised that the proposed Good Food Nation (Scotland) Bill 
will not now be introduced during this parliamentary session.  

8. The REC Committee received correspondence from the Scottish Government 
on 8 August 2020 advising that the Scottish Government intended to develop 
an alternative non-legislative approach, specifically a— 

“non-statutory statement of policy on food that will incorporate and build on the 
experience gained in response to the Covid-19 pandemic; progress ongoing 
work under the umbrella of the Good Food Nation policy; seek to give effect to 
the aims of the proposed statutory provisions for the Good Food Nation Bill in 
relation to such a statement; in particular, consider rights, security, production 
and availability of food; and, more widely, explore how we might align, where 
appropriate, with the EU Farm to Fork Strategy and the UK Government’s 
National Food Strategy.   

This work will be led by the Ministerial Working Group on Food to ensure that 
the cross cutting approach that is needed from government portfolios and 
departments to take forward key aspects of such a national policy is in place.” 

9. The petitioner has sent a link to a video as supplementary evidence. The video 
is 6 minutes long, and consists of Michael Fakhri, UN Expert on the Right to 
Foodgiving a short overview of what the right to food means including the 
Scottish context, and why the UN Expert believes it is important to incorporate 
the right into national legislation. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iaBMwzGdzzc  

Recommendation: 

Members are invited to consider what further action should be taken in 
respect of the petition. Options might include— 

 

• Advising the petitioner of the alternative approach to the Good Food 
Nation Bill, and encouraging him to engage with the Scottish 
Government on the development of the proposed non-statutory policy 
on food; 
 

• Closing the petition and, given that the work will likely continue into 
next parliamentary session, consider including a recommendation in 
any legacy report to a successor committee that scrutiny of the 
proposed non-statutory policy on food be scrutinised in due course;  
 

• taking any other action the Committee considers to be appropriate. 
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https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Rural/General%20Documents/Good_Food_Nation_-_Statement_of_Policy_-_Letter_to_REC_Committee_-_Update_-_18_August_2020(1).pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Rural/General%20Documents/Good_Food_Nation_-_Statement_of_Policy_-_Letter_to_REC_Committee_-_Update_-_18_August_2020(1).pdf
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DiaBMwzGdzzc&data=02%7C01%7Crec.committee%40parliament.scot%7C7d68119cfbee46462e0308d84b3e1a1f%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C1%7C637342077388474942&sdata=lU1bLi1oJfv9COHTE0VFP0tHvch3CS8BHFgFkDXGadw%3D&reserved=0
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