
  REF NO. REC/S5/18/TB/19 

 
RURAL ECONOMY AND CONNECTIVITY COMMITTEE 

TRANSPORT (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM PATHS FOR ALL 

Background 

We are at a crisis point with traffic congestion, poor air quality, physical inactivity and the 

resulting health, economic and social costs. Our vision is for walking and cycling to be the 

natural choice for short journeys, creating a healthier, socially inclusive, economically 

vibrant, environmentally friendly Scotland. 

The Transport Bill is an opportunity to address several issues that will support this – and 

also support the Active Scotland Delivery Plan, the National Walking Strategy, the Cycling 

Action Plan for Scotland  and the Long-term Vision for Active Travel in Scotland. 

Walking is key to getting more people choosing to not use cars as it is ideal for shorter trips. 

Walking also forms part of much public transport use – walking to and from buses, trams 

and trains. Positive impacts include: 

 

• Reduced congestion 

• Reduced air pollution 

• Higher quality public realm 

• Better physical, mental and social health 

 

Walkers and cyclists tend to spend more money locally than drivers. Increasing walking and 

cycling can stimulate economic growth in urban areas and benefit local shops. Investing in 

infrastructure and support for walking and cycling can increase economic growth and 

vibrancy. Infrastructure is important, but people also need encouragement to take up active 

travel. Smarter Choices, Smarter Places (SCSP) is Paths for All’s behaviour change 

programme, grant-funded by Transport Scotland. 

 

Comments 

Low Emission Zones 

Part 1 of the Bill enables the creation of Low Emission Zones in Scotland which can be 

enforced, with the aim of improving air quality and reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 

This would restrict driving in certain areas by road vehicles which fail to meet emission 

standards. 

We support LEZs in Scotland to improve air quality and contribute to healthy and thriving 

cities and towns. This supports the Programme for Government commitment to introduce 

low emission zones in our four biggest cities by 2020, to make our cities cleaner, healthier 

places to work, study and live.  

https://www.gov.scot/Publications/2019/06/1945
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2014/06/5743
https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/cycling-action-plan-for-scotland-2017-2020/
https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/cycling-action-plan-for-scotland-2017-2020/
https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/scottish-government-s-long-term-vision-for-active-travel-in-scotland/
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Air pollution quite clearly continues to contribute to the early deaths of many people in 

Scotland. Some of the most vulnerable people (living in poverty and people with disabilities) 

are affected more by pollution – it makes our society less equal. 

LEZs have been shown to be the most effective method of improving air quality quickly. 

They should be introduced alongside measures to support modal shift away from the car to 

walking, cycling, and public transport. 

There are likely to be big long-term financial benefits if air quality is improved: 

• Reduced costs due to air pollution through days lost at work and NHS spending.  

• Reduced physical inactivity and associated health costs.  

• Better places for people to live, work and visit and the associated economic benefits. 

 

Bus services 

Part 2 of the Bill - bus services. This Part is intended to provide local transport authorities 

with options to improve bus services in their areas. This could include partnership working 

with operators, local franchising or running their own buses. Part 2 also aims to improve the 

information given to passengers. 

Active travel and public transport are intricately linked, particularly for pedestrians. Virtually 

every trip by public transport involves walking at some stage. Buses are particularly 

important given the number of people that use them and the range of communities they 

serve.  76% of all public transport journeys are by bus. 

Bus travel is the lowest carbon per passenger mile form of motorised transport.  Clean bus 

technology is well ahead of car, truck and ferry technology.  

However, over the last ten years bus routes have reduced by a fifth and fares have 

increased by 50%. Some areas, including many rural areas are poorly served by buses. 

This can prevent people accessing basic services, cause social isolation and increase 

inequality. Many people suffer from “transport poverty” due to a lack of affordable transport 

options.  

The whole experience of using public transport and active travel needs to be more 

enjoyable. This means better buses but also better bus stops and shelters and better 

information – such as real-time timetables and journey planning and live service updates - 

and smart ticketing.  

Edinburgh is widely held as a good example of what is possible in delivering a quality bus 

service and offers a model for a better approach in other areas.  

We would like to see a better, fully-integrated, accessible and affordable public transport 

network for everyone in Scotland alongside promotion of active travel. We therefore would 
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support an approach to ownership and franchises that acts in the public interest and 

enables the improvement of the public transport network, improving reliability and reducing 

fares. 

 

Smart ticketing 

Part 3 of the Bill - smart ticketing. This part would create a national technological standard 

for smart ticketing to assist the spread of smart ticketing across public transport in Scotland 

and provide local transport authorities with further powers for smart ticketing arrangements 

and schemes. 

We support the development of smart ticketing as this will make using public transport 

easier and so also potentially support an increase in walking and the associated benefits. 

Smart ticketing makes public transport easier, a key factor in encouraging use. There are 

smart ticketing examples from all over the world that work, where jurisdictions are more 

complex than Scotland and with bigger populations than Scotland. It should not be beyond 

the reach of Scotland to implement one too. 

One of the problems is the fragmented, deregulated nature of the industry but it will be 

achievable. There are good examples elsewhere where fragmented service provision can 

be overcome in establishing smart ticketing system.  

We would also support an exploration of using the smart ticketing system to incentivise and 

promote use of public transport and walking. This could be through incentives – e.g. 

rewards (compare to Youngscot) or targeted challenges (compare Beat the Street, Step 

Count Challenge). Clearly this would need to be part of a well-designed and evaluated 

behaviour change campaign. 

 

Responsible parking 

Part 4 of the Bill - responsible parking. This Part proposes to improve safety for roads users 

and pedestrians by prohibiting double parking and parking on pavements. 

We supported the Footway Parking and Double Parking (Scotland) Bill when it was 

introduced in 2015. 

We welcome proposals to control pavement parking – this will be of great benefit to many 

people but particularly the visually impaired, wheelchair users and people with pushchairs.  

There is a need to address parking on footways and the proposed measures to prohibit this 

are appropriate.  

We support the prohibition of parking at dropped footways as this is also a problem for 

wheelchair and pushchair users attempting to cross roads.  
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Adequately resourced enforcement of these measures by police and local authorities will be 

essential. 

 

Road works 

Part 5 of the Bill – road works. This Part would strengthen the role of the Scottish Road 

Works Commissioner (SRWC) and improve the regulation of road works. 

We support strengthening the powers of the Scottish Road Works Commissioner and wider 

regulation of road works. 

We believe the focus of both local authorities and the strategic support from the Scottish 

Roadwork’s Commissioner has largely centred on balancing the needs of utilities with those 

of motorists using the main carriageway. We also believe there has been less emphasis in 

ensuring that the needs of vulnerable pedestrians are met during and after utility works. To 

address these issues, we have previously recommended that the Scottish Road Work 

Commissioner should take the following steps:  

1. Focus on ensuring utility companies, their contractors and local authorities understand 

the needs of pedestrians and cyclists and related equalities obligations so street works 

don’t pose barriers to active travel.  

2. Set up a utility funded considerate contractor scheme, with a national free call number 

and web reporting portal to allow pedestrians to quickly flag problem street works.  

3. Better promotion and further development of the Scottish Roads Work Register. This 

resource is useful, but awareness of its capabilities is low. Secondly, faults related to 

recently completed works should to be easily identifiable via the register.   

4. Put in place a full cost recovery charging regime for local authority inspections both 

during and after works.   

 

Regional Transport Partnerships and Scotland’s canals 

Part 6 of the Bill – Regional Transport Partnerships and Scotland’s canals. This Part gives 

Regional Transport Partnerships (Transport Partnerships) more financial flexibility. It also 

allows Scottish Ministers to vary the membership and structure of the Scottish Canals 

Board. 

The size and scale of some active and sustainable travel projects - particularly cross 

Council boundary projects - make them multi-year projects and so would potentially benefit 

from this change. 


