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SUBMISSION FROM MS SOCIETY 

About Multiple Sclerosis 

Multiple Sclerosis affects more than 11,000 of us in Scotland and more than 100,000 of us 

across the UK. Symptoms usually start in your 20s and 30s and it affects almost three times 

as many women as men. In MS, the coating around nerve fibres (called myelin) is 

damaged, causing a range of symptoms. 

Once diagnosed, MS stays with you for life, but treatments and specialists can help you to 

manage the condition and its symptoms. We don't know the cause and we haven't yet 

found a cure, but research is progressing fast. 

At present there are 12 Disease Modifying Therapies (DMTs) licenced for use on the NHS 

in Scotland. DMTs can help reduce how many relapses you get and how bad they are. 

They can also slow down the damage caused by MS that builds up over time.  

DMTs however are only effective for people with relapsing remitting MS. Around 85% of 

people with MS are initially diagnosed with relapsing remitting MS, and 65% of them will go 

on to develop a progressive form of the condition. Around 10 to 15% of people are initially 

diagnosed with primary progressive MS, symptoms gradually get worse over time, rather 

than appearing as sudden attacks (relapses) and at present there are no licenced 

treatments for this1. 

About MS Society 

• The MS Society is here for people with MS, through the highs, lows and everything in 
between  

• We have a free helpline - 0808 800 8000 and information can be found on our website 
www.mssociety.org.uk  

• We’re driving research into more – and better – treatments for everyone 

• Together we’re strong enough to stop MS  
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                            
1 https://www.mssociety.org.uk/what-is-ms/types-of-ms  

http://www.mssociety.org.uk/
https://www.mssociety.org.uk/what-is-ms/types-of-ms
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Part 1 of the Bill – Low Emission Zones 

Part 1of the Bill enables local authorities to introduce low emission zones to help mitigate 

air pollution. Only vehicles meeting or exceeding the set emission standards will be 

permitted within the low emission zones.  

We recognise the potential health benefits in introducing the low emission zones however 

we have concerns about the unintended consequences of the Bill. As it stands the Bill has 

the potential to increase social isolation for some members of the MS Community; going 

against the important work of the Scottish Government and third sector.  

One individual told us they had already contacted their MSPs: 

“I have secondary progressive multiple sclerosis and am a wheelchair user. 

I have highlighted the problems regarding train travel in a wheelchair and also the problems 

in bus travel. I’m arguing that to exclude blue badges from low emission zones prevent a 

whole section of an already polarised section of society from entering city centres. I have 

listed the problems regarding travelling with my medical items, changes of clothes and any 

shopping I get to the MSPs.” 

We would like to know if Blue Badge holders were considered for exemption as part of the 

team’s work on drafting the Bill. If so, what was the overriding reason not to offer an 

exemption?    

We would like to see a national exemption for people with Blue Badges whose vehicles do 

not meet the low emission criteria. This is one occasion where we do not feel it a decision 

on criteria should be left to local authorities to decide. If the Bill proceeds as it currently 

stands then the situation could arise where people could be exempt within their own local 

authority area’s low emission zone however unwittingly enter into another authority’s zone 

where they are not except and be hit with a fine which they could ill afford to pay. Research 
2 has shown that people living with a neurological condition like MS spend on average £200 

per week on costs relating to their condition.  

In summary we support in principle the introduction of Low Emission Zones however we 

would like further consideration of national exemptions for people with Blue Badges to avoid 

unintended consequences of increasing social isolation.   

                                            
2 Extra Costs Commission – Driving down the extra costs disabled people face: final report, June 2015, pp.13  


