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RURAL ECONOMY AND CONNECTIVITY COMMITTEE 

TRANSPORT (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM KEEP SCOTLAND BEAUTIFUL 

 

Introduction 

Keep Scotland Beautiful is the charity that campaigns, acts and educates on a range of 
local, national and global environmental issues to change behaviour and improve the 
quality of people’s lives and the places they care for.  

We work with organisations, communities and individuals to help reduce carbon emissions, 
improve local areas and adapt to the impacts of climate change. 

We also provide advice and support to help create and maintain cleaner, safer and 
healthier local environments where people and communities can thrive. 

We are committed to making Scotland clean, green and sustainable. 

 

Response 

Keep Scotland Beautiful is pleased to have the opportunity to respond to this call for 

evidence on the Transport (Scotland) Bill. We are supportive of the ambition of this Bill to 

make Scotland’s transportation network cleaner, smarter and more accessible than ever 

before. 

We are supportive of the creation and decriminalised enforcement of Low Emission Zones 

(LEZs) and welcome the commitment from the Scottish Government to create zones in the 

four largest Scottish cities between 2018 and 2020. The creation of these zones will be an 

important step forward in reducing harmful and damaging emissions, improving air quality 

and enhancing local environmental quality along with contributing positively to action to 

tackle climate change. The zones have the potential to improve the health and well-being of 

residents, workers and visitors, making living, visiting and travelling in our cities more a 

more positive experience. We would encourage consideration to be given to wider roll out 

of LEZs across Scotland as appropriate. 

We are supportive of the ability to set a grace period to allow those who wish to drive in the 

LEZs an appropriate level of time to upgrade their vehicle, ensuring that this transition is fair 

across Scottish society. There will be a need for clear and sustained political and 

organisational commitment to the development and implementation of the zones. There will 

also be a need for sustained communications activity and stakeholder engagement to 

underpin the development and implementation of LEZs to ensure that affected 

communities, particularly local businesses and residents, are fully aware of the reasons for 
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the LEZ and the benefits that it will deliver with regard to air quality and community 

wellbeing. 

We support measures to increase the number of journeys made by active travel and believe 

that the national ban on pavement and double parking will make public spaces safer and 

more accessible and has the potential to increase the number of active travel journeys 

made. 

We welcome measures to increase the use of public transport by making bus travel easier 

and more attractive. We support the empowerment of local authorities with the range of 

options to help ensure bus services in their area meet the needs of local users and to 

ensure that there are sustainable bus networks across Scotland. 

We welcome the contribution that the Bill will make to the ambitions of the Sustainable 

Development Goals, particularly Goal 3: Good Health and Wellbeing, Goal 11: Sustainable 

Towns and Cities and Goal 13: Climate Action. In addition to this, the proposed Bill clearly 

contributes to a number of the Outcomes of the National Performance Framework, 

particularly: we live in communities that are inclusive, empowered, resilient and safe, we 

are healthy and active and we value, enjoy, protect and enhance our environment. 

Summary 

We welcome these measures that will help to transform our towns and cities into cleaner, 

greener and more sustainable locations and believe that this Bill has the potential to drive 

action and change across Scotland and also contribute to the ambitious targets set by the 

Climate Change Bill.  

 


