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Vehicles parked on pavements are a major barrier to independence for people with 
sight loss, forcing people to walk in the road just to get past.  
 
I support the Scottish Government’s Transport (Scotland) Bill, which aims to make 
parking on pavements an enforceable offence. It will allow people with sight loss to 
go about their daily life with safety and confidence.  
 
Pavement parking also affects others in our communities, such as those with 
reduced mobility, wheelchair users, older people, and families with pushchairs.  
 
Parking on pavements is inconsiderate and puts people’s safety at risk.  
 
I think it's important this law ends pavement parking in Scotland because It puts blind 
people and their assistance dog at an unnecessary and unacceptable risk. . 
Along with Guide Dogs Scotland, I urge the Committee to support the Transport Bill 
as it makes the law on pavement parking easy to understand for both drivers and 
pedestrians.  
 
Furthermore, I ask the Committee to also consider: 

• The necessity of allowing delivery vehicles, which can be large vehicles, to park 
on the pavement for up to 20 minutes, and how this is going to be enforced; 
 

• Ensuring the Bill contains a definition of what constitutes a pavement obstruction, 
as this will help enforcement officers to carry out their duties; 
 

• Ensuring that exempt areas are kept to an absolute minimum, and are 
designated as such through the active participation of the local community, 
access panels and disability groups. 
 

• Ensuring that in exempt areas, a minimum 1.5 metre to 2 metre clear footway 
space is upheld for guide and assistance dog users, as well as wheelchair and 
mobility scooter users, to safely pass.  
 

• Recommending that a public education awareness campaign accompanies the 
new law.  
 

• Extending the ban to dropped kerbs, would further promote the safety and 
confidence of all pedestrians. These kerbs are vital for people with buggies, 
wheelchair and mobility scooter users. Dropped kerbs are understood as 
recognised crossings points by both pedestrians and drivers. Blocked kerbs 
therefore forces pedestrians, especially those with reduced mobility, into 
potentially dangerous alternative crossing routes.  

 
I appreciate the Committees attention on this important Bill. 


