
RURAL ECONOMY AND CONNECTIVITY COMMITTEE 

TRANSPORT (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM GAIL EDWARDS 

Exempt motorbikes from pavement parking restrictions on the grounds of security 

The Committee is asked to consider exempting motorbikes from the pavement parking 

restrictions and insert that motorbikes are permitted to park on the pavement provided they 

do not cause an obstruction. 

Motorbike users, particularly those living in urban areas, are more likely to have their bikes 

stolen than car users. In the past 2 years motorbike theft has risen by 16%. Last year 

27,217 motorbikes were stolen in the UK, which is 523 per week. The National Crime 

Agency reports that more thefts occur in urban areas and that 80% of bikes are stolen from 

an owner’s home. 

For motorbike owners living in a city, they often do not have a driveway or garage to store 

their bikes. On street parking is designed for cars and most urban areas do not have 

designated motorbike parking.  

In order to properly secure a motorbike, it is important to be able to lock the bike to a 

ground anchor. Because of a lack of suitable on street parking and most urban residents 

not having access to off street parking, parking on the pavement is often the only option. By 

doing so owners are able to lock their bike to a suitable ground anchor, such as a lamp post 

or sign pole. This provides much needed security for bike owners. 

If passed, this Bill will prevent many owners from being able to park beside suitable ground 

anchors. As a result it is likely that motorbike thefts, which are already high, will increase in 

cities. This will have an impact on insurance premiums for all vehicle owners. This is 

because Police Scotland does not differentiate between car and motorbike crime so there 

will be a visible increased risk to all vehicle owners from an insurance standpoint. 

The Transport (Scotland) Bill is designed to tackle, among other things, congested roads 

and CO2 emissions. Motorbikes produce less CO2 emissions than most other vehicles and 

also prevent the need for more cars on the road. The Scottish Government should be 

encouraging more motorbike ownership to tackle these issues further. However the 

proposed pavement parking restrictions will make it harder for owners rather than easier. 

Motorbike ownership will become less viable and undoubtedly put people off from switching 

from a car to a motorbike. 

In creating an exemption for motorbike users the Committee should consider ensuring that 

the overall purpose of pavement parking restrictions still remain. Motorbikes parked on 

pavements should not cause an obstruction to pedestrians and emergency services. 
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However, as they are smaller and more manoeuvrable, this should be a reasonable 

restriction to place upon them. 

In summary, these restrictions is likely to have the following impact: 

1. Potential increase in motorbike theft resulting in increased pressure on Police

Scotland resources

2. Potential increase in recorded crime in Scotland

3. Potential increase in insurance premiums for all vehicle owners in affected areas

4. Falling motorbike ownership due to increasing risk of theft and insurance costs.

5. Economics impact of disruption on day to day lives of motorbike users

6. Increased likelihood of car ownership and/or usage increasing pollution and

congestion in cities.

The Committee is therefore asked to insert a clause to exempt motorbikes provided they do 

not cause an obstruction into the Transport (Scotland) Bill Part 4: Pavement Parking. 
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