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SUBMISSION FROM CLIMATE FRIENDLY ABERLADY  

Climate Friendly Aberlady carried out a whole-village community in Aberlady, East 

Lothian in February and March this year. The survey provides clear empirical 

evidence of our community’s support for a trial 20 mph speed limit across the village 

as a whole and of our concerns about the dangers posed by rising traffic levels to 

pedestrians and cyclists.   

The survey responses are available here:  

www.aberladyheritage.com/projects/climate-friendly-aberlady-community-survey/ 

The 14-page survey document (it covered other issues in addition to traffic and 

pedestrian safety) was hand-delivered to every household in the village and was 

available online via Survey Monkey. We asked for one response per household. 

We received responses from 175 households which equates to a response rate of 

35-40%. We understand this to be a very good response rate for this type of survey.  

Some of the key figures are below: 

63% of respondents believe that the introduction of a 20 mph speed limit 

would improve the safety of pedestrians and cyclists. Only 26% disagreed.  

Almost half believe the introduction of a 20 mph speed limit would change 

their driving behaviour. 35% said it wouldn’t.  

Only 25% would NOT support a 20 mph trial encompassing the village roads now 

restricted to 30mph. 

Slides 11-15 present residents’ views on traffic volumes in the village.  

*Please note the figures within the pie charts are percentages of all responses.  

The survey results were endorsed by ALL the community groups within the village, 

including Aberlady Primary School Parent Council, which is very supportive of a 

village-wide 20mph speed limit, and the wider Gullane Area Community Council.  

A reply to the survey from East Lothian Council advised that it has ‘placed a 

moratorium on new 20mph trials until the Scottish Government provides certainty on 

the national picture and routes to implementation. The Council has one outstanding 

trial in Dunbar that is being consulted on presently. No others will be introduced until 

there is clarity around procedural changes’. Privately, we are told that the decision 

has more to do staff resources within the local authority - which the passing into law 

of this Bill, as it stands, would alleviate.  

http://www.aberladyheritage.com/projects/climate-friendly-aberlady-community-survey/

