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Dear Fergus, 
 
The Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee is to undertake some pre-
budget scrutiny in September and October 2018 focussing on the level of 
strategic investment in vessel replacement and port infrastructure to support 
the Clyde and Hebrides ferry services.  I acknowledge that this is an area for 
which you no longer have responsibility, following the recent Cabinet 
reshuffle. 
 
However, in addition to this piece of work, the Committee has also agreed that 
it would be helpful to receive an update from the Scottish Government in 
relation to the budget scrutiny work it carried out earlier this session.  As you 
will be aware, the focus of our previous budget scrutiny this session has been 
on forestry and digital infrastructure (Draft Budget Report 2017/18) and food 
and drink (Draft Budget Report 2018/19).  
 
The Committee acknowledges the responses received from Scottish 
Government to the recommendations and conclusions in its reports on the 
Draft Budget 2017/18 and 2018/19.  However, it wishes to be able to continue 
to monitor the impact of its previous recommendations and conclusions and 
would therefore appreciate an update from the Scottish Government on how it 
has taken account of and, where relevant, implemented the findings from our 
previous budget scrutiny.  
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In particular, the Committee would request an update on its recommendation 
stemming from its scrutiny of the Draft Budget 2017/18 where it called on the 
Scottish Government to ensure that funds are made available to ensure that 
all possible progress is made towards meeting the 2022 forestry planting 
targets. 
 
I appreciate that, following the Cabinet reshuffle, you no longer have 
responsibility for certain of the policy areas covered in your responses to our 
earlier draft budget reports.  However, I would request that you ask your 
officials to co-ordinate a response across revised portfolios which covers all of 
the issues addressed in these responses.   
 
As the Parliament is moving towards a new year-round approach to budget 
scrutiny, the Committee intends to provide the Scottish Government with its 
views on budget matters in the autumn. Taking the summer recess into 
account, the Committee would be grateful to receive a reply to its request for 
updated information by 14 September 2018 to allow it time to take your 
response into account as part of this exercise.  
 
I look forward to hearing from you.  
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
 
 
Edward Mountain 
Convener 
 


