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Impact and operation of the Act to date

The status quo or legislative reform

We have some concerns about the drafting of the report at this section, as well as concerns about some of the 

recommendations put forward.

Firstly, at paragraph 60 on page 14, there is a misrepresentation of our position when it comes to expanding 

the Act to cover email and telephone contacts. For clarity, we do not support that gap being filled by placing 

further burden on organisations to record these contacts. We were attempting to make a general point in the 

section of our submission that is quoted here, in that the lack of inclusion of telephone and email contact 

represents a gap in the Act as it stands. As our written submission notes, “any broadening of the act (for 

example, to include phone calls or emails) under the current structure, where organisations have to enter 
lobbying activity, would only add an excessive and potentially prohibitive amount of administration for even 

large organisations.” Expanding the Act to cover these forms of communication is therefore not something we 

support, in contrast with the way this is framed in the draft report.

Secondly, the recommendation that ‘senior civil servants’ be included within the Lobbying Act is also one we 

would be cautious about. This inclusion would risk adding a major additional burden to reporting of lobbying 

activity for organisations such as ourselves, while going beyond the original intentions of the Lobbying Act. As 

others have noted about the Act in its entirety, it would be solving a problem that doesn’t appear to exist.

Thirdly, we would like to put on record our approval of any moves to the shortening of the reporting period 

(currently once every 6 months) if this would help improve transparency. This would be a fairly simple switch 

that could have a positive impact on transparency in ensuring lobbying is recorded speedily. This would, in 

theory, make it easier to track lobbying undertaken in advance of major events (eg, budget, programme for 

government) in a more timely manner.
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