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Dear Robert 

MORTGAGE LENDING ON HIGH-RISE DOMESTIC BUILDINGS 
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Building and fire safety continues to be an area of significant concern across the country. At 
our recent Ministerial Working Group we heard about new fire safety standards that have 
now been implemented through our building standards. We are also making progress in 
developing fire safety guidance for owner and managers of high rise domestic buildings. 

The purpose of this letter is highlight an area of concern, although one that I am sure you will 
already be aware. Recently a number of mortgage lenders have been requesting reports 
from homeowners to provide detailed information on the type of cladding on their buildings. 
These requests appear to have been introduced unannounced and without due 
consideration to the impact on those trying to sell property. 

The requirements that homeowners are being asked to meet appear to be near impossible, 
leaving them unable to sell or re-mortgage their homes until this matter has been 
satisfactorily resolved. This situation is clearly causing significant stress and anxiety for 
people across Scotland as well as the rest of the UK. 

Responsibility for mortgage lending, and finance more generally, is a matter reserved to the 
UK Government. I appreciate the engagement that there has been to date between our 
respective officials on this matter, and I am keen for this to continue. I would also offer that 
my officials be involved in helping to ensure that any proposed resolution will also be 
workable within the Scottish legal and building standards systems. 

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by 

the terms of the Lobbying {Scotland} Act 2016. see WWW.lobbying.scot
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