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 30 April  2020 
 
 
Dear Chief Executive, 
 
COVID-19  
 
I am writing on behalf of the Local Government and Communities Committee. The 
Committee appreciates that these are difficult times for everyone and hopes that you 
and your colleagues are staying safe and well during the current public health 
emergency.  
 
The Committee’s general approach to its scrutiny function in the coming weeks and 
months will focus on COVID-19 and its impact on areas within the Committee’s remit. 
This will include actions being taken in the local government, housing, planning, 
licensing and communities sectors to deal with the crisis. As part of that work, the 
Committee is keen to explore the support the Scottish Government is making available 
to the third sector particularly in relation to funding, to enable it to continue to provide 
essential services.  

It would be helpful to hear what measures the Scottish Government has in place to 
ensure that the Third Sector Resilience Fund is reaching the “front line” without 
unnecessary delay. In particular, the Committee are keen to know what process is in 
place for applications and whether the process enables equitable access for all third 
sector organisations, large and small.  
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At its remote meeting held on 22 April 2020, the Committee agreed to write to the 
SCVO, Firstport, Social Investment Scotland and Corra Foundation and to each TSI 
in this regard and should be grateful to receive information on any of the following (and 
other issues arising which you may consider relevant):- 

• the number of organisations applying for grants and loans;  

• the reasons that funding applications are being rejected; 

• whether any breakdown is available on approval and rejection data by size, 
sector, or geographical location; 

• how quickly the process is turned around ie the average length of time 
between applications being received and money being transferred into bank 
accounts; 

• views on eligibility criteria, ie if these were defined by the Scottish 
Government or what, if any, role the third sector had in designing the Third 
Sector Resilience Fund; 

• what level of accountability is in place, ie how are organisations providing 
evidence of where funding is being spent; 

• views on the level of demand and whether the fund should or could be 
extended. 

 
The Committee should be grateful if you could provide it with a response by Friday 15 
May.  
 
Finally, please be assured that the Committee is keen to assist in any way it can at 
this challenging time such as by providing a forum for stakeholders to share good 
practice and highlight pressure points, in exchanges of correspondence such is this 
one. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you.  
 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
  
James Dornan MSP  
Convener of the Local Government and Communities Committee  
 
 


