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Dear James 

During my attendance at Committee on 16 December to discuss the delaying of the new fire 
alarm standard, Ms Boyack asked what actions had been taken since the first regulations 
were approved in 2019, the number of installation of new alarms that have been completed 
and how many homes still need alarms to be installed.  I undertook to write to the Committee 
if information on the number of alarms installed to date and those remaining could be 
ascertained.   

Unfortunately, it is not possible to determine exactly how many owner occupied homes have 
alarms of the prescribed type installed as this information is not currently collected as part of 
the Scottish House Condition Survey. In the future, when the regulations on the new fire 
alarm standard have come into effect, it will be possible to collect more precise data because 
compliance with the tolerable standard is included in the Survey.  This will allow us to 
monitor progress in bringing Scotland’s homes up to the new standard. 

As you will be aware, the new fire alarm standard already applies to private rented and new 
build properties.  As the change to the tolerable standard raised the minimum standard 
required in owner-occupied and social housing, additional support was provided to social 
landlords when the regulations were first introduced. This was to allay concerns expressed 
by some social landlords about carrying out the work required by February 2021, given their 
financial planning is tied to five year maintenance cycles. We provided £15 million in loan 
funding to allow landlords to bring forward the investment needed to meet the original target. 

Social landlords had well developed plans for works in place to meet the February 2021 
deadline, but some were affected by the Coronavirus pandemic.  The regulations approved 
by the Committee on 16 December 2020 will, as you know, extend that timescale to 
1 February 2022.  

We also provided additional funding to SFRS to enable the provision of alarms which meet 
the improved standard during their Home Fire Safety Visit programme in owner occupier 
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premises assessed to be at high risk from fire. They have completed the necessary 
preparation work for this and begun the initial roll out, with the plan to fit to the new standard 
in eligible properties in all areas from April 2021. 

In our Business and Regulatory Impact Assessment for the Housing (Scotland) Act 1987 
(Tolerable Standard) (Extension of Criteria) Order 2019, we estimated that of the 1.5 million 
owner occupied properties in Scotland, 7% (or around 110,000) of homes, did not have any 
smoke alarm at all, and that one third (or 490,000) had only one alarm. These estimates 
indicated that around 600,000 owner-occupied properties are likely to have fallen below the 
proposed standard.  

It is possible that a proportion of the remaining 900,000 properties with more than one alarm 
would also not comply with the standard, although it was not possible to determine this from 
the available data.  

Given the importance of improving fire safety within people’s homes, we aniticipate that 
some owners who were previously not compliant will have installed alarms to meet the new 
standard. The local authority will be responsible for ensuring that homes in its area meet the 
new standard, but as I have indicated before, any intervention must be proportionate, 
rational and reasonable. It would not be proportionate, for example, to make intrusive 
enquiries or to visit every owner occupied house to determine what kind of alarms they have 
in place. 

It is our expectation that the new standard, and our proposed marketing campaign, together 
with the advice and support provided by Local Authorities and the Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service, will encourage owners to take action to improve the protection for their homes and 
their families. 

I hope the above is helpful.  

Kind regards 

KEVIN STEWART 
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