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Dear James 

Thank you for your letter of 15 September 2020 requesting further information for the above 

public petition requested by the Local Government and Communities Committee. 

The Committee has asked: 

The Scottish Government’s 8 November response to the Public Petitions Committee 

(before it had referred the petition on to us) stated “Following discussions earlier this 

year with representatives of the Scottish Federation of Housing Associations and 

Glasgow West of Scotland Housing Forum we will be working with them to identify 

good practice on reviewing fair rents.” Could you please update us on this work? 

Scottish Government representatives met with Scottish Federation of Housing Associations 

(SFHA) and Glasgow West of Scotland Housing Forum (GWSF) to determine the extent of 

this issue. This had not been raised as an issue of concern by their members. Whilst 

recognising that less than 970 social housing tenants have their rent assessed by a Rents 

Officer, and a significantly smaller proportion of tenants have challenged the assessment by 

the Rent Officer, it was agreed that a good practice workshop may be helpful for Registered 

Social Landlords (RSLs) who have tenants with a regulated tenancy, and that this could be 

included in a future training programme for those landlords.  Due to the major impact of 

covid-19 on RSLs  and their tenants, and the resources required by both the Scottish 

Government and landlords on this immediate priority, this session has not yet been 



arranged. As current priorities continue to focus on the impact of the pandemic we will ask 

SFHA and GWSF to consider including a session in a future training programme.  

The 8 November response does not directly express a view on whether the Scottish 

Government agrees with the main proposal in the petition; that section 48 of the 1984 

Act be amended to make clear that only similar social rented properties may be used 

for the purposes of comparison when a rent review takes place. It would be useful to 

have the Scottish Government’s views on this proposal on the record. 

The Scottish Government does not think it is necessary to amend the Act and are content 

with the definition set out in the 1984 Act. Section 48 of the Act applies to both social and 

private landlords.  A Rent Officer will look at all types of market evidence available to them 

in both the private and social sector to establish a starting point for a fair rent. The 

comparable rents considered for a Scottish secure tenancy would be primarily social ones, 

however private ones would also be considered too if there were insufficient comparatives 

available. Fair rent decisions are usually adjusted taking all factors except the personal 

circumstances of the landlord or tenant into account, and set lower than a market rent. 

Market rents may be used as a cross-check against registered rents to ensure that where 

there is no scarcity (market imbalance), registered rents do not come to be markedly out of 

line with current market conditions and to provide an adjustment for general inflation. 

Equally registered rents may be used as a cross-check against market rents. 

I hope this response is helpful. 

Kind regards  

KEVIN STEWART 

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh  EH1 3DG 
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