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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 

CALL FOR VIEWS ON THE NON-DOMESTIC RATES (SCOTLAND) BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM ANONYMOUS 

Dear Chairperson, 

Removal of charitable relief from non-domestic rates from mainstream 
independent schools 

In the context of the subject heading, I would like to share with you my experience and 
perspective as a parent of 2 children who attended Robert Gordon’s College (RGC) 
and a grandfather of two children currently attending Mary Erskine’s (ESMS). 

My wife and I opted to send our daughter to RGC in 1994. I worked in the Oil Industry 
but was not highly paid, hence we had to make sacrifices to afford the school fees. 
This was compounded when our son enrolled in RGC five years later. We made further 
sacrifices and went into debt in order to support our children attending RGC. 

The main reason we decided to send our children to RGC was the classroom 
environment and the knowledge that parental support for the teachers and staff was 
100%. My wife was a schoolteacher at the time so was fully conversant with the 
attitude of many parents with regard to discipline and respect in schools, hence the 
level of disruption prevalent in many state school classrooms/campuses. 

Whilst we are not conversant with our daughter’s finances, we understand they are 
also making sacrifices to send their children to ESMS. 

The point of my letter supporting retention of charitable relief from non-domestic rates 
from mainstream independent schools is the impact that would have on ordinary 
working families. Many parents who sent their children to RGC were in a similar 
financial position to ours. We were not rich, well off or benefited from inheritances or 
trusts. We were an ordinary working families who were prepared to make sacrifices 
for the benefit of our children’s education. I am sure the situation remains very similar 
today. 

Removing Charitable Status rate relief will increase school fees, severely impacting 
the ability of many ordinary families to choose their children’s education as their 
priority. It will disenfranchise these ordinary working parents from the right to access 
private education. It will also actualise the popular belief that private schools are the 
environment of the rich and privileged.  

Removal of charitable relief from non-domestic rates from mainstream independent 
schools will (for the reasons outlined above) reduce the numbers attending those 
schools which will therefore also increase the load on state schools while their budgets 
are reducing and class sizes already increasing. Thus exacerbating an already difficult 
situation in the state school system to the detriment of both pupils and staff. 
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Whilst there are issues with independent schools Charitable Status considering the 
relatively low level of support provided to the wider community by independent 
schools. I agree that more pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds must be given 
opportunities to attend private schools through charitable bursaries. 
 
Thank you for taking my views into consideration. 
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