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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE  

CALL FOR VIEWS ON THE NON-DOMESTIC RATES (SCOTLAND) BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM ANONYMOUS 

To whom it may concern, 

I am writing in response to the consultation on non-domestic rates for mainstream 
independent schools. 

I am extremely disheartened to hear of this move, especially as it seems to target only 
a very few, specific organisations within the charitable status area. It seems unclear 
to me why these schools have been targeted and why allowances are being made for 
schools with a particular focus on Music, as if other disciplines are not as important. 
This move seems very discriminatory, both to the organisations affected and to many 
of the parents who have chosen to put their children through private education. 

I have grown up in a working class family – my Dad is a tenant farmer and my Mum 
grew up in a council house with a disabled parent. My partner, similarly, is from a 
mining family and left school himself at 15, with just 4 O levels. My family worked hard 
to provide me and my sister with a University education, something which they didn’t 
have. Likewise, my partner and I have worked hard to be able to provide our son with 
a private education, something that we didn’t have. With every generation comes the 
desire to do better for our children. Unfortunately, I fear that this proposed move will 
increase substantially the cost to our son’s school and this will be borne out in school 
fees, making it unviable for us to continue supporting him through private education. 
There are no doubt plenty of others like us who will have to pull out of the private 
education system due to this move. This will not only increase the pressure on local 
schools to support the influx of additional children but will also decrease the number 
of children from less privileged backgrounds being able to attain private education. In 
addition, it will directly hit lower income families who are supported via bursaries to 
attend the school as funds are hit by both your costs and the likely lower intake of 
students this results in. 

Please take time to reconsider this move. I cannot see that it will benefit ordinary 
parents or children in any way and will directly increase the growing gap between rich 
and poor when only the more wealthy families will be able to continue accessing 
private education. 
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