
LGC/S5/19/NDR/315 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE  

CALL FOR VIEWS ON THE NON-DOMESTIC RATES (SCOTLAND) BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM ANONYMOUS 

Dear Review Committee team, 

We as parents are responding and raising every parent’s concern in regards to the 
proposals for the remove eligibility to claim charitable relief from non-domestic rates 
from mainstream independent schools and the detrimental effects that this will cause 
on the long term to the society at large. 

We have two children attending Strathallan School and have been receiving the 
bursary award from the school for the past four years. If not for the bursary my 
children would not be able to attend the school. 

Our youngest child which is a boy was unsettled and bullied in his previous school to 
the extend that he had a stitch on his head and other injuries to prove resulting in the 
negative mental effects on him socially.  

Since he has been in Strathallan School for two full years at the end of June 2019. 
He has made friends and his state of mind has changed positively from being a 
introvert to a open minded boy.  This is a dramatic change he never had for almost 
four years in his previous school.  

Likewise our oldest child is currently in S2 (year 9) and she will be starting her two-
year GCSE programme from September 2019.  

If the Non domestic rate is taken away from independent schools this would lead to 
increase in school fees which we cannot afford. This would cause disruption 
because it would be very difficult looking for a state school now for my daughter that 
is starting the two-year GCSE programme. Looking for spaces in school when they 
are already at full capacity. I am a full-time working-class mum, as a parent we both 
work full time and are tax payers, hence we cannot afford her to be home tutor 
because we need to go to work. 

Our son has already settled and we are now scared of changing his school because 
he is settled and with the issue of mental health among children, am scare for our 
children. Both of them are very happy and have made lots of friends in Strathallan 
School. 

There are lots of experience my children as a whole have gained by schooling in 
Strathallan school, and I must say they also given back by been a contributor to 
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Strathallan School. My daughter gives back to the school academically, in the music 
department and Golf. 
Also, my son contributes to Strathallan school and he has been given back 
academically, in Biathlon, Cross country, swimming and Golf. 
 
Our Financial circumstances were narrated to Strathallan School in 2015 when we 
made an application for my oldest daughter. 
 
Strathallan school gives back to the community, we are very aware of Forgandenny 
School and other local schools in the area uses the school musical and drama 
instruments as well as the teachers and support from Strathallan students. 
 
We as parents will like to appeal to the local government and communities 
committee dealing with this bill to consider the above explanation we have made and 
the following points below that can lead to a detrimental effect educationally in 
Scotland as a whole: 
 

• The impact on state schools that are already operating at full capacities 
• The disruption to parents currently receiving bursary from independent 

schools 
• The disruption to pupils starting their GCSE, or will; be writing their 

GCSE/AL/HIGERS next year, because if parent cannot afford to pay the 
school fees. 

• The burden on tax payers because to receive the children that leaves the 
independent school due to lack of affordability 

• The impact on VAT, at the moment state school receive full VAT exemption 
while independent school receives partial exemption 

 
Independent schools are contributors to both the society and the country at large 
because the loss of 1 in 30 pupils from the independent sector – either to the state 
sector or boarding pupils locating elsewhere – would cost the Scottish taxpayer more 
than the entire rates. 
 
Parents like us have already made a lot of sacrifices to be able to bring up a child in 
a normal and stable academically and social inclusion environment which 
independent schools strive to provide at a lower cost. 
 
Without the rates relief, this will be impossible for the schools to operate. This will be 
like punishing these independent schools and would have no other choice than to 
increase fees for them to keep afloat in the current financial climate. 
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From the look of things it seems that independent schools as being privileged, which 
not the case .Majority of parents sending their children to independent schools have 
no other option when everything  they have tried prove abortive. 
 
Every penny paid by independent schools in rates at 20% is new money raised as 
taxation each year, primarily from parental fee income. This forms part of the very 
substantial economic contribution of independent schools, with no tax-payer finance 
of any kind. 
 
State schools receive full VAT exemption as educational bodies, while independent 
schools exemption is only partial – there has been no debate reflecting this lack of 
parity. 
 
From the points raised above and other representation listed, we will be appealing 
against removing such rates and relief from independent schools as it will result in 
cutting off majority of the financial life-wire for them to function. 
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