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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 

CALL FOR VIEWS ON THE NON-DOMESTIC RATES (SCOTLAND) BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM ANONYMOUS 

Having taught in a prep school for a decade, and having grown up in a family of 
teachers that spans almost every type of educational organisation, I have had ample 
opportunity to observe the positive impact of my prep school on the local community, 
and to reflect on its benefit to society as a whole.  

The parents of a large proportion of our pupils have chosen to send them to us 
because their children’s needs were not being met within the Local Authority. This is 
due simply to resources being so stretched for the dedicated professionals who work 
in that sector.  

These children have specific learning difficulties, or behavioural issues. They need 
support socially, or with their mental health. Some have grown disaffected because 
they are gifted, and the resources don’t exist to give them the academic stretch they 
need. It is a minority of pupils who come to us when they are 4, and for whom no other 
course of education was ever likely. Instead, they come in little waves, at 6, at 9, at 
11. At the various stages where their issues become most fraught. These are the
points at which they need the security of a wee class, a completely flexible curriculum,
and staff with the time and space to understand them. All are welcomed here, and a
large number receive significant bursarial assistance.

I’m not sure how to present this to the Committee as ‘evidence’. You do not see the 
children transformed from near-mute, convinced they will never amount to anything 
academically, to confident, capable young people willing to take on challenges on the 
classroom, on the sports pitch, and on the stage. I do not count them, or maintain 
statistics. I just know that they are an intrinsic part of my experience of teaching in this 
wonderful place.  

The removal of children with support needs from the state’s classrooms to ours saves 
the government money, but what a paltry consideration, when what we’re really talking 
about is the transformation of these young people’s lives and prospects. 

The other view I would offer is that my pupils do not exist in a closed system. Many 
families choose to send their children to state secondaries once they have finished 
their time with us. When they arrive, they work hard and flourish. They share the ethos, 
the knowledge, and the skills they have gained at prep school with their peers, and 
absorb the benefits of other educational experiences back. Of those who remain within 
independent education until 18, most elect to apply for at least one Scottish university. 
I strive to instil a passion for and deep knowledge of my subject in my pupils, knowing 
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that this goes out into the world to impact in some way on people they study with, and 
with whom they form friendships and bonds. 
 
Furthermore, the stereotype of independent schools being flush with cash is 
inaccurate. Funds are spent offering assisted places to those who seek means-tested 
bursaries. They are spent maintaining facilities that the wider community is constantly 
invited to use. They are spent ‘keeping up’: resourcing our own programmes, as we 
hear of exciting initiatives like the First Minister’s Reading Challenge, only to be told 
we are not eligible to take part, that “every child in Scotland” doesn’t quite mean what 
it says.  
 
Removing rates relief puts a lead weight on independent schools without raising any 
significant funds for government, or doing anything to address the inequalities that 
exist in education and in society. It’ll be a jolly headline, but doesn’t take into 
consideration what those funds actually do for Scottish children.  
 
Please come and spend time in our communities, the better to understand our positive 
effect, and the diversity of our pupils and their family backgrounds. It would serve as 
a far better basis for legislative action than stereotype and assumption.  
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