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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE  

CALL FOR VIEWS ON THE NON-DOMESTIC RATES (SCOTLAND) BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM ANONYMOUS 

I am writing with regards to the removal of rates reduction for independent schools, 
such as St Mary’s Prep School, in the Scottish Borders. 

Working within the learning support department in St Mary’s, I believe that we offer a 
facility for children who have often found it impossible to cope in a local authority 
school, to reach their full potential.  Despite the excellent teaching in the local schools, 
class sizes and lack of support mean that these children may flounder in an 
overcrowded classroom.  Many of our parents work hard and are committed to giving 
their child the best chance they can to learn. 

I feel incredibly saddened by the fact that this choice may be taken away from some 
families without them ever knowing what their child could have achieved if given a 
chance.  The Scottish Government has set out guidelines to improve and support the 
wellbeing of our children and young people by introducing Girfec; Getting it Right for 
Every Child.  This appears to contradict; we will not be able to get it right for every 
child. 

St Mary’s plays a large part in the local community with many local businesses 
benefiting from the parents, children and visitors who come to our school for functions 
that occur throughout the year.  We host many free curricular and extra-curricular 
activities that invite and include local families to take part in on-going initiatives which 
demonstrate a strong relationship with the local community. 

Our school is involved in many environmental related initiatives including tree planting, 
town and river clean ups and we are on a drive to make Melrose a greener, single use 
plastic free town.  Our contribution to community life is embracive and is ongoing. 

Our school is a fabulous place with so much to give and I hope this letter gives reasons 
for the Non-Domestic Rates (Scotland) Bill to be overturned.    
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