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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 

CALL FOR VIEWS ON THE NON-DOMESTIC RATES (SCOTLAND) BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM TERRI ELDER 

Re: Call for Evidence re NDR (Scotland) Bill 

Please find below a reply to the call for evidence re the NDR (Scotland) Bill. The current 
recommendation being considered from the Barclay Review into Non-Domestic Rates from 
2017 to remove eligibility to claim charitable relief from non-domestic rates is absurd. 

I currently have a child in independent school, however, I believe I am speaking here for a 
cross section of local communities in Scotland. I will start with the most basic of facts, as a 
user of independent education, my child does not access the state school system – yet part 
of the income tax I pay a year goes to support state education. I am not wealthy, nor do I 
have trust funds or property – I am simply working hard to support my child through his 
education, the increase in fees we may see if this bill is passed would almost certainly 
ensure that he could not continue in his current school. Whilst this does not seem an issue 
to anyone who is not my child’s parent, this does mean that he will need to access state 
school education, and I can assure the committee that my child will not be a unique case. 

The Scottish Council for independent Schools estimates that the passing of this bill would 
create an increase in rates received by the government of approximately £7 million per 
year. Whilst I agree that this is indeed a significant sum of money – money which could be 
used to help schools already bursting at their seams, or to help local health services recruit 
much needed medical doctors – this sum of money is less than the actual cost the 
introduction of this bill would be to current tax payers. An independent Edinburgh based 
economic consultancy has estimated that the introduction of this bill and the resulting 
increase of fees would result in approximately 15% of independently educated children 
being forced out of their schools, a figure which I feel is rather modest to be honest, this 
number could be far greater. If 15% were to leave independent education, this equates to 
approximately 1750 children in Scotland, given that the average cost to educate a child in 
the state school system (for secondary school) is £6500 per year – the actual cost of the 
introduction of this bill could be £11 million annually – more than the rates increase will 
actually raise.  

I appreciate that the government has to be seen to be doing the right thing, independent 
schools receiving charitable status is a conversation piece which can antagonise the most 
placid of people, however if the tax payer was aware that the cost of the introduction of this 
bill is more than it would raise, I suggest that any support for the proposal would quickly 
dwindle.  

In addition to this, schools in Scotland are already struggling in terms of the number of 
children attending – new schools are being built to accommodate this, I understand that the 
population is growing. However, if the economic consultancy company are correct (and I 

1



see no reason why they are not), 1750 children all requiring to be given places in state 
schools at the same time will have a significant impact on the children already attending 
these schools. Given the difficulty already faced in recruiting teachers for vacancies before 
1750 children need educated – this would be an absolute recipe for disaster. 

The consideration of this bill is unfair – if 15% of children have to be uprooted from their 
school and educated wherever their parents can actually get a place for them, the impact 
on that child’s mental health could be vast. Research has shown that changing school can 
create feeling of vulnerability and marginalisation in children. 

The removal of this rate relief will also have a detrimental effect on the number of assisted 
places independent schools offer. In societies constant quest to create parity across all, we 
are actually increasing the gap more between state and independent education. If assisted 
places were to be withdrawn from offer, children who are able to attend independent 
schools through bursaries and financial help would become a thing of the past. 

The long-term impact would of course be a reduction in the number of independent schools, 
if this happens the damage to the Scottish education system would be irreversible.  

I trust that my points raised in this will be considered, that the local tax payer will be made 
aware of the detrimental impact the passing of this bill would have, and that the committee 
understand and appreciate the effect this would have on education in Scotland as a whole. 
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