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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE  

CALL FOR VIEWS ON THE NON-DOMESTIC RATES (SCOTLAND) BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM OLIVIA FAIRBAIRN 

I consider the proposal to remove the exemption from non-domestic rates for independent 
school is extremely unfair and goes against the principle of encouraging charitable activity 
through tax relief and other measures.  As a parent of a child at an independent school, I 
can vouch for the charitable activities that they do.  Only this week, my daughter spent two 
days working at a local community centre in Glasgow helping out with craft activities and 
gardening. The school also provides many bursary places for children whose parents can 
not afford the fees.  Whilst my daughter does not have a bursary place, I am proud of the 
fact that the school does this for the community and seamlessly integrates bursary children 
into the school. 

My child has been a pupil at an independent school for her whole education and would, 
given a significant rise in fees, have to move to a local authority school at a very critical time 
in her education.  We are not a wealthy family and have sacrificed a tremendous amount 
over the years in order to fund the independent schooling.  Whilst this is not something 
every parent in Scotland necessarily wishes to do, this is entirely our choice to pay for this 
education.  If there is a substantial increase in fees, we would have no choice but to move 
her adding additional strain to the local authority education provision.  

In my view there will be many parents in this position – a sudden and substantial increase 
in fees is likely to drive many children to the local authority schools due to the impact of 
increased fees associated with independent schooling having to meet this rates charge.  
The State sector is already over-stretched and under-funded. 

Our school is a registered charity. This proposal unfairly singles out independent schools 
from tens of thousands of other charities to pay non-domestic rates and it takes no 
cognisance of the schools charitable purpose that has been ratified by OSCR and is core to 
the values and actions taken by the school and Board of Governors.  The Barclay Report 
and the proposed Bill does not accept our public benefit and makes a false argument that 
State schools pay rates - they receive no money and do not pay rates.  No school should 
pay business rates. 
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