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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 

CALL FOR VIEWS ON THE NON-DOMESTIC RATES (SCOTLAND) BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM LESLEY DORMAN 

Why are independent schools being singled out for attack? 

Abolishing charitable status for independent schools in Scotland in order to raise 
revenue makes no sense and will serve no purpose other than to make only the 
wealthiest able to afford an independent education, creating a gulf and widening the 
attainment gap. The state education system in Scotland is buckling under financial 
pressures, narrowing of the curriculum, a reduction in subjects available, rising class 
sizes and fewer high quality teachers. How can an already overstretched system cope 
with more pupils? More stress days for teachers and less money per capita? A further 
dilution of the quality of ‘free’ school meals? One textbook between 4 pupils?  

Instead of attacking independent schools, perhaps adopting some of their methods 
may be more productive: a greater range of subjects available, investment in extra 
curricular activities, thousands of pounds raised in charitable revenue and greater 
support for pupils with additional needs.  

Professional people who choose the independent sector for their children do so as the 
state sector simply does not offer the quality of education that it did 20 years ago. 
There has been year on year decline in standards across the board: funding, staff 
morale,  attainment, extra curricular activities, behaviour management, additional 
support for SEN, a rise in violence and a decline in mental health. Inclusion does not 
work for all. Professional people work damned hard and make many many sacrifices 
to afford an independent education for their children. Their hard work, success and 
sacrifice is not to be bitterly envied and attacked. Why does the Scottish Government 
feel the need to penalise success?  

Investment in education is an absolute prerequisite for a successful economy. Why 
would dentists, doctors, surgeons, engineers, entrepreneurs and highly skilled 
professionals want to relocate to a country which has no independent education sector 
because the government has destroyed it? Has the effect on our NHS even been 
considered? Are you confident that there will not be an exodus of skills from Scotland 
on the back of this attack? How many doctors, dentists and consultants in Scotland 
choose an independent education for their children? How long are their appointment 
waiting lists already? Can the NHS really cope with losing any? 

My impression is that the SNP is merely attempting to win votes at the expense of 
peoples’ lives and futures. This attack is nothing short of the politics of envy, narrow 
minded and incredibly short sighted. A sound bite for the media mob. 
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Strip independent schools of their charitable rates and they stop becoming charities: 
this could mean no sharing of their exceptional sporting and academic facilities, no 
free entry for community groups, no free places for children from low income families, 
no charitable donations. In effect independent schools will tighten their belts, pass 
what additional costs they can on to parents and accept that their class sizes are much 
reduced. Their attainment, ultimately will rise. They will survive with fewer numbers 
and thus an education in the independent sector will become elite.  
 
Some middle income families will enter the state sector and create additional financial 
pressures. Some middle income families will relocate to a country who really does 
value its education system.  
 
It seems that the SNP Scottish Government is not just content to destroy the state 
education system in Scotland it really does want to destroy all education in Scotland. 
Exactly what are your plans for state education in the next 5 - 10 years?  
 
In 20 years time where will your pioneers of industry be? Where will your surgeons 
be? Where will your teachers, lawyers, doctors, dentists and politicians be? Where will 
your economy be? What will Scotland look like when all the talent, skills and ingenuity 
is no longer here? No high earners left to pay tax?  Is that really the legacy the SNP 
Scottish Government wants to leave behind?  
 
Visit an independent school, see how they support pupils, communities and charities. 
Independent schools are filled with hardworking people doing their best, every day. 
Families make countless sacrifices to invest in a better future. 
 
Work with the independent schools, not against them. 
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