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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 

CALL FOR VIEWS ON EMPTY HOMES IN SCOTLAND 

SUBMISSION FROM ANONYMOUS 

All 

I’d like to bring to your attention a unique situation regarding council tax and empty 
homes, my apologies for not managing the time to attend the meeting today but I have 
prior work commitments that will not allow me the freedom of time. 

In 2014 my partner and I purchased a cottage to make a family home, we had a child 
on the way and we were looking for a new beginning (it was not part of any property 
potfollio). 

After the purchase had gone through the property was discovered to have a real 
history of flooding and people being evacuated by emergency services etc. This was 
not flagged up in the home report but this is another story! 

I have spent the last 4 near on 5 years trying to remedy the situation through solicitors 
offices but to no avail and so far I have failed miserably, or at least I should say the 
home report process has failed me. 

Since taking the property into my ownership I have not spent a night in the home, the 
home suffers from structural damage due to water penetration and the thought of 
decorating a property to be flooded out is not exciting. 

The property has had council tax paid up to date during the previous 5 years and I 
have not managed to seek any assistance with reducing the 200% tax rate that Falkirk 
District Council have imposed due to the house being (a) a second home and (b) 
empty. 

The levy at 200% I find unfair due to the nature of the problem I have, the house will 
never be anything other than “at risk of flood” for as long as it stands as it is and sadly 
the levy alongside mortgage repayments on both this property and the one we were 
meant to be renting out (that we are still living in) is killing me financially. 

I’m almost at the point of having to declare myself bankrupt and allowing process to 
takes its course. 

The council have said that they do not have the power to look at reducing the levy on 
an individual basis and can therefore not allow any discretion on payments! 

The system in my opinion is flawed and needs to be looked at for genuine cases which 
I believe is the case here. Discussions with the council go round in circles with no way 
of breaking the cycle, I feel alone and with nowhere to turn. 
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I have worked with the councils empty homes officers throughout the issue for the past 
5 years too, they are sympathetic to my situation but powerless to make any 
penetration in the right office either. 

I have contacted the assessors office in Stirling and they cannot remove the property 
from the register either, I have an appeal in process with them at the moment as I 
cannot simply sit back and accept that there is nothing that can be done. 

I understand totally that there is a need to bring empty homes back into circulation and 
that the incentive of 200% levy on tax is an attempt to seek that goal, however, I find 
myself unable to make any progress in finding any assistance to reduce this cost until 
I can resolve my own situation. The remedy in this case is to demolish the building 
and either re-build with a decent foundation or put sheep on the grass!! The sale of 
the property will mean a loss of thousands to us in any case. 

I’d ask this forum to consider my situation and understand the pressure that this puts 
on both my financial and family situation. It has put enormous strain on what was a 
healthy relationship and brings tension to both home and working life. 

I look forward to following the discussion / decisions made regarding this topic and 
hope that something can be done to review individuals who have genuine cases and 
can demonstrate their case. 
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