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10 January 2019 
 
 
 
Dear James 
 
PUBLIC PETITION PE01686 - HOMELESSNESS 
 
Thank you for your letter of 28 November and I apologise for the delay in replying.  
 
I had previously written to the Public Petitions Committee on 20 June 2018 and advised 
them that as the Homelessness and Rough Sleeping Action Group (HARSAG) were still to 
complete their work, we had not yet decided how best to deploy the £50m Ending 
Homelessness Together funding. 
 
HARSAG published their final set of recommendations on 27 June 2018. Following on from 
the publication of the recommendations, we allocated £23.5 million from the Ending 
Homelessness Fund and from the health portfolio for rapid rehousing and Housing First.  
 
Up to £6.5 million of this allocation is supporting our partnership with Social Bite, Glasgow 
Homelessness Network, the Corra Foundation and local delivery partners to deliver the 
Housing First pathfinder programme in five cities, supporting over 800 homeless people. 
 
In our Ending Homelessness Together: High Level Action Plan that we published on 27 
November, we have clearly set out our ambition to make a significant shift towards rapid 
rehousing by default, including Housing First for those it is appropriate for.  
 
Local authorities submitted draft five year rapid rehousing transition plans to us at the end of 
2018 which we are currently in the process of reviewing. These plans are due to be delivered 
from 1 April and it is our expectation that all local authorities set out their intentions for 
Housing First, as a part of rapid rehousing, within these plans.  
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The rapid rehousing approach means that someone who is homeless or rough sleeping or at 
risk of homelessness or rough sleeping should be housed in settled, mainstream 
accommodation that meets their needs as quickly as possible. For those with more complex 
needs,  wraparound support in line with Housing First principles will be provided to support 
them to live in mainstream accommodation as the first response. 
 
There will still be individuals for whom rapid rehousing or Housing First would not yet be 
suitable, and in these cases they should be provided with accommodation that deals with 
their particular needs with the specialist support that is required. 

 
At the same time as investing this money directly into addressing homelessness, we remain 
committed to delivering 50,000 affordable homes, including 35,000 for social rent, during this 
Parliament. In the 2019/20 draft budget we have committed £826 million of funding this year 
to the affordable housing supply programme, an increase of £70 million from 2018/19. 
 
I hope this demonstrates our financial commitment both to increasing the number of 
affordable homes as well as to providing vital support to enable people experiencing 
homelessness to live in a settled home as quickly as possible. Please do let me know if any 
further information would be useful.  
 
Kind regards 
 
 
 
KEVIN STEWART 
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