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Mr Bob Doris MSP 
Convener  
Local Government and Communities Committee 
The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

11 September 2017 

Dear Mr Doris 
 
Please find enclosed a copy of our report on the administration of the May 2017 
Scottish council elections which we are publishing today. 
 
Our analysis and research with voters and campaigners shows high levels of 
satisfaction and confidence in the process and supports our assessment that the 
elections were well run. This is testament to the hard work of Returning Officers, 
Electoral Registration Officers, electoral administrators and the Electoral Management 
Board for Scotland. 
 
At 46.9%, the turnout at these elections was the highest for any stand-alone set of 
council elections in Scotland since 1977. This is encouraging but still means that less 
than half of all registered voters participated in the election. Further work will need to be 
done by parties, campaigners and all with an interest in democracy to encourage voter 
engagement in future elections. 
 
We found that efforts to reach young first time voters are paying off with this age group 
more likely to report finding it easy to cast their vote and access information about the 
elections than those aged 18-34. However, this cohort of young people have high 
expectations in regard to the further digitalisation of the registration process, including 
automatic enrolment, and this supports the Commission’s call for further modernisation 
of the electoral registration process. 
 
Notwithstanding the positive findings set out above, the 2017 council elections in 
Scotland have demonstrated that further work is needed to improve voters’ 
understanding of the Single Transferable Vote system and reduce the number of 
rejected ballot papers, and the framework for regulating campaigning at council 



 

 
 
 

 

 

elections remains in need of modernisation to improve transparency and confidence in 
the system. 
 
We continue to recommend that the Electoral Management Board be set in statute for 
all elections in Scotland and that electoral law should be modernised and, in line with 
the UK’s Law Commissions’ 2016 recommendations. 
 
I hope you find our report of interest. Please get in touch if would like to discuss any 
aspect of it in any more detail.  
 

 
 
Dame Susan Bruce DBE 
Electoral Commissioner, Scotland 


