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11 September 2017 

Dear Minister 
 
At its meeting on 6 September the Committee agreed its approach to budget scrutiny 
for this year’s draft budget 2018-19. As part of that approach the Committee noted 
that in its report on the draft Budget 2017-18 it had highlighted concerns about the 
transparency of the local government draft budget which I have reproduced below— 
 
40. The Committee believes that greater transparency is required, and that the 
Draft Budget for local government, and the allocations to local authorities are 
very difficult to follow. It is essential in scrutiny terms that this Committee and 
the Parliament as a whole is clear on exactly how much money local 
authorities can be expected to receive and from what sources and with what 
conditions, if any, on their purpose. 
AND 
41. We appreciate that there is a wider review of the budget process ongoing, 
although consider this issue possibly too detailed for the remit of that review. 
We would request that the Scottish Government produce detailed proposals 
on making the local government draft budget more transparent in advance of 
next year’s budget process. 
 
In response you wrote on 9 March that— 
 

“This proposal is accepted and although the publication of the Draft Budget 
and the local government finance settlement on the same day does not help, 
the Scottish Government will undertake to provide as clear as possible the 
necessary transparency.  This could include full reconciliations between Draft 
Budget and Budget figures; Draft Budget to Draft Budget figures; and the 

mailto:LGCCommittee@parliament.scot


changes between the Draft Budget figures and the total local government 
funding contained within the consultation Local Government Finance Circular.  
The breakdown of funding outwith the settlement can also be provided and 
consideration will be given to separating the date of the Draft Budget and the 
Local Government Finance Settlement.  Consideration would be given to any 
other suggestions on how to provide greater transparency from the 
Committee would be welcomed.” 

 
The Committee would welcome confirmation from you of how you intend to make 
this year’s local government budget more transparent in light of your proposals 
above.  
 
In addition, on 10 January 2017 you also provided the Committee with a list of all 
funding that the Scottish Government provides to Scotland’s local authorities. The 
Committee found this helpful and would welcome the provision of this information 
again this year. Please can you confirm when you will be able to provide this 
information?  
 
Please could you provide a response to the above queries by Tuesday 17 October 
2017. If you have any queries regarding this, please do not hesitate to contact Jane 
Williams, the Clerk to the Committee. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Bob Doris MSP 
Convener of the Local Government and Communities Committee 


