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21 June 2017 
 
Dear Bob 
 
PAYMENTS TO RETURNING OFFICERS 
 

Thank you for your letter of 8 May. I hope you understand that I was unable to reply 
during the pre-election period.  
 
Your Committee’s inquiry considered the issue of payments to returning officers and 
you have raised a number of questions. These relate to important issues, which the 
UK Government has also been considering. 
 
When running elections, Returning Officers are operating in a statutorily independent 
role from that of their position in the Local Authority - whether Chief Executive, Head 
of Democratic Services or Electoral Services Manager. Essentially, in 
UK Parliamentary elections they are acting on behalf of the Crown and accountable 
to the courts. The policy has been that they are paid for undertaking this role which is 
separate from any duties they have at the local authority. 

However, we recognise that concerns have been raised about significant payments 
to those who are already earning large salaries, and that this is something that 
warrants further consideration. The UK Government is already looking to review the 
funding of national elections for which we hold responsibility, following on from 
changes to the funding process instituted in 2010, to seek to find efficiencies and 
improve value for money. We intend to consider payments to Returning Officers as 
part of that process. The second phase of the review is due to begin in the second 
half of 2017. 

 
You have also drawn attention to the comments of the Electoral Commission, 
relating to the publication of expenses details for elections taking place during the 
period 2014-2017. The UK Government agreed in 2016 to begin publishing detailed 
reports (and the supporting dataset) on the costs of national elections. The first such 
report – on the 2014 European Parliamentary election – was published on 
1 December 2016 and can be found at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/costs-of-the-2014-european-
parliamentary-elections. 
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A further report on the cost of the 2015 UK Parliamentary general election is due to 
be published in the third quarter of 2017. The report will provide a comprehensive 
breakdown of the fees paid to returning officers for services rendered and any 
reasonably incurred expenses for the efficient and effective delivery of the poll by 
electoral area. 
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