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Dear Joe, 
 
Payments to Returning Officers 
 
I write further to your letter of 9 March 2017, in which you responded to the 
Committee’s report on Payments to Returning Officers in Scotland1 for the conduct of 
elections and referendums. This issue has again been brought to public 
consciousness given the announcement of the General Election on 8 June 2017, 
which will create a further opportunity for Returning Officers to claim these payments 
over and above their annual salaries. 
 
In its report, the Committee recommended that these payments be stopped, calling 
for a review of the role and remuneration of Returning Officers. During its inquiry, it 
was suggested that Returning Officers may share these payments with other staff 
involved in elections and make charity donations with their payments, however there 
appeared to be no formal way of recording this activity and those who provided 
evidence were unwilling to share the details of such transactions. This lack of 
perceived transparency around how these payments were claimed and reallocated is 
clearly an issue which is causing concerns. 
 
Whilst I note that you confirmed that you would consult on the role and remuneration 
of Returning Officers in your forthcoming consultation on electoral reform, the 
announcement of the forthcoming General Election makes the Committee’s 
recommendations ever more pertinent, particularly with increasing pressure on 
public funds. 
 

                                            
1 Scottish Parliament Local Government and Communities Committee, Report on Payments to 
Returning Officers in Scotland, available at 
http://www.parliament.scot/S5_Local_Gov/Reports/LGCS052017R01.pdf 
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The Committee is therefore of the opinion that this work should be undertaken by the 
Scottish Government as a matter of urgency and I would request that you would 
provide a timeline, or indicative timeline, of when the consultation on electoral reform 
will be forthcoming. 
 
Whilst I note it is not the Scottish Government who sets the fees or has responsibility 
for fees for Returning Officers in relation to UK and European elections, along with 
the recent European referendum, given the frequency of elections since 2014 we 
feel that in order to improve transparency, information on payments claimed by 
Returning Officers in Scotland in relation to all types of election, broken down by 
local authority, should be available in one place. In our report, we highlight that the 
Electoral Commission had called on the UK and Scottish Government to publish 
details on election spend in a comparable way over this period and we endorsed this 
recommendation2. We would again urge you to work with UK Government, Local 
Government3 and the Electoral Commission to collate this information as a matter of 
urgency and ensure that it is put in the public domain. 
 
I have also written to the UK Government highlighting the Committee’s views and 
have urged them to assist in the process of making this information available. A copy 
of this letter is attached. 
 
I would be grateful for a response to this letter by close on 8 June 2017. Should you 
have any further questions, then please get in touch with the Clerks to the 
Committee on the contact details provided above. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
Bob Doris MSP 
Convener of the Local Government and Communities Committee 
 
C.c. Rt Hon David Mundell MP, Secretary of State for Scotland  

                                            
2 Paragraph 42.  
3 The fees for Local Authority elections are set by the Scottish Joint Negotiating Committee (SJNC) for 
Local Authority Services 
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8 May 2017 
Dear Mr Mundell, 
 
Payments to Returning Officers 
 
I wish to draw to your attention to an inquiry the Local Government and Communities 
Committee undertook in relation to payments to Returning Officers for the conduct of 
elections and referendums. The Committee published a report on 24 January 20174, 
calling for the current system of payments to Returning Officers to be stopped and a 
review of the role and remuneration of Returning Officers. In the majority of elections 
throughout Scotland, the Chief Executive of each Council is usually appointed to 
undertake this role. The Committee’s inquiry was in response to concerns raised 
regarding a perceived lack of transparency around how these payments were 
claimed and reallocated and the frequency of elections. 
 
In its response to the report, on 9 March 2017 the Scottish Government responded, 
stating that it would consult on the role and remuneration of Returning Officers in a 
forthcoming consultation on electoral reform. Given that the announcement of the 
forthcoming general election will create a further opportunity for Returning Officers to 
claim these payments over and above their annual salaries, I have today written to 
the Scottish Government urging it to undertake this work as a matter of urgency.  
 
Given that the UK Government and Treasury has responsibility for fees for Returning 
Officers in relation to UK and European elections in Scotland, along with the recent 
European referendum, I would also be grateful if you could confirm whether the UK 
Government has plans to undertake any reviews of the role and remuneration of 
Returning Officers in any of its own work. 
 
                                            
4 Scottish Parliament Local Government and Communities Committee, Report on Payments to 
Returning Officers in Scotland, available at 
http://www.parliament.scot/S5_Local_Gov/Reports/LGCS052017R01.pdf 
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I would also draw your attention to comments made by the Electoral Commission 
which had called on the UK and Scottish Government to publish details on election 
spend in a transparent and comparable way over the period of 2014-20175. Given 
the frequency of elections over this period in Scotland, I have today reiterated that 
the Scottish Government should work with UK Government, Local Government6 and 
the Electoral Commission to collate this information, including a breakdown of all 
payments made to Returning Officers by local authority, and place it in the public 
domain in one place as a matter of urgency. I would be grateful if you could confirm 
that the UK Government will assist in providing this information for the elections it 
has responsibility for.  
 
I have attached a copy of the letter to the Scottish Government for your information. 
 
I would be grateful for a response to this letter by close on 8 June 2017. Should you 
have any further questions, then please get in touch with the Clerks to the 
Committee on the contact details provided above. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
Bob Doris MSP 
Convener of the Local Government and Communities Committee 
 
C.c. Joe FitzPatrick, Minister for Parliamentary Business 
 

                                            
5 Paragraph 42.  
6 The fees for Local Authority elections are set by the Scottish Joint Negotiating Committee (SJNC) for 
Local Authority Services 


