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Dear Cllr O’Neill 
Thank you for taking part in the Local Government and Communities Committee’s, 
evidence session on the implications for Scottish Local Government of the United 
Kingdom Leaving the European Union. The session served as an interesting 
introduction to the Committee’s scrutiny of this area.  
 
Following the session, the Committee wrote to the Minister for UK Negotiations on 
Scotland’s Place in Europe for a response to the issues raised and we have asked 
him to confirm how he will involve all members of civil society and tiers of 
government in the negotiations and the process of leaving the European Union. A 
copy of that letter is attached for your information. 
 
The Official Report of the session, which took place on 14 December, is available on 
the Committee’s webpage here: 
 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10697 
 
During the session, concerns were raised around the impact of leaving the European 
Union on workers’ rights and also how possible restrictions on freedom of movement 
for EU nationals might affect local economies and lead to skills shortages in local 
authority run services such as community care. The Committee would welcome 
information from COSLA on what workforce planning is being carried out across 
Local Government in relation to these concerns.  
 
Concerns were also raised about how the European funding which local authorities 
currently receive might be replaced once the UK has left the EU and how this issue 
is affecting the ability of Councils to plan ahead financially. The Committee would 
welcome further information on what work is taking place across Local Government 
to address this issue. 
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The Committee would welcome an early response to this letter. Should you have any 
further questions then please get in touch with the Clerking Team on the contact 
details provided above. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
 
Bob Doris MSP 
Convener of the Local Government and Communities Committee 


