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By email to: Presiding Officer 

 

 14 May 2020 
 

Dear Presiding Officer,  
 
COVID-19 – Hybrid meetings  
 
Committee Members recently discussed the format for our first formal meeting since 
the introduction of social distancing, which will take place on Friday 15 May. A number 
of Members were keen that the meeting take place as a “hybrid” evidence session 
allowing certain Members to meet in person at the Parliament, observing appropriate 
social distancing measures, and others to join the meeting remotely.  
 
We are aware that measures to enable hybrid meetings to take place in Chamber have 
been implemented but understand that they are not currently in place for Committees 
and that there are no immediate plans to make this possible. This means committees 
must continue with remote meetings for the time being.  
 
Committee Members recognise the significant challenges that Parliament is facing, 
particularly in relation to the broadcasting of public formal meetings and acknowledges 
the work that has been undertaken so far to ensure meetings can continue to be held. 
We would like to pass on our thanks to you as Scottish Parliament Corporate Body 
Chair and to all staff who have enabled the Parliament to continue its role, especially 
broadcasting staff. However, Members present at our recent discussion considered 
that, in order to maintain an effective scrutinising function, and in view of the innate 
limitations of entirely remote public meetings, the option of hybrid evidence-taking 
sessions would be very much welcome. I am therefore writing to request that this 
facility be made available to all committees as soon as is practicably possible, for as 
long as social distancing measures remain in place.  
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We would be grateful for an update as to when you consider these measures will be 
introduced.  
 
With best wishes  
 
 
Yours sincerely  

  
James Dornan MSP  
Convener of the Local Government and Communities Committee  
 
 


