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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 

T3.60 
The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

LocalGovernmentandCommunities@parliament.scot 

By email to: Kevin Stewart, Minster for Local 
Government, Housing and Planning 

24 April 2020 

Dear Kevin, 

At an informal discussion of Committee business yesterday conducted by 
videoconference, Members noted current subordinate legislation and were content for 
most of this to be passed on to be dealt with in the Chamber, in view of current social 
distancing requirements. 

However, in relation to The Town and Country Planning (Miscellaneous Temporary 
Modifications) (Coronavirus) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 (SSI 2020/124), the 
Committee has, for the time being, opted to retain this on the agenda. We had already 
informally agreed to seek views on the instrument from a cross-section of planning 
stakeholders, with responses requested by early next week. During yesterday’s 
discussion, Members noted that the coronavirus emergency will be placing great strain 
on the planning system and accepted that some changes would inevitably be required 
to keep the system moving. Whilst some of us took the preliminary view that the 
instrument seemed to be fair and proportionate, others considered that more 
information was necessary. In particular, there was concern that the changes set out 
in the instrument could potentially lead to decisions with long-term consequences 
being made that communities did not feel they had been fully consulted on.  

Committee Members noted the helpful information set out in the Policy Note and other 
accompanying documents, including the Business and Regulatory Impact Statement 
(BRIA). We noted that, like the instrument itself, these would have of necessity been 
produced in haste and are grateful to Scottish Government officials for their work on 
them. However, to assist with further Committee scrutiny, it was agreed that I should 
write to you to ask: 
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• Whether it would be possible to see a draft of the guidance referred to in the
Policy Note on alternative, online approaches to pre-application consultation;
and

• Whether the Scottish Government can expand on the information provided in
the “Options” section of the BRIA. In particular, some Members wish further
information as to the extent to which the Scottish Government considered the
risk of important planning decisions being taken that a local community does
not feel it has given informed consent to, or which directly affected individuals
may have been unaware of; and, if so, whether it considered how those risks
could best be mitigated whilst adhering to current public safety rules and
guidelines.

In view of the tight schedule for consideration of this instrument set out in Standing 
Orders, we would be grateful for a response by Thursday 14 May 

Yours sincerely 

James Dornan MSP  
Convener of the Local Government and Communities Committee 


