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8 January 2020 
 
 
 
Dear James 
 
Regulation of short-term lets 
 
I am writing to you as Convener of the Local Government and Communities Committee to 
inform you that the Scottish Government has today announced proposals for the regulation 
of short-term lets.  
 
Our 2018-19 Programme for Government made a commitment to ensure that local 
authorities have appropriate regulatory powers to balance the needs and concerns of their 
communities with wider economic and tourism interests and ensure a safe, quality, 
experience for visitors. We consulted widely last year in order to take forward that 
commitment, receiving over 1,000 responses to our consultation which was announced by 
the First Minister in April 2019.  In addition to the consultation, we commissioned 
independent research, looking at the impact of short-term lets on communities in five 
locations across Scotland in order to strengthen our evidence base. 
 
The proposals announced today deliver on our Programme for Government commitment, 
following careful consideration of all the available evidence. I recognise the need to act now 
in order to allow local authorities and communities facing the most severe pressures to 
manage these more effectively.    
 
That is why, in my statement to Parliament today, I announced three measures: 
 

• Firstly, I intend to establish a licencing scheme for short-term lets under the Civil 
Government (Scotland) Act 1982.  The basic safety component of this scheme will 
apply to all short-term lets and be mandatory across Scotland. Local authorities will 
have the discretion to put in place further conditions to help tackle littering or 
overcrowding of properties, for example.  
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• Secondly, I am prioritising work to give local authorities the power to introduce short-
term let control areas under powers in the Planning (Scotland) Act 2019. 

• Finally, we will review the tax treatment of short-term lets, to ensure they make an 
appropriate contribution to the communities they operate in.  

 
I believe these measures will address the most pressing concerns raised by communities.  
They are a robust response to the issues presented by the rapid proliferation of short-term 
lets in hot-spot areas, particularly safety concerns, whilst recognising the many benefits of 
short-term lets to hosts, visitors and the Scottish economy.  We will monitor the impact of 
these changes to ensure they are fully effective in meeting our aims and we will take further 
action if required.  
 
Kind regards 
 
 
 
 
 
KEVIN STEWART  
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