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Rùnaire a' Chaibineit airson Ceartais 

Cabinet Secretary for Justice 

Humza Yousaf BPA/MSP 

 

F/T: 0300 244 4000 
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot 

 

John Finnie MSP 
Convener 
Justice Sub-Committee on Policing 
 
By email - justicecommittee@parliament.scot  

 

___ 
12 June 2019 
 
 
Dear John, 
 
 
You will recall from my letter dated 3rd June that I undertook to look more closely at the 
future legal framework for emerging technologies in policing. 
 
This follows on from the Justice Sub-Committee’s close examination of digital triage devices 
and its report dated 8th April. 
 
As I noted, this is a complex and rapidly evolving area. While it is for Police Scotland and the 
Scottish Police Authority to ensure that they exercise their powers in accordance with the law 
as they move towards implementation of the new devices, both bodies agreed with the Sub-
Committee that additional clarity on the future legal framework may be required to ensure 
Scottish criminal justice can keep pace with technological change.  
 
I believe we share a commitment to the legal, ethical and proportionate use of new 
technologies. It is for this reason that I plan to form an independently-chaired reference 
group to scope the possible legal and ethical issues arising from emerging technological 
developments, with a view to advising whether future legislative changes may be required. 
The aim is to ensure Police Scotland will continue to have both the powers to keep our 
communities safe, but also the right safeguards are in place to protect the rights of the 
individual. 
 
Similar groups have led to changes to stop and search practices, with the creation of a new 
code of practice, and laid the ground for the publication of the Scottish Biometrics 
Commissioner Bill last month. I would not wish to pre-empt the outcome of a similar group 
for technology in policing at this stage, but I have no doubt that the use of independent 
expertise in such a manner has delivered real improvements for Scottish policing. 
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At present, I am simply announcing the policy intention so I am unable to go into much detail 
about the full remit for the group. However, I would envisage one of its first tasks as being 
some horizon scanning on what emerging technologies could merit its consideration. 
 
I am also not in a position to offer details on the membership of the group, but I plan to speak 
to representatives across policing, criminal justice and human rights to ensure there is a 
broad spectrum of opinion involved. 
 
I want to see Scotland’s criminal justice system to be at the forefront of using new and 
developing technologies to fight crime but I am clear that this requires to be balanced with 
human rights and ethical considerations. I would be very interested to hear the thoughts of 
the Sub-Committee on the issues this group might consider and will be happy to discuss 
later this week. 
 
  

 
 
HUMZA YOUSAF 
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