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22 December 2020 
Dear David, 
 
Re: Policing the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 26th 
Conference of Parties (COP26) climate summit and the rescheduled Euro 2020 
Championships 
 
On 12 March 2020 Assistant Chief Constable Bernard Higgins and James Gray of 
Police Scotland provided oral evidence to the Sub-Committee on planning and costing 
for policing the upcoming COP26 climate change conference in Glasgow, which was 
scheduled for November 2020.  They also provided written evidence. The Scottish 
Police Authority (SPA) also provided written evidence to inform the evidence session.  
 
On 17 April 2020, the SPA confirmed that the COP26 conference had been deferred 
until after the global coronavirus pandemic had eased.  
 
The COP26 conference has now been rescheduled between 1 to 12 November 2021 
in Glasgow. The Sub-Committee requests an update from the SPA on your latest 
understanding as to the rescheduling of COP26, your current estimation of the 
potential financial and staffing resource burden for Police Scotland and how they plan 
to mitigate any impact on resourcing of day-to-day policing across Scotland in the 
lead up to, and during, the conference. 
 
The evidence session in March also touched upon the resource and staffing 
implications of the four matches of the Euro 2020 Football Championships which were 
scheduled to take place at Hampden in summer 2020. The Championship has now 
been rescheduled from 11 June to 11 July 2021.  
 
Therefore, we would also welcome an update on the planning and resource 
assumptions for policing those four matches, as well as how Police Scotland intends 
to balance this with other operational requirements at that time, such as the traditional 
Orange Order marching season.    
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I have written in similar terms to Police Scotland and the Scottish Government.  

A response by Friday, 12 February would be appreciated. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

John Finnie MSP 
Convener, Justice Sub-Committee on Policing 
 


